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— THE LATEST —
Timely and brief updates on ongoing projects

Hickory Grove Park Lake Update
Hickory Grove Park Lake is a 98-acre constructed lake and
in recent years has experienced a number of water quality,
sedimentation, and carp issues that have impacted recreation
activities and fishery habitat. To address these issues, restoration
efforts have been underway to improve water quality, fish habitat,
and recreational opportunties. A partial lake drawdown began
on August 6, 2018 to remove excess sediment, add fish stucture,
continue ongoing carp eradication efforts, and improve access
for recreation opportunities. The entire restoration was slated
to take 2-4 years. While waiting for over 325 million gallons
of water to naturally refill the lake, central Iowa was hit with
unforseen drought conditions that pushed back the lake refill.

In the parks...
Hickory Grove Park
• Native tree plantings thoughout
the park
• Ash tree removal in high traffic
areas
Doolittle Prairie
• Removing undesirable trees
and shrubs
• Prescribed fire burn units
completed in spring
East & West Peterson Park
• Work has begun on beach
renovation
• Regrading parking lot and
constructing new path along
lakeshore
• Garlic mustard control
• Added a new natural resources
steward doing honeysuckle
removal
Heart of Iowa Nature Trail
• Seeking grants and other
funding to continue paving
efforts eastward
• Undesirable tree removal in Lee
Prairie
McFarland Park
• Continued timber stand
improvement efforts

The 2022 spring season brought enough rain to elevate lake
levels to reopen for recreational use. We are excited to share
that swimming, fishing, kayaking, and canoeing are open for
public use. We want to thank the public for being patient while
we continue to improve our water resources for everyone to
enjoy.

Partners update
What an exciting year! Partners members have raised $34,145
to surpass the year’s goal of $30,000 to help purchase the
Osheim property. So far, 182 of you have contributed to the
protection of this property. We are so close to the finish line,
and we can get there with your help!
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Robinson Wildlife Acres
• Added a new natural resources
steward doing honeysuckle
removal
Praeri Rail Trail
• Native tree planting along the
trail in McCallsburg
Sleepy Hollow
• Planted over 300 shrubs
• Planned prairie planting
Cambridge Pond
• Added a new natural resoucres
steward doing brush removal

Deppe Property:

Permenant
Protection for
Everyone

We are closing in on our goal to forever protect
the Deppe Property, which is a 127-acre
property to the immediate south of McFarland
Park.
Bob and Carol Deppe knew that they
wanted their property to be protected for its
environmental value and be used by all, and
that is what we designed for in the recently
completed concept plan. The plan calls for a
very light footprint of development including
hiking trails, prairie preservation, a small picnic
area, interpretive signage, and perhaps a pond
or wetland.

All Partners memberships will go toward the
purchase of the 127-acre property.

The permanent protection of this property
was made possible through INHF’s purchasing
power and the Deppe’s family generous
donation of a portion of the land’s value.

2022 SCC Photo Contest Winners
Congratulations to our 2022 SCC photo contest winners! Each year we get submissions from many wonderful
amateur phtographers that capture the true beauty of our parks and preserves. Prizes were awarded for 1st
place, 2nd place, 3rd place, and honorable mentions in four different categories: Landscape, Flora and Fungi,
Fauna, and Connecting People and Recreation. Check out the first place winners below!
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Join us next year! While out enjoying our parks and preserves,
snap a picture and enter the SCC Annual Photo Contest!
Photos can be submitted from March 1-20, 2023.
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EDGEof
FIELD

These
practices
will be
installed
sometime
late
summer/
early fall.
While we
wait for
install to
happen,

update

We are in the final phase of the first year for the Edge of Field
‘batch and build’ program. Story County, City of Ames, NRCS,
and IDALS are all working together to install bioreactors
and saturated buffers to treat tile outlet water and decrease
nitrates entering our creeks and streams. These practices have
been shown to
decrease nitrates
by up to 90% in
Iowa farm fields.
In 2021, we plan
to treat at least
twelve tile outlets
on four farms.
They are located
within the
Keigley and East
Indian Creek
watersheds.

we are actively surveying new farms for future projects.
This past winter we sent informational letters to over
80 landowners to get permission to survey their land.
By securing over 30 yeses, we have
a busy couple of months of survey
work. We already surveyed four
fields and plan to do at least seven
more in June. Just on those first four
fields we found 25 outlets. Once all
the survey data is collected it will
be sent to engineers to determine
which practice, if any, will work.
Sara Carmichael

M

eet the new Environmental Specialist
for the South Skunk River Watershed.
Learn how partnerships help SCC and
landowners protect our soil and water
through multiple conservation practices.

Megan Volkens
is the new Iowa
Department of
Agriculture and Land
Stewardship (IDALS)
Environmental
Specialist for the
South Skunk River
Watershed.
Megan will coordinate watershed conservation practices amongst
the multiple soil and water conservation districts that make up the
watershed. Together with SCC, we will maximize opportunities to work
with landowners to incorporate more conservation practices on their
land.

USDA photo of the South Skunk River Watershed.

A watershed is an area of land where all
the water drains into a single place, such
as a river or creek. Watersheds can be
within watersheds, meaning a smaller
stream has its own watershed but is part
of a larger river system. The South Skunk
River Watershed spans multiple counties
For questions or to discuss conservation practices that could work on starting in Hamilton County and ending
your farmland, contact Megan at megan.volkens@iowaagriculture.gov in Keokuk County, where the South Skunk
or call (515) 344-9867.
River joins the North Skunk River.
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Logan Heissel

SCC Welcomes

NEW

Staff Members
___________

We are excited to add some
new faces to our already
outstanding conservation
team. Here is a little meet
and greet with our newest
additions!

Park Ranger

What do you anticipate liking most about
this job?
I enjoy being outdoors, interacting with the public
and wildlife, and I enjoy learning something new
each day or teaching someone else something
new.

Kallie Judson

Conservation Technichian I

What do you like to do in your free time?
Any free time I have, you’ll find me outside. I
enjoy gardening, planting trees, and tending to
our farm animals with my daughter.

Max McCarty

Conservation Technician I

Welcome 2022
Summer Staff!

What do you anticipate liking most about
this job?
Working with like-minded individuals who are
passionate about their job, helping out with long
term conservation goals, and becoming more
familiar with Story County’s public land.

Casey Struecker

Outreach/Community Engagement Coordinator

People would be surprised if they knew
_____ about you.
I’ve lived and worked in 7 states in the past 10
years. From researching coyotes in Nevada to
bringing environmental education to students in
Chicago, I’ve had a wide range of experiences!
These individuals will assist with beautifying
the roadsides, battling invasive species and
working on habitat restoration projects,
educating citizens about the environment,
and keeping your parks looking their best.
Front Row (left to right): Rebecca Baird, Ali Ellsworth,
Sarah Gnade, Kellie Prince, Ben May
Back Row (left to right): McKayla Gartner,
Melanie Trotten-Fetter, Mattie Sheckles, Tom Haywood,
Hunter Glass, Kaleb Ruffcorn, Jacob Reischauer
Not Pictured: Kylee Gehl and Sean Vellinga

Olivia VanderHart
Park Ranger

What are your top 3 life highlights?
Obtaining my Bachelor’s Degree in Conservation
Management, getting married, and graduating
from the Iowa Law Enforcement Academy.
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The Heart of Iowa Nature
Trail is about to be tastier
thanks to Eagle Scout Coye
Dietrich and his hard work
installing a Food Forest at
the Huxley trailhead. A Food
Forest is an area of greenery
which is completely edible,
to humans and pollinators,
and will regrow every year.

The practice imitates
forest-like structures that
increase biodiversity and
is a sustainable way of
food production. Dietrich
chose this Eagle Scout
project because he loves
to spend his summers
walking the trail and
wanted to add greenery
to this specific area.
Dietrich enjoyed seeing the
project come together as
the planning process had
many moving components
from securing funding, to
understanding individual
plant needs. Thank you
to the generous business
donations from Vision Bank,
South Story Bank, Lowes,
Walmart, and Theisen’s.

ISU professor, Dr.
Mike Rentz, brought
his Mammalogy
class to the Deppe
Property in April to
teach the students
the art and science
of small mammal
trapping. SCC and
Dr. Rentz partner
together for a number
of his classes and his own research, using our properties
as an outdoor classroom to teach camera trapping,
live trapping, scat surveys, orienteering, plant ID, and
surveys of deer browsing pressure. The Deppe property
was an especially interesting property to survey as it
hasn’t been surveyed yet for wildlife and because of the
possible presence of some small prairie remnants.

Trail camera photo of white-tailed deer
and racoon on Deppe Property

Using the combination of trail cameras, small mammal
traps, and larger mammal traps, Dr. Rentz and his
students documented the presence of deer, racoons,
eastern cottontail rabbits, coyotes, fox squirrels, eastern
chipmunks, and native deer mice. While none of these
animals are rare in Story County, they are all integral
parts of our native ecosystem, and the new property
appears to host healthy numbers of all of these species.

Live small mammal trap of deer mouse on
Deppe Property.
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— PROGRAMS & EVENTS —
Providing people opportunities and inspiration to develop an
appreciation and understanding of nature and humans as a part of it

Wild Tots

Creek Walk

Enjoy a morning exploring nature with your toddler!
We will learn what pollinators are and why they are so
important. This program will include a story, craft, handson activities, and lots of nature exploration. Program is
intended for children between 18 months and 4 years old;
children must be accompanied by an adult. Fee of $5 with
registration is required by 4:00 p.m. on Monday, August 1.

Flip rocks, explore riffles, and scoop water bugs during a
creek walk. Who knows what else we may discover! Plan
on getting wet and muddy. Participants are encouraged
to wear close-toed shoes that will not be pulled off
in mud. Children must be accompanied by an adult;
not appropriate for strollers. This program is free but
registration is required by 4:00 p.m. on Thursday, August
18.

Saturday, August 6, 10:00 - 11:30 a.m.
Hickory Grove Park - Oriole Ridge

Saturday, August 20, 1:00 - 3:30 p.m.
McFarland Park

Play OUTside: LGBTQ+families PlayDates
“Pond Scooping”

O.W.L.S. Program: Water Quality Efforts

Here is an opportunity for LGBTQ+ families (whether
that includes guardians or children) to meet and explore
together in nature. For this OUTside Play, we will scoop
in the pond and catch frogs and other pond critters. This
program is free but registration is required by 4:00 p.m. on
Friday, August 12.

Program runs from 10:30 – 11:30 a.m.; doors will open at
10:00 a.m. for coffee/tea and chatting.

Tuesday, August 16th, 4:30 - 5:30 p.m.
McFarland Park

(Older, Wiser, Livelier Souls) are designed for “boomers” or
older, but anyone can attend.
Thursday, September 1
McFarland Park, Conservation Center

Sara Carmichael, Watershed Coordinator for Story County,
will be discussing the county’s water quality efforts. She
will review practices like the volunteer water quality
monitoring program, new edge of field nutrient program,
and restoration activities. She will also highlight how the
county’s different partnerships, including with city, state,
and federal agencies, will help Story County achieve goals
identified in the Countywide Watershed Assessment.

Monarch Mania
Wednesday, September 7
McFarland Park
10:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
4:00 - 5:00 p.m.

Sunday, September 11
Tedesco Environmental
Learning Corridor
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Wednesday, September 14
West Peterson Park
4:00 - 5:00 p.m.

Fall is the time of one of the world’s greatest animal migrations! Witness an animal that weighs less
than a small paperclip on its journey south to Mexico. We’ll talk about why they migrate, catch, and
tag some monarch butterflies that are passing through! This family friendly program is $5 per adult
and children are free. Registration is required two days before each Monarch Mania date.
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Wild Women Of the Woods

Bats: Wonders of the Night

Wild Women of the Woods gives women the
opportunity to explore the oudoors, learn new
skills, and network with like-minded women. Online
registration is not available for this event; please view
class descriptions and download the registration
form at storycountyconservation.org. Particpants can
register for half workshop (Friday-Saturday $65) or full
workshop (Friday-Sunday $80).

Bats are amazing, but misunderstood animals.
Learn about this awesome creature from Stephanie
Shephard, an Iowa DNR Wildlife Diversity
Biologist. If the bats are still around, we will have
an opportunity to see them flying in the night! Fee
is $5 per person; 15 years old and under are free.
Registration is required by 4:00 p.m. on Thursday,
October 6.

September 23-25
Hickory Grove Park

Try Shooting Air Rifles

Tuesday, October 4, 5:30 - 6:45 p.m.
Hickory Grove Park - Archery Range
Because air rifles are quiet and have no recoil, they are
a fun and safe way to learn the sport of target shooting.
We will discuss eye dominance, safety rules, range
rules, equipment, and proper shooting techniques
using an air rifle, then practice on targets. Program is
intended for grade 4 and up. Registration is required by
4:30 p.m. on Monday, September 26.

Glow Track It!

Friday, October 7, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
McFarland Park
Halloween night is right around the corner! Celebrate
by spending an evening exploring the outdoors.
Participants will learn about animal tracks and then
embark on an exciting night hike through the woods.
Each group will get a special blacklight flashlight to
find glowing animal tracks. End the evening by relaxing
around a campfire. Participants are welcome to bring
s’more making ingredients! Fee is $5 per registered
group. Registration is required by 4:00 p.m. on Friday,
October 7.

Wild Tots

Sunday, October 9, 10:00 - 11:30 a.m.
Hickory Grove Park- Oriole Ridge
Get outdoors with your toddler this fall! While we
explore, we will discover and learn about animals that
wake up when the sun goes down. This program will
include a story, craft, hands-on activities, and lots of
nature exploration. Program is intended for children
between 18 months and 4 years old; children must be
accompanied by an adult. Fee of $5 with registration is
required by 4:00 p.m. on Monday, October 3.
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Thursday, October 13, 6:00 - 7:30 p.m.
Hickory Grove Park - Oriole Ridge

Climate Conversations

Wednesday, October 19, 6:00 - 7:00 p.m.
Nevada Public Library
Want to open a conversation about climate change
with friends and neighbors but need a place to
start? Join Story County Conservation naturalist
Rebekah Beall to share and develop stories and
strategies based on local experiences of change.
Learn about community efforts to work toward
a more sustainable future. Drop in program, no
registration required.

Halloween Hides and Creepy Caches
Thursday, October 27, 7:30 - 9:30 p.m.
McFarland Park

This is a geocache hunt like no other! Combining the
fun of geocaching with the spirit of the season, the
pursuit has turned nocturnal! Join us for Halloween
Hides and Creepy Caches, and experience McFarland
Park after dark and enjoy finding hidden jack-o-lanterns
throughout the park. Fee is $10 per registered group.
Registration is required by 4:00 p.m. on Thursday,
October 13.

Event Calendar
Date

Time

Event

Location

Saturday, August 6

10:00 - 11:30 a.m.

Wild Tots

Hickory Grove Park,
Oriole Ridge

Tuesday, August 16

4:30 - 5:30 p.m.

Play OUTside:
LGBTQ+families

McFarland Park

Saturday, August 20

1:00 - 3:30 p.m.

Creek Walk

McFarland Park

Thursday, September 1

10:30 - 11:30 a.m.

O.W.L.S.

McFarland Park

Wednesday, September 7

10:30 - 11:30 a.m. &
4:00 - 5: 00 p.m.

Monarch Mania

McFarland Park

Sunday, September 11

10:00 - 12:00 p.m.

Monarch Mania

Tedesco Environmental
Learning Corridor

Wednesday, September 14

4:00 - 5:00 p.m.

Monarch Mania

West Peterson Park

September 23 -25

Weekend Event

Wild Women of the
Woods

Hickory Grove Park

Tuesday, October 4

5:30 - 6:45 p.m.

Try Shooting Air Rifles

Hickory Grove Park

Friday, October 7

6:30 - 8:30 p.m.

Glow Track It!

McFarland Park

Sunday, October 9

10:00 - 11:30 a.m.

Wild Tots

Hickory Grove Park,
Oriole Ridge

Thursday, October 13

6:00 - 7:30 p.m.

Bats: Wonders of the
Night

Hickory Grove Park

Wednesday, October 19

6:00 - 7:00 p.m.

Climate Conversations

Nevada Public Library

Thursday, October 27

7:30 - 9:30 p.m.

Halloween Hides and
Creepy Caches

McFarland Park

STORY COUNTY CONSERVATION
515.232.2516

56461 180th Street • Ames, Iowa 50010
Monday - Friday • 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

conservation@storycountyiowa.gov • www.storycountyconservation.org
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BOARD & STAFF
Conservation Board

Christine Laumer, Chair
Dr. Nancy Franz, Vice Chair
Dr. Jim Pease, Secretary
Craig Meyers, Member
Ted Tedesco, Member
Linda Murken, Ex Officio Member

The Story County Conservation Board
typically meets the second Monday
of each month at the Story County
Conservation Center at
McFarland Park (56461 180th St.),
northeast of Ames. Meetings are open to
the public.

Conservation Staff

Conservation Center, Ames
Michael Cox, Director
Ryan Wiemold, Parks Superintendent
Pat Shehan, Special Projects Ranger
Marianne Harrelson, Financial Data Manager
Brittany Ridgway, Administrative Assistant II
Jerry Keys, Environmental Education Coordinator
Bobbi Donovan, Naturalist
Jess Lancial, Naturalist
Rebekah Beall, Naturalist
Beth Waage, Naturalist
Casey Struecker, Outreach/Community
Engagement Coordinator

HELP PURCHASE A NEW PROPERTY!
Help us reach our new goal of $40,000!

Your Story County Conservation Partners membership will help purchase
the Deppe Property. You will receive a nature-themed magnet and a 10%
discount on all programs, facility rentals, and merchandise. The Red Fox
membership level and above will be recognized in the conservation center
for their support.

Eagle Business Level - $1,000 or more
Red-tailed Hawk - $1,000 or more
Great Blue Heron - $275 to $999
Red Fox - $125 to $274

Monarch Business Level - $250 to $999

Goldfinch - $70 to $124
Otter (Family) - $35 to $69
Great Horned Owl (Individual) - $30

Name 								
Address 								
City 				

State 		

Zip 		

Phone 								
E-mail 								
Enclosed is my check for $ 						
My membership level is 						
Make checks payable to: Story County Conservation Partners
56461 180th Street, Ames, IA 50010-9451; Phone (515) 232-2516
Or join online!

www.mycountyparks.
com/County/Story.aspx

McFarland Park Shop, Ames
Russ DeWall, Operations Supervisor

Logan Heissel, Park Ranger
Dillon Schmidt, Conservation Technician II
Kallie Judson, Conservation Technician I
Derek Seward, Trails/Natural Resources
Technician

Hickory Grove Shop, Colo
Jake Smith, Operations Supervisor

Olivia VanderHart, Park Ranger
Hunter Simmons, Conservation Technician II
Maxwell McCarty, Conservation Technician I
Brandon Clough, Natural Resource Specialist

IRVM Office & Shop, Nevada
Joe Kooiker, Vegetation Management
Biologist

Tyler Kelley, Vegetation Management
Specialist

Administration Bldg., Nevada

We are grateful to all those who support
Story County Conservation with
donations of time, funding, and materials.
THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING FOR THEIR GENEROSITY

All Partners members &
volunteers

Linda Applegate

Kevin and Ann Burns

Story County Community
Foundation

Terry and Susan Proeschodt

Iowa Master Naturalist

Craig Myers

Beth’s Sewing and Alterations

Chris Henning

Michael Meetz

Carroll Marty

David and Susan Benson

Linda Wright

Sara Carmichael, Watershed Coordinator
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