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Old Cemeteries Burst with Plant Life

Bobbi Donovan, Naturalist

plant species – 177 native plants and 43 
non-natives! Thirty-six of the native 
species found are considered species 
of high conservation value – meaning 
they are very sensitive to negative 
disturbance, making them incredibly 
rare. Examples include prairie violet 
(Viola pedatifida), downy gentian 
(Gentiana puberulenta), and others 
pictured to the right. The presence 
of these species is a true sign of how 
high-quality and significant these small 
prairies are. 

SCC has worked with township trustees 
for many years to help manage these 
areas. It’s incredibly important to 
continue to manage these areas to 
preserve the County’s biodiversity 
and natural heritage. These five Story 
County gems provide a glimpse as to 
what our landscape used to look like. 

Last year, SCC was awarded an Iowa 
Native Plant Society grant to do a floristic 
inventory of five prairie remnants located 
on cemeteries throughout the county. 
These include Pleasant Run, Mound, 
Born, and Murphy Cemeteries located 
on land owned by township trustees, 
as well as Deeter Cemetery located on 
private land. Pioneer cemeteries are one 
of the very few places in Iowa that have 
remained unplowed and undisturbed 
over the years, therefore maintaining 
their native plant communities. These 
areas, known as prairie remnants, make 
up less than 0.1% of Iowa’s original 
tallgrass prairie.

To conduct these inventories, SCC hired 
Professor of Biology at Drake University, 
Dr. Tom Rosburg, who is also a Story 
County resident. The grant didn’t cover 
100% of the cost, so Rosburg donated the 
remainder of his time for the cause – 
many thanks to you, Dr. Rosburg!

Inventory results confirmed that some 
of these remnant prairies are the best 
remnants in the county. On just 1.3 
acres of combined land between the five 
cemeteries, Rosburg documented 220 
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parking area 

Concrete 
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upstream & 
downstream 
of rock riffle

Improvements 
Underway at Soper’s Mill

A closer Look:
Above, a Tallgrass Land Stewardship 
Co. employee fills a sediment 
control log using woodchips 
generated from the less-than-
desirable trees removed during 
construction. This practice lessens 
the possibilities of disease or 
invasive species entering the project 
location from sources outside the 
area, and reuses trees from the site.

Now that spring has arrived, many people are eager to get back on 
the South Skunk River. If you are one of these early season water trail 
enthusiasts, you may have noticed the work taking place at Soper’s Mill 
Water Trail Access north of Ames. SCC is implementing a previously 
developed improvement plan and has secured the necessary grant 
funding through a Water Trail Development Grant to make this project 
a reality. 

The construction contract was awarded to Tallgrass Land Stewardship 
Co. and they have hit the ground running for this project, taking 
advantage of the low water levels we were still experiencing in February. 
Once complete, this water trail access will offer a new and improved 
parking area in conjunction with concrete ramps located both upstream 
and downstream of the existing rock riffle. 

This project is dependent on weather conditions, making project 
updates difficult to anticipate. Stay tuned to our social media accounts, 
as we will post more timely updates as needed. It is our expectation to 
have this project completed and available to the public by the middle of 
the summer season. 
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Prairie phlox 
(Phlox pilosa)

Blue-eyed grass 
(Sisyrinchium campestre)

Lead plant 
(Amorpha canescens)

Pictured below is Pleasant Run 
Cemetery in the Nevada Township, 
bursting with blooms of pale purple 
coneflowers.




