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This last year was full of unexpected corners, opportunities, and demands to be creative. Societal shifts affected every
aspect of SCC. Outdoor recreation dramatically increased, and community engagement and environmental education
methods had to respond to a new virtual world. All of this change has provided new opportunities to fulfill our
mission.

recreational opportunities

Did you try to buy a kayak, tent, or camper last year? Americans were outdoors in unprecedented levels. We
continued to work toward improving recreational opportunities to respond to this need. We completed a major
renovation of Hickory Grove Lake, designated the South Skunk River Water Trail, paved 10 miles of recreational trails,
and made significant improvements at several parks.

habitat & natural resources

Our team was busy battling invasive species, nurturing our natural areas (including our roadsides and prairie
remnants), developing management plans, inventorying environmentally sensitive areas, and increasing the amount
of protected habitat. Staff received 1st place in the Izaak Walton League Habitat Improvement Award – a statewide
award.

Water Quality

Efforts to specifically address water concerns reached a new high this year. We worked with other jurisdictions and
stakeholders to develop a water quality monitoring plan, implemented a citizen monitoring effort, acquired a grant to
conduct a watershed assessment in the Headwaters of the South Skunk River Watershed Management Authority, and
have initiated planning for many future water quality improvements.

Diversity, equity, and Inclusion

Are we doing the best we can to reduce barriers and increase diversity in our parks, programs, and projects? We are
embarking on an initiative to answer this question and identify new ways of reaching parity with our county. We
developed a program to provide discounts on registration and camping fees for low-income individuals and families.
Our vision includes seeking and embracing diversity, equity, and inclusion in all aspects of SCC.

Programming and outreach

This has been a difficult year for social engagement and traditional methods of environmental education and outreach.
Although challenging, the pandemic offered an opportunity to retool how we engage with you. Our social media
engagement increased. Virtual programs in birding, edible landscaping, and more have been received exceptionally
well. Small group outdoor excursions were offered for safe and more intimate experiences.

Funding and Legislative

Sustainable funding for conservation in Iowa continues to be a need. The majority
of Iowans have repeatedly said this. We continue to seek funding of the Natural
Resources and Outdoor Recreation Trust Fund. We rely on grants, partnerships, and
generous financial and in-kind contributions from community members like you to
move conservation initiatives forward. Community donations have allowed trail and
habitat improvements, and will be used to help purchase new natural areas. Private
support and partnerships are the heart of SCC.
Trying as it may have been, this last year was a win for conservation in Story County.
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Michael Cox, Director

In the parks...
265th access
• Will be re-rocked and re-graded
this summer
carroll Prairie
• Prairie restoration work is underway
with help from Conservation Corps of
Iowa (read more on page 10)
christiansen Forest Preserve
• Savanna restoration work continues
• Several mowed paths in this park
have been abandoned or rerouted;
please mind any trail closure signs
crooked Bend
• A new trail has been created with bird
lovers in mind! The area has been
adopted by Big Bluestem Audubon
Society.
McFarland Park
• Timber stand improvement is taking
place in several portions of the park
• Design work on the future lake
restoration is in the budget
hickory Grove Park
• New prairie planting near Oriole
Ridge Lodge was recently completed
• Stay tuned for a celebration of the
completed lake restoration this
summer
Robison Wildlife Acres
• New rustic log bridge/stream crossing
completed
Tedesco Connector Trail
• Bluebird houses installed, prairie
plantings through spring

Many other plantings and prescribed
fire will be taking place throughout the
county

— The LaTesT —

Timely and brief updates on ongoing projects

Partners Making a Difference

$23,470 as of March 26, that is how much Partners memberships
have contributed this year towards the purchase of the 35-acre
Osheim property along the South Skunk River south of Story City.
That is almost 98% of the $24,000 goal. Thank you everyone, and
welcome to the 6 new members! I hope you have been able to
get outside and enjoy the many parks and natural areas you so
graciously support. We also encourage you to follow Story County
Conservation on Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube to see what’s
going on in your local parks and the field of conservation in Iowa.

Izaak Walton League habitat Improvement award

This award is given based on habitat improvements a county
conservation department completed in a given fiscal year. Here’s a
snapshot of what SCC completed in FY20:
• 62 acres of planted prairie (and 5 acres of private land)
• controlled burning/mowing done on 234.5 acres (and 4 acres of
private land)
• 144 wildlife acres acquired
• 222 acres of wildlife habitat established through equipment
rental
• 5 acres of savanna established
• 116 pounds of native prairie seed harvested

Bird Friendly county signs and Flag

Story County was designated as a Bird Friendly County last year
and signs are being installed in key locations throughout the
county to help promote and celebrate. A flag is also flying at
the Administration Building in Nevada. The county reapplies for
designation annually and must demonstrate growth from the prior
year’s application. Visit our website for resources on implementing
bird friendly practices at your home or business!

new administrative assistant

Brittany Ridgway is joining our team!
When you call our main office, this is
who will greet you. Brittany:
• Loves fishing and playing poker
• Was born in Germany and is a
dual citizen
• Takes an Ikea/Chucks Bargain
Barn trip with friends or family
every year
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— PROGRAMS & EVENTS —
Providing people opportunities and inspiration to develop an appreciation and
understanding of nature and humans as a part of it

Walk the Trails!

Nature Adventure Wednesdays

Join a naturalist as we walk the trails in our county parks.
This is a great opportunity for adults to explore new
places, meet new hiking pals, and have the opportunity
to ask a naturalist nature or park questions. Participants
can walk at their own pace. These walks are free, but
registration is required by 9:00 a.m. the day prior to each
hike. Walks are intended for adults.
• April 13: Hertz Family Woods & Nature Preserve (1
mile)
• April 20: Christiansen Forest Preserve (1 mile)
• April 27: East Peterson Park (1.5 miles)
• May 4: Robison Wildlife Acres (2 to 2.5 miles)
• May 11: McFarland Park (2.5 to 3 miles)
• May 18: Hickory Grove Park (3 miles)

Take a break from your screen and go on a field trip
with a naturalist! These are our favorite school field
trips offered instead for families. While all ages are
welcome, please note the suggested grades for each
program. Programs will take place outdoors and will be
canceled in the event of severe weather. Children must
be accompanied by an adult; no more than five children
per adult. Bring a blanket for your group to sit physically
distanced; masks are required. Fee of $5 is required with
registration by the Monday before each program.

Tuesdays in April & May, 9 - 11 a.m.
Various locations

Every Wednesday late April through May
Various locations

Weedin’ Out Wednesdays

April 28, May 5, May 12, May 19, May 26, 9 - 11 a.m.
Various locations
Help us weed the
county parks! Every
Wednesday we will be
pulling garlic mustard
or using hand tools
to cut honeysuckle,
both of which are
invasive plants taking
the place of more
valuable native plants.
Work locations will be
determined a week
in advance. Sign up
by the Sunday before
each week’s event.
Participants ages 15 and under need an adult present.

• April 28, 1:00 - 3:00 p.m.: GPS & Geocaching at
McFarland Park designed for grades 4 & up
• May 5, 1:00 - 2:30 p.m.: Bird Nerds at McFarland
Park designed for grade 1
• May 12, 1:00 - 3:00 p.m.: Pond Study at McFarland
Park designed for grades 2 & 3
• May 19, 1:00 - 2:30 p.m.: Insectology at Tedesco
Environmental Learning Corridor all grades
• May 26, 1:00 - 2:30 p.m.: Nature Detectives at
Hickory Grove Park designed for kindergarten

Bird Day Hikes

Tuesday, May 4
7:30 - 8:30 a.m., 12 - 1 p.m., or 4:30 - 5:30 p.m.
McFarland Park
Since 1984, May 4 has been celebrated as Bird Day. It is
like a pre-party for National Migratory Bird Day on May
8. Come join one of Story County Conservation’s resident
bird nerds for an hour of bird watching and ID around
McFarland Park. No experience necessary! These hikes
are free, but registration is required by noon on Monday,
May 3.

story county conservation
515.232.2516
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Wildflower Walks

McFarland Park
Monday, May 3, 4 - 6 p.m.
robison Wildlife acres (29490 632nd ave., nevada)
*Thursday, May 6, 1:30 - 3:30 p.m.
Monday, May 10, 4 - 6 p.m.
Come and explore Story County in spring. Woodland
wildflowers are some of the best signs of the season.
Find out the names and stories behind some of Iowa’s
beautiful spring ephemerals. View more details about
each individual hike on the registration page. These
walks are free, but registration is required prior to the
walk. *This walk is led by Outdoor Alliance of Story
County volunteers

nature Play: Pond scooping!

Tuesday, May 4 or May 11, 4:30 - 5:30 p.m.
Tedesco environmental Learning corridor
Bring your water shoes and get ready to get wet
and muddy! During this unstructured activity, we’ll
provide scooping equipment and head to the pond to
catch fascinating pond creatures. Let the imagination,
discoveries, and friendships unfold! This is most
appropriate for ages 5 and up, but all ages are welcome.
These programs are free, but registration is required by
4:00 p.m. the day prior to each program.

World Migratory Bird Day
saturday, May 8

We are joining Iowa Young Birders and Wild Birds
Unlimited to offer a handful of activities throughout the
county to celebrate World Migratory Bird Day! Learn more
about birds and discover what they mean to you and our
planet. Watch our websites and social media pages for
details as May 8th gets closer.
Bird Friendly Iowa recently recognized both Story
County and the City of Ames for being “Bird Friendly.”

Discovery hikes

Monday, May 10, 9 - 10:30 a.m.
Tuesday, May 18, 12:30 - 2 p.m.
Mon., May 24, 9 - 10:30 a.m. or 1:30 - 3 p.m.
McFarland Park
This is the time to uncover new beginnings and reconnect
with nature. Join a naturalist on one or several of these
guided walks. Who knows what we’ll discover! These
hikes are free, but registration is required by 4:00 p.m.
the day prior to each hike.

celebrate Frog Jumping Day

Thursday, May 13, 2 - 3:30 p.m.
McFarland Park
Who knew May 13th was Frog Jumping Day? Let’s
celebrate by learning about these tiny, slimy creatures
and spend the day outside exploring their world. We’ll
try our hand at catching frogs, discover some of their
amazing adaptations, and perhaps even pretend to be
one. This program is free, but registration is required by
4:00 p.m. on Monday, May 10.

nature near you!
various locations

Nature is never too far away. In fact, it is just outside
your door. There are even some incredible county parks
right down the road from you. Come and explore some
of these nearby places, and enjoy a walk with one of
your county naturalists. Discover nature all around. These
walks are free, but registration is required by 4:00 p.m.
the day prior to each walk.
• Thursday, May 13, 9 -10 a.m. at Tedesco
Environmental Learning Corridor
• Monday, May 17, 9 - 10 a.m. at Hertz Family Woods
& Nature Preserve
• Monday, May 17, 1 - 2 p.m. at Tedesco
Environmental Learning Corridor
• Tuesday, May 18, 4 - 5:30 p.m. at Christiansen Forest
Preserve
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evening Prairie Walks

national Trails Day Workday

Join Dr. Thomas Rosburg on monthly prairie walks at
the largest prairie remnant in Story County. See rare and
common prairie flora that change each month, and learn
about the history and ecology of Central Iowa prairies.
Long pants, sturdy, closed-toe shoes, and bug spray are
recommended. These walks are free, but registration is
required by the day prior to each walk.

Assist with some trail maintenance on National Trails
Day! We’ll be sprucing up the mulched trails, then using
leftover mulch on trees throughout the park. Registration
is required by 4:00 p.m. on Thursday, June 3.

May 13, June 24, July 22, august 26, 7 - 8:30 p.m.
Doolittle Prairie

FLoaT v reunion campfire

saturday, May 15, 7:30 - 10 p.m.
McFarland Park
Calling all past FLOAT V-ers! We want to know what
you have been up to! Story County has been providing
backpacking adventures to high school youth for
10 years. We have had the privilege of leading 82
participants in this program, and sometimes it’s fun to
just get together, share stories and laughs, and remember
trips of years past. RSVP to Heather at
hhucka@storycountyiowa.gov. Must have been a
participant in a FLOAT V nature camp to attend.

story county step out into summer
May 28 - July 5

We’ve created an online family challenge that will take
you from your home and into your county parks, and it
kicks off May 28! Summer is almost here and we want
to encourage you to get outside and explore, have some
fun, and gain points while doing it! Here’s how to play:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Download the GooseChase app (it’s free!)
Create your team name
Search for Story County Step Out into Summer
Start earning points by completing missions to win a
$50 gift certificate to JAX Sporting Goods!

Sign-up starts May 15, and the challenge begins May 28.
New missions will be posted each Friday. Your team will
have until July 5 to complete as many missions as you
can. Direct questions to Beth Waage at
ewaage@storycountyiowa.gov.
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saturday, June 5, 10 a.m. - 12p.m.
Tedesco environmental Learning corridor

Try Kayaking

Wednesday, June 16, 10 - 11:30 a.m. or 1 - 2:30 p.m.
West Peterson Park
Participants will receive basic instructions on how to
operate a kayak, then tour West Peterson lake with
a naturalist as your guide. Kayaks, paddles, and life
jackets provided. Fee of $15 per person is required with
registration by 4:00 p.m. on Monday, June 14.

advanced stand up Paddle Boarding

Monday, July 19, 6 - 8 p.m. at West Peterson Park or
Monday, July 26, 6 - 8 p.m. at hickory Grove Park
Go beyond basic paddle boarding, and dive deeper into
paddle board maneuvering skills! Plan on getting wet as
you test your new abilities. This program is for paddlers
ages 18 and up. Fee of $15 is required with registration
by the Friday before each program.

also watch for...
hickory Grove Park Grand opening

Watch our website and social media for an
announcement about a celebration of the completed
lake restoration!

Wild Women of the Woods
october 8-9, hickory Grove Park
WWW is designed to give women the
opportunity to explore the outdoors, learn
or improve skills, and network with women
with similar interests. Optional camping plus
tentative session topics including kayaking,
archery, food and nutrition for outdoor adventures,
going green at home, disc golf, and much more!
Open to anyone who identifies as a woman 18 or
older. More info will be posted on our website soon.
Registration opens in May.

nature camps

Don’t panic! We didn’t forget about Nature Camps. Details are still being planned to ensure our
offerings align with COVID-19 best practices. nature camp info will be posted on our website by
the end of april and online registration will open on Monday, May 3 at 6:00 p.m.

— caLenDar oF evenTs —
Date

Time

May 3
4:00 p.m.
7:30 a.m., 12 p.m., & 4:30 p.m.
May 4
May 4
9:00 a.m.
May 4
4:30 p.m.
May 5
9:00 a.m.
May 5
1:00 p.m.
May 6
1:30 p.m.
May 8
TBD
May 10
9:00 a.m.
May 10
4:00 p.m.
May 10
5:30 p.m.
May 11
9:00 a.m.
May 11
4:30 p.m.
May 12
9:00 a.m.
May 12
1:00 p.m.
May 13
9:00 a.m.
May 13
2:00 p.m.
May 13
7:00 p.m.
May 15
7:30 p.m.
May 17
9:00 a.m.
May 17
1:00 p.m.
May 18
9:00 a.m.
May 18
12:30 p.m.
May 18
4:00 p.m.
May 19
9:00 a.m.
May 19
1:00 p.m.
May 24
9:00 a.m. or 1:30 p.m.
May 26
9:00 a.m.
May 26
1:00 p.m.
May 28 - July 5
May 31
June 5
10:00 a.m.
June 14
5:30 p.m.
June 16
10:00 a.m. or 1:00 p.m.
June 24
7:00 p.m.
July 5
July 12
5:30 p.m.
July 19
6:00 p.m.
July 22
7:00 p.m.
July 26
6:00 p.m.

event

Location

Wildflower Walk
McFarland Park
Bird Day Hikes
McFarland Park
Walk the Trails
Robison Wildlife Acres
Nature Play: Pond Scooping
Tedesco Environmental Learning Corridor
Weedin’ Out Wednesdays
TBD
Nature Adventure Wednesdays
McFarland Park
Wildflower Walk
Robison Wildlife Acres
World Migratory Bird Day Celebration
TBD
Discovery Hike
McFarland Park
Wildflower Walk
McFarland Park
Story County Conservation Board Meeting
Zoom
Walk the Trails
McFarland Park
Nature Play: Pond Scooping
Tedesco Environmental Learning Corridor
Weedin’ Out Wednesdays
TBD
Nature Adventure Wednesdays
McFarland Park
Tedesco Environmental Learning Corridor
Nature Near You!
Celebrate Frog Jumping Day
McFarland Park
Evening Prairie Walk
Doolittle Prairie
FLOAT V Reunion Campfire
McFarland Park
Nature Near You!
Hertz Family Woods & Nature Preserve
Nature Near You!
Tedesco Environmental Learning Corridor
Walk the Trails
Hickory Grove Park
Discovery Hike
McFarland Park
Nature Near You!
Christiansen Forest Preserve
Weedin’ Out Wednesdays
TBD
Nature Adventure Wednesdays Tedesco Environmental Learning Corridor
Discovery Hike
McFarland Park
Weedin’ Out Wednesdays
TBD
Nature Adventure Wednesdays
Hickory Grove Park
Story County Step Out Into Summer
county-wide!
Story County Conservation Offices Closed
National Trails Day Workday
Tedesco Environmental Learning Corridor
Story County Conservation Board Meeting
Zoom
Try Kayaking
West Peterson Park
Evening Prairie Walk
Doolittle Prairie
Story County Conservation Offices Closed
Story County Conservation Board Meeting
Zoom
Advanced Stand Up Paddle Boarding
West Peterson Park
Evening Prairie Walk
Doolittle Prairie
Advanced Stand Up Paddle Boarding
Hickory Grove Park

need to locate one of our parks or areas? you can view individual maps and 911 addresses online.

www.storycountyconservation.org
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Start the Conversation:

Season by Season

Photo by Seth Warburton

As the climate changes and we experience a warmer,
wetter, wilder Midwest—more prone to extremes
of drought, heat, and floods—I’m searching for the
meaningful rhythms of nature I want to protect, examples
of resiliency from my family’s past, and hopeful solutions
for the future.
If we look, it’s there. Our connection with the cycles of
nature. The challenge is attention.
The first breath of thaw in late winter focuses my
attention on spring. This is the season of anticipation:
snow turns to slush to mud. The smell of soil released
from ice. Moss greening into a glow against old leaves
and gray bark.
By spring 50 degrees feels like t-shirt weather. Sunlight
through bare tree branches a blessing. My family goes to
the forest, searching for the first bloom: hepatica. Each
flower rises on a single stem dressed for the weather in
a downy covering of hairs. Soon there are bunches and
bouquets, the forest rejoicing in spring. Other signs arrive
in concert with the flowers—the calls of chorus frogs,
the first red-winged blackbirds—but it’s the wildflowers
we attend most closely, our ritual. We can’t resist
snapping photos year after year. Mixed in with pictures
of my family growing older each year, they appear like
punctuation: spring!
From one year to another our hepatica photos look
identical, like reliable old friends. But something is
changing. More and more often spring temperatures are
coming early. Other years we experience false spring—
unusually warm temperatures followed by a return
to cold that can freeze buds and blossoms. Spring is
becoming increasingly unpredictable.
These rhythms matter. The flowers and other plants bud
8
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and leaf out in response to temperature. Wildflowers
bloom. Bugs emerge to feed on and pollinate the
plants. Bird migration and breeding is partly timed to
the expected availability of food, often insect hatches. If
the plants and bugs are early and the birds are too late,
the birds miss out on critical food resources. Scientists
call events like these mismatches and already see them
happening.
These rhythms matter. I take my kids to the forest in
spring because my parents took me. My grandpa’s morel
hunting stick hangs on my parents’ wall, smoothed
brown through many seasons of use. We walked the
woods hunting for morel mushrooms. The trees furred
a low sandy ridge on land my grandfather farmed. Slow
steps, eyes to the ground, attention, patience.
I never had enough patience. Near the field access, an
enormous spreading lilac marked the site of a home
long gone. I snaked my small body through the shrubs,
hands in cool dirt, shimmying around stems to a hollow
center—a dim cathedral roofed with clouds of blossom.
And at its heart a huge yellow morel, taller than my
hand. I don’t know if this memory is true or invented.
Folk wisdom says to hunt morels when the lilacs are
ready to flower, when oak leaves are the size of squirrel
ears, when mayapple leaves open up. These signs reflect
the right springtime cues like soil temperature for both
the plants and mushrooms. They also reflect human
attention to the rhythms of nature—patterns noticed and
passed across generations.
It’s no surprise that as a naturalist I value protecting
natural areas. In the context of climate change,
they provide refuge for wildlife under stress, buffer
communities from flooding. and absorb carbon. Nature
in towns and cities
matters too. Urban
tree canopies and
parks provide cooling
effects for surrounding
neighborhoods and
capture storm water.
Trees and other native
plantings in yards and
neighborhoods become
part of the impact on
the whole community.
We need to think of

ourselves, our families, and our communities as part of the
natural system.
But natural areas can do even more. My daughter is a
solstice baby, born on the day of longest light. My son
celebrates his birthday only four days later. I want these
children—who came into the world with the turning of
a season—to attend to the cycles of nature and see how
they are changing. For them to develop this attention, they
need experience year by year, month by month, day by day
exploring and playing outside.

Rebekah Beall is a naturalist,
originally from Indiana,
who transplanted to Iowa
through attending Iowa
State’s Creative Writing and
Environment program. She
loves teaching about spiders,
insects, and wildflowers.

Access to natural spaces in our neighborhoods and
communities helps us build the relationship we need to
work toward climate change solutions. How do we provide
natural spaces that welcome as many as possible? How
do we provide experiences or mentoring for those who
want to begin connecting? We don’t have to have all the
answers, but we do need to have the conversation. It
starts with our community telling stories about what they
love and hope we can protect through our common efforts
to slow climate change.

Photo by Seth Warburton
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restoration
at carroll
Prairie
Brandon clough,
natural resource
specialist

Prairie restoration efforts are underway at Carroll Prairie. Carroll Prairie is a 49acre property approximately three miles northwest of Nevada. The prairie is
bisected by West Indian Creek which makes it a part of a greater habitat corridor
(or greenbelt) made of grasslands and riparian woodlands. Contiguous tracts of
land like greenbelts are critical habitat for Iowa’s wildlife species as their habitat
becomes more fragmented. Due to this, areas such as Carroll Prairie are a top
priority for us to protect and restore.
Many of the tree and shrub species throughout the prairie are either not native to
Iowa or are undesired in a grassland ecosystem. Historically, these species would
not have been able to survive in this area due to wildfires that swept across our landscape. For these reasons, we
are removing many tree and shrub species including honeysuckle, multiflora rose, white mulberry, eastern red cedar,
eastern cottonwood, honey locust, and boxelder.
These undesired species harm the native ecosystem in many ways. From a vegetative stand point, they are outcompeting native prairie plants by rapidly growing in dense thickets. In doing so, bare soil is exposed underneath,
which leaves it vulnerable to erosion, impacting water quality downstream. From a wildlife standpoint, they are
breaking up the grassland into separate segments. Grassland birds in particular require large, contiguous habitat. The
trees also create perching habitat and corridors for nest predators.
SCC staff collaborated with Conservation Corps Minnesota & Iowa to remove these undesired trees and shrubs (Thank
you CCI!). Brush piles will be burned in a year or two once they have had time to dry.
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HELP PURCHASE A NEW PROPERTY!

BOARD & STAFF
conservation Board

Dr. Jim Pease, Chair
Christine Laumer, Vice Chair
Dr. Nancy Franz, Secretary
Craig Meyers, Member
Ted Tedesco, Member
Linda Murken, Ex Officio Member

conservation staff
conservation center, ames

Michael Cox, Director
Ryan Wiemold, Parks Superintendent
Pat Shehan, Special Projects Ranger
Marianne Harrelson, Financial Data Manager
Brittany Ridgway, Administrative Assistant II
Jerry Keys, Environmental Education Coordinator
Heather Hucka, Naturalist
Jess Lancial, Naturalist
Rebekah Beall, Naturalist
Beth Waage, Naturalist
Erica Place, Outreach Coordinator

McFarland Park shop, ames

Danny Simcox, Park Ranger
Russ DeWall, Conservation Technician II
Derek Seward, Trails/Natural Resources Technician
Joe Hill, Conservation Technician
Dillon Schmidt, Conservation Technician

hickory Grove shop, colo

Luke Feilmeier, Park Ranger
Jake Smith, Conservation Technician
Hunter Simmons, Conservation Technician
Brandon Clough, Natural Resource Specialist

help us reach our goal of $24,000
Your Story County Conservation Partners membership will help purchase a new
property along the South Skunk River south of Story City. You will receive a
nature-themed magnet and a 10% discount on all programs, facility rentals, and
merchandise. The Red Fox membership level and above will be recognized in
the conservation center for their support.
eagle Business Level - $1,000 or more
red-tailed hawk - $1,000 or more
Great Blue heron - $275 to $999
red Fox - $125 to $274

Monarch Business Level - $250 to $999
Goldfinch - $70 to $124
otter (Family) - $35 to $69
Great horned owl (Individual) - $30

Name
Address
City

State

Zip

Phone
E-mail
Enclosed is my check for $
My membership level is
Make checks payable to: story county conservation Partners
56461 180th street, ames, Ia 50010-9451; Phone (515) 232-2516
Or join online!
www.mycountyparks.com/
County/Story.aspx

Thank you to all those who support
Story County Conservation with
donations of time, funding, and materials.

IrvM office & shop, nevada

Joe Kooiker, Vegetation Management Biologist
Tyler Kelley, Vegetation Management Specialist

The Story County Conservation Board
typically meets the the second Monday
of each month at the Story County
Conservation Center at
McFarland Park (56461 180th St.),
northeast of Ames. Meetings are open to
the public.

ThanK you To The FoLLoWInG For TheIr GenerosITy

Heifer International (Gordon E. Bivens)
David & Marsha Hegland
Cynthia Hildebrand
Little Woods (Kristin Roach)
Jeanne Edwards
Karen Lawson
Amy Prochaska

Nancy Franz
Lorna Carroll
Mike Meetz
Story County Community Foundation
Outdoor Alliance of Story County
Deb Marquart
Richard & Jennifer Martin
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If everyone lived like the average
american, we would need 5 earths
to support their lifestyle.
earth overshoot Day marks the date when humanity’s
demand for ecological resources and services in a
given year exceeds what earth can regenerate in that
year. In 2020, it fell on august 22.
The pandemic may have set the date back a bit due
to travel restrictions, curfews, and closures. you can
guess the overshoot date for 2021 and learn more
about how overshoot Day is calculated at
www.overshootday.org.

According to @GlobalFootprintNetwork, clothing makes
up 3% of the global Ecological Footprint. One of the
goals of a “capsule wardrobe” is to be intentional about
clothing purchases. Take a look at your closet. Can you
streamline your wardrobe?

