
 

 

 

 

 

Story County Economic Development Group Meeting Minutes 

July 25, 2024 

Roland City Hall – Roland, Iowa 
 

ATTENDEES:  Amy Kohlwes (Colo and McCallsburg), Debbie Younkin (Story County Planning and Zoning 
Commission), David Haugland (Huxley), Jennifer Davies (Slater and Kelley), Steven Gast (Maxwell), Doug 
Miller (Maxwell), Katie Baldwin (Collins), Dylan Kline (Ames), Mellissa Mattingly (Roland), Shanon 
McKinley (Story City), Sonia Arellano Sundberg (Gilbert), Brenda Dryer (Nevada), Martin Herr (Zearing), 
Leanne Harter (Story County Planning and Development), Mike Cox (Story County Conservation), Linda 
Murken (Story County Board of Supervisors), Lisa Heddens (Story County Board of Supervisors), Latifah 
Faisal (Story County Board of Supervisors), Crystal Davis (Story County Staff), Bryce Garman (Story 
County Staff) 

ZOOM ATTENDEES: Greg Piklapp (Ames Alliance) 

1. Welcome and Introductions  
Chair Amy Kohlwes called the meeting to order. 
 

2. Approval of Agenda   
Sundberg/Haugland - Motion to Approve (MCU) 
 

3. Election of Officers 
a. Chair  

Sundberg/Herr - Motion to Approve Shanon McKinley as Chair (MCU) 
b. Vice-Chair 

Dryer/Kohlwes – Motion to Approve Katie Baldwin as Vice Chair (MCU) 
 

4. Approval of Minutes from April 25, 2024 
Davies/Haugland - Motion to Approve (MCU) 
 

5. Old Business 
a. Broadband Update 

Linda Murken provided an update on broadband initiatives happening with the County 
and local partners. Murken shared a hotspot loaning program idea that would allow 
hotspots to be checked out at local libraries.  
 

b. Housing Study Update 



Leanne Harter reviewed projects and tasks currently underway by MIPA and County 
staff associated with implementation of the Housing Action Plan. She shared with the 
group that two Homes for Iowa have been placed in Story County – more on the way. 

 
A housing resource guide that includes a dashboard of housing resources was handed 
out to members of the group. 
 
Leanne reminded the city clerks to keep their vacant lot lists current. 
 
The code enforcement officer position is scheduled to tentatively be in front of the 
Board of Supervisors for approval in FY26.  
 

c. Subcommittee Reports 
No updates – subcommittees did not meet. 
 

6. New Business 
a. Annual Report Review and Action 

Davis presented the draft for consideration.  
 

b. Annual Eligibility Determinations 
Davis noted that all communities are eligible. 
 

c. Annual Allocation Amounts Determinations 
Baldwin/Mattingly – Motion to Approve and Recommend Funding Amounts as 
Presented by Staff to the Board of Supervisors (MCU). 
 

d. Economic Development Summit 
This will event pause in 2024 and resume in spring 2025. 

 
7. Community and County updates 

Participants presented updates from the communities that were in attendance. 

Mike Cox, Story County Conservation Director, gave an update. 

Leanne Harter, Story County Planning and Development Director, gave an update.  

8. Comments Regarding Non-Agenda items 

Lisa Heddens and Greg Piklapp gave an overview of the new legislation regarding Senate File 
2385. It reads that a government body shall provide for hybrid meetings, teleconference 
participation, virtual meetings, remote participation, and other hybrid options for the 
members of the governmental body. We discussed how this effects small communities and 
what communities need to do to ensure they are aligning their meetings with updated 
regulations.  

9. Dates to Remember 
a. Annual Report to BOS – August 13 
b. Annual Allocation Amounts to BOS – August 13 



c. Next Meeting – Thursday, October 24, 2024 at 10:00 AM 
i. Location: McFarland Park, Ames 

 
10. Adjournment  

Kline/Herr - Motion to Approve (MCU) 


