lowa Commission of Veterans Affairs
2024 Legislative Initiatives

In order to continue the programs that support lowa veterans and their families, we support the
protection of the financial integrity of the following agencies and programs:

lowa Department of Veterans Affairs lowa Veterans Trust Fund
lowa Veterans Home County Allocation Funds

lowa Veterans Cemetery Injured Veteran Grant Program
Military Home Ownership Program Veterans License Fee Fund

TOP PRIORITIES

. Align ‘Veteran’ Definition: We fully support changes to the lowa Code definition of a
“Veteran” to match the Federal Code definition, and updates lowa Code section 35.

. Property Tax Relief: We fully support Disabled Veterans rated 10% thru 90% having their
property taxes offset by the percentage of their United States Department of Veteran Affairs
Disability Compensation rating.

. Veterans Treatment Courts: We fully support legislation to establish and expand Veterans
Treatment Courts.

. Ensure Training Support for County Veterans Affairs Offices: We fully support a change to
lowa Code, specifying $3,000 of the annual $10,000 allocation of county funding for Veterans
Affairs Offices be for the exclusive use of mandatory certified state and federally-provided
professional VSO credential training.

. Support Veteran Service Organizations: We fully support proposals for partial grants to help
maintain Veteran Service Organization officers and services currently co-located in downtown
Des Moines.

AWARENESS ISSUES:

A) We support any legislation that will improve Mental Health support and Suicide Prevention for
our veterans, their families, and all lowans.

B) We support legislation that supports the needs of homeless and under-served veterans.

C) We support legislation to align lowa Code with Federal Code regarding the timing and manner of
display of the National League of POW/MIA families’ flag on all State of lowa properties.




lowa Commission of Veterans Affairs Representatives

Elizabeth Ledvina, Chair, The American Legion, eledvina@tamacounty.org

Darlene McMartin, 1st Vice Chair, Public Member at Large, macmp75@gmail.com

Gary Wattnem, 2nd Vice Chair, Reserve Organization of America, gwattnem@gmail.com

Lt. Col. George Mosby, lowa National Guard, Email: george.t. mosbhy.mil@mail.mil

Joella Perry lowa Association of County Commissioners and Veterans Service Officers,
jperry@waynecountyia.org

Robert Suesakul, Military Order of the Purple Heart, suespara@aol.com

Scott Miller Paralyzed Veterans of America, iowapvascott@yahoo.com

Mary Van Horn, American Veterans, nid8ryan@msn.com

Becky DirksHaugsted, Veterans of Foreign Wars, bkyhaugsted@gmail.com

Gregory Paulline, Vietnam Veterans of America, ghpaulline@gmail.com

You can find your legislator at: https://www.legis.iowa.qgov/legislators

Senate Veterans Affairs Committee: House Veterans Affairs Committee:

Jeff Reichman (R, District 50), Chair; e Chad Ingels (R, District 68), Chair;
jeff.reichman@legis.iowa.gov; 515.281.3371 chad.ingels@legis.iowa.qgov;

_— . . 515.281.3221
Sandy Salmon (R, District 29), Vice Chair; . o _ _
sandy.salmon@legis.iowa.qov; 515.281.3371 Matthew Rinker (R, District 99), Vice Chair;

matthew.rinker@legis.iowa.gov;
Bill Dotzler (D, District 31), Ranking Member; 515281 3221 S d

bill.dotzler@legis.iowa.gov; 515.281.3371

] o Josh Turek (D, District 20), Ranking Member;
Kevin Alons (R, District 7) josh.turek@legis.iowa.gov; 515.281.3221

Liz Bennett (D, District 39) Eddie Andrews (R, District 43)

Mark Costello (R, District 8) Timi M. Brown-Powers (D, District 61)
Dan Dawson (R, District 10) Sue Cahill (D, District 52)

Jeff Edler (R, District 26) Ken Carlson (R, District 13)

Mark Lofgren (R, District 48) Ruth Ann Gaines (D, District 33)
Charlie McClintock, (R, District 42) Cindy Golding (R, District 83)

Zach Wahls (D, District 43) Martin L. Graber (R, District 100)

Janice Weiner (D, District 45) Stanley Gustafson (R, District 22)
Heather Hora (R, District 92)

Charles Isenhart (D, District 72)

Tom Jeneary (R, District 3)

Elinor A. Levin (D, District 89)
Luana Stoltenberg (R, District 81)
Ross Wilburn (D, District 50)



mailto:eledvina@tamacounty.org
mailto:macmp75@gmail.com
../../../../IVHusers/molson/Downloads/gwattnem@gmail.com
mailto:george.t.mosby.mil@mail.mil
mailto:jperry@waynecountyia.org
mailto:suespara@aol.com
mailto:iowapvascott@yahoo.com
mailto:nid8ryan@msn.com
mailto:bkyhaugsted@gmail.com
../../../../IVHusers/molson/Downloads/ghpaulline@gmail.com
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislators
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislators/legislator?ga=89&personID=9406
file:///C:/IVHusers/molson/Downloads/jeff.reichman@legis.iowa.gov
mailto:sandy.salmon@legis.iowa.gov
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/DMP/925114.pdf
mailto:bill.dotzler@legis.iowa.gov
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislators/legislator?ga=89&personID=18041
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/DMP/925087.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislators/legislator?ga=89&personID=10318
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/DMP/925118.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislators/legislator?ga=89&personID=10749
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislators/legislator?ga=89&personID=18072
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/DMP/925092.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislators/legislator?ga=89&personID=18076
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/DMP/925120.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislators/legislator?ga=89&personID=10754
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/DMP/925046.pdf
mailto:chad.ingels@legis.iowa.gov
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislators/legislator?ga=89&personID=30655
file:///C:/IVHusers/molson/Downloads/matthew.rinker@legis.iowa.gov
mailto:20
mailto:josh.turek@legis.iowa.gov
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislators/legislator?ga=89&personID=30650
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/DMP/924988.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislators/legislator?ga=89&personID=30648
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislators/legislator?ga=89&personID=30661
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislators/legislator?ga=89&personID=14805
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislators/legislator?ga=89&personID=12712
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/DMP/925008.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislators/legislator?ga=89&personID=13794
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/DMP/924982.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislators/legislator?ga=89&personID=27018
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/DMP/924986.pdf

