1. “We drove a covered wagon and a team of oxen called Bootlegs” and “Tome.” ... At one tlme it got so
monotonous that Little Allarol teased his father to ‘drive where there was not so meuch grass and more
sandhill cranes.” At one of our camping places our oxen ate up our box of dried herrings during the night.”
Abbie Mott Benedict, 189, Clﬁg County, 14

Hiteh up Your OXEN. It's a good thing You brought them. Bven though John thinks that oxen are slow and
stupld they are very dependable and strong and will be able to handle this long trip. One point for OXEN.

2. saturday, May 17, “Awoke this morning, found it is vaining hard as it could pour down. The men went
out of the wagon, made some coffee and warmed some beans and brought the breakfast to the wagon, which
we all crowded tnto. Used a trunk for a table and made out a very comfortable meal. Adfter eating they put
the dishes under the wagon where they remained till four o’clock, when the vain ceased and [ left the shelter
of the wagow for the fivst time today. It had grown very cold through the day, most of the men were wet
through”. _jane Gould Tourtillott 1862

With the rain and the cold weather, you really appreciate the COFFEE § BLANKETS You bought. You are
glad you brought the MATCHES, otherwise there would be no friendly fire for warmth and cooking. For
ourselves we really needed blankets because most of the time we slept elther out under the stars and
wndernenth the wagon. One polnt each for ench BLANKETS, COFFEE, MATCHES.

2. “We campent out every night, took our flour and meat with us and were at home. Bvery night cooked our
suppers and slept tn our wagon. We had a dutch oven and skillet, teakettle anol coffee pot, ano when [ made
bread tweade ‘salt vising.” Kitturah Penton Belknap, 1839, Ohio to lowa

Funny name salt rising.... There aln't no salt in k. Mostly just water, flowr and corn meal. It's a good
thing you brought FLOUR and CORN MEBAL to make bread. And who remenbered to buy a SKILLET?
Owne point for each FLOUR, CORN MEAL and SKILLET,

4. “Father Loved to hunt...and at that thwe there was ptewtg of wild game such as deer, wildl mm%s, pravie
chickens, quatles § rabbits § and bn summer squirrls §Buffalos was plenty but he never Rilled one he
always used a rifle in hunting....”

Margaret Archer Murray), 184 &, near Anamosa, 14

BY the thme we traveled to lowa, the buffalo had all been hunted, but there were still a mess of turkeys, deer,
andl rabbits. One polnt for ench RIFLE, EXTRA LEAD and POWDER

This morning Pa went out early and shot a deer. Ma cooked a mess of deer and
cured the vest of it with SALT, Pa went back out to hunt some more, Theve was a
single gunshot and a scremm of patn. Pa had a hunting accident. Ohl We were
tervified. He had shot off the tip of his pinky. Better give him some WHISKEY to
deaden the pain and to clean out the wound. One point each for ench SALT and
WHISKEY



5. ‘June 12..Passed {lve graves this morning and a comp where one of thelr men was dying. The sickiness
ls quite mortal...

June 14... Passed two graves today death caused from the cholera....

June 15, Traveled about three miles today and encamped on the accownt of our sick ones. Henry Ls not any
better and there are three more of our trabn that are sick. We find plenty of wood with our camping
ground...” Lydia Allen Rudd, 1852
“Tuesday, June 2...1n the afternoon we passed a lonely nameless grave on the prairie. It had a headboard. (t
called up a sad train of thoughts, to my mind, it seems so sad to think of being buried and left alone in so
wildl a country with no one to plant a flower or shed a tear o'er one’s grave...” jane Gould Tortillott, 1862

The youngest in your family group came down with cholera. You gave that youngin’ CHOLERA
MEDICINE and the child dies. 1t's a waste of Your money, you shouldn't have taken it. So subtract one
polnt if You bought CHOLERA MEDICINE, For myjself [ am ever so thankful that none of us got sick.
Many others were not so lucky. However, if you did Loose someone, hopefully you bought a shovel so you
could burry them. One point for SHOVEL

&. “Monday, May 1&th...Bvening - we have had all kinds of weather today. This morning was dry, dusty
and sandy. This afternoon it ratned, hailed, and the wind was very high. Have been traveling all the
afternoon in mud ano water up to our hubs. Broke chains and stuck tn the mud several thmes. The men
and boys are all wet and muddy). Hard times but they say misery loves company. We are not alone on
these bare plains, it is covered with cattle and wagowns...” Awmelia Stewart kKnight, 1853

Your wagon wheels begin to sink tnto wet sand during a river crossing. You get stuck. The only saving
grace is that you brought along o ROPE. Ruick tie the rope to Your wagon and tie it to a tree or another
wagow so Your wagown doesw't slide downstrean. if you broke chains that means your harness might be
done for. Hope You purchased an extra one. One polnt each for ROPE and EXTRA HARNESS.

F. “‘saturday), june 28..Dld not travel today.... Albert set the tirve of his wagon wheels and set some shoes on
the horses, which wmade a pretty havd days work for him. He also shortened the veach for his wagon. The
smith here only charges tew dollars for shoetng a Yoke of oxen. (did a large washing and Lucy did a large
quantity of cooking. Made herself nearly sick working so havd. Gus and | took my clothes to the river to
rinse them. was a Little island covered with wild bushes nearby. Gus tried to wade over to it - to hang the
clothes but it was too deep so we were obliged to hang them on some Low bushes close to the viver.” _jane Gould
Tortillott, 1862

Chores were still a big part of traveling. Cooking, dishes, and cleaning were done voutinely. Hope You
didn't waste Your money on new clothes. We just take to washing the ongs we have. No point in ruining
nice new things. | won't take a polnt away if you did buy new clothes but Let it be a lesson n wastefulness.



The hills and ruts ave havd on the wagon and it begins to creak. To lkeeep the
wagon wheels turning, fix it with the AXEL GREASE. Oh no! The wheel broke so
You had better pull out the PRAW KNIFE to fix it. it will help you make o new
spoke bn o tlme. Owne polnt each for AXEL GREASE and DPRAW KNIFE (two
polnts possible).

Not only did John bring these things but he also brought and extra Axel, wagon
tongue, wheel, and oxen yoke.

8. “This Ls our fifth week. Is early yet so Charles and me walk down to the river to fish. Uncle Chet showed
up as he said, to help carry the Lond of fish we were going to hook.” Big joke. Anyway we fooled him and
ourselves because we caught some real nice ones. The drawback is to clean the messy things. Back to camp
and fish for supper.” Mary Alice Shutes, 1862 Carvoll County, 14

Fish was a wonderful way to get ment out on the trail. Hopefully you purchased fish hooks and a skinning
enife to clean them from the General Store. Owne polnt for each FISH HOOK.S and SKINNING KNIFE,

9. “..we will have to camp tonlght as we have been dolng...” We have a wice campfire golng to keep wild
animals away - mostly the small Rind. They won't come very close to the fire. Neavest nelghbor is nearly
half a wile away. Anyway we have a Lot of weary miles behind us. Glaod to have done it but would not care
to oo it over again or VErY soon anyway).” Mary Alice Shutes, 1862, Caroll C&MVLZ_LH, 4

Yes the journey (s taking it's toll and (s taking longer than expected. But by now we have finally reached
the boarder of lown. But we were stopped tn our tracks before we could Lay a foot on lowa soil. wWhat did we
run bnto? Mississippl River. The only way to safely cross was to take a ferry. The ferry at Dubugue costed
$1.20. If you held back enough money give yourself another polnt.

You have finally arvived in lowa. Soon you will need your AX If you build Your home and farm. It has
been a long trip with many havdships past and many more to come. Owne polnt for AX,

POINT TOTALS:

1z + Made is tn a generally good time and with Little hardship
12-10 Made it but suffered haroships, perhaps lost a wmember of Your {amétg group
9 or less Stopped along the way. You did not make it to lown this year. And you did not turn around

for there was nothing to go back to. Save up and try again next year. You will be wiser and
better prepared for the jowrney).



