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Story County Conservation Board’s 2020 Legislative Priorities
Water Quality

Iowa DOT Funding for

REAP and Trust Fund

Support the Environment with
Local Land Use Policies

• Fund water quality improvements
• Support Watershed Management Areas
Lakes and rivers in Iowa are severely impacted by runoff
of excess nutrients and sediment from rural and urban
land. This negatively impacts the lakes and rivers in our
county, clogging them with algal blooms, reducing the
public’s ability to use them. We need to find ways, as a
society, to quickly and effectively reduce nutrient runoff
into our waters. This will involve close public and private
collaboration.

• Fund the Outdoor Recreation and Natural Resource 		
Trust Fund
• Re-authorize and fully fund REAP
Story County citizens have benefitted immeasurably from
REAP over the last 25 years, even though it has never
been fully funded. This program has been and continues
to be very successful for the citizens and natural
resources of our county and we urge legislators to fully
fund REAP. Additionally, the Trust Fund amendment to
our state constitution was passed overwhelmingly in
2010 (by 63 percent of the voting public, statewide.)
We urge the legislature to fully fund the Trust Fund by
passing a 3/8 of 1 percent increase in the state sales
tax. It will have great benefits to our natural resources,
our ability to manage them, and to our quality of life in
Iowa. We support the “Invest in Iowa” plan.

Iowa DNR Funding for

• Lakes Restoration
• Water Trails
• State Recreational Trails Grant Program
Our state and county parks, lakes and trails are a critical
part of Iowa’s natural resources, economic and social
fabric. These are woefully underfunded. We believe the
IDNR to be a critical partner in providing recreational and
educational natural resources for Iowa citizens.
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• Transportation Alternative Program
• Implementation of Complete Street Program
Funding for trails and trail maintenance is insufficient
to meet the public demand for trails. The TAP program
funding is critical to assisting jurisdictional needs for
multi-purpose recreational trails. Statewide DOT has
adopted Complete Street standards. We encourage the
DOT to construct rural and urban roadways which meet
the complete street standards.

We see a strong need to ensure that, as communities
in our county develop and expand, adequate public
property is set aside to ensure a high quality of life
for our citizens, including parks, natural areas, access
to clean water, rivers, streams, and wetlands that are
natural, as well as available for active and passive
recreational pursuits. We seek ways to work together
with local, county, and state officials to ensure that
adequate and intelligent future planning takes place.

Outdoor Recreation Opportunities
Are Crucial

The rural-urban migration results in an increased
population in central Iowa, including Story County (12
percent increase from 2000 to 2010). These citizens
seek recreation and leisure activities. In many cases,
our existing facilities are continually stressed with
more demands than can be accommodated. Without
additional facilities to meet these demands, existing
facilities get overused resulting in a diminished quality
of experience by users and degraded natural systems.
This pressure is also amplified by the condition of the
existing facilities as many SCCB facilities are in need of
infrastructure upgrades.

— PROGRAMS & EVENTS —
Providing people opportunities and inspiration to develop an appreciation and
understanding of nature and humans as a part of it

Nature Play

Here is a chance for families to gather at McFarland
Park and allow their kids to play freely with other
kids outdoors. Let the imagination, discoveries, and
friendships unfold! Families are encouraged to bring
a picnic dinner and continue the fun at the Nature
Playscape after playtime. Adults must remain present.
Activities are most appropriate for ages 5 and up, but all
are welcome.
Into the Woods!
Friday, May 1, 5:30 - 7:00 p.m.
A naturalist will lead the group to a designated wooded
area and will facilitate fort building and unstructured
nature play. Participants should wear long pants and
closed-toe shoes. This free program requires registration
by 4:00 p.m. on April 30, and spots will be limited.
A Frogging We Will Go!
Friday, June 5, 5:30 - 7:00 p.m.
Bring your water shoes, and get ready to get wet and
muddy! A naturalist will hand out scooping equipment
and we will head to the pond to catch frogs, tadpoles,
snails, and other fascinating pond creatures. Participants
should wear closed-toe shoes and clothes that can get
wet and muddy. This free program requires registration
by 4:00 p.m. on Thursday, June 4, and spots will be
limited.

O.W.L.S. Programs

O.W.L.S. (Older, Wiser, Livelier Souls) programs are held
each month at 11 a.m. at the Story County Conservation
Center. These are designed for “boomers” or older -but anyone can attend. An optional luncheon follows
the program for just $7.50. Register for lunch at
storycountyconservation.org or call 515-232-2516.
Tuesday, May 5
Exploring Madagascar
Jess Lancial, Story County Conservation
Located off the east coast of Africa, Madagascar is the
world’s fifth largest island and known as a hotspot
for biodiversity, boasting species like lemurs, fossas,
chameleons, and flying fox bats. With 80% of its natural
forests now gone, Madagascar is one of the fastest
disappearing ecosystems on our planet. Join Naturalist
Jess Lancial as she shares stories and photography
chronicling her month-long excurison through
Madagascar and its unique landscapes, cultures, and
wildlife. Menu: Fried chicken, mashed potatos and gravy,
green beans, and fruit pizza. Register and pay for lunch
by 4:00 p.m. on Friday, May 1.

O.W.L.S. programs take a break over the summer. See
you in September!

STORY COUNTY CONSERVATION
515.232.2516
56461 180th Street • Ames, Iowa 50010
Monday - Friday • 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
conservation@storycountyiowa.gov • www.storycountyconservation.org
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World Migratory Bird Day

Trail Enhancement and Management Day

We’re celebrating and bringing awareness to our
feathered friends on World Migratory Bird Day. Story
County Conservation, Iowa Young Birders, and Wild Birds
Unlimited will offer hikes and activities for families while
recognizing Story County’s recent designation as a Bird
Friendly County. Watch our website and social media for
more details as this event gets closer!

Be a part of our TEAM and help get this new property
ready to open to the public! This park doesn’t have
an address yet; instructions for finding the property
are available at event registration. All volunteers are
asked to wear long sleeves, pants, and sturdy, closedtoe shoes. Bring work gloves and a water bottle.
Registration is required by Thursday, May 14, 4:00 p.m.
to ensure enough tools and refreshments for everyone.
Register at storycountyconservation.org under the Get
Involved tab. Must be at least 14 years old.

Saturday, May 9, 9:00 - 11:30 a.m.
Brookside Park, Hickory Shelter

Saturday, May 16, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Wicks Widlife Area (New property near Story City!)

Evening Prairie Walks

May 14, June 25, July 23, August 27
7:00 - 8:30 p.m.
Doolittle Prairie (14249 560th Ave., Story City)
Join Dr. Thomas Rosburg on monthly prairie walks at
the largest prairie remnant in Story County. See rare and
common prairie flora that change each month, and learn
about the history and ecology of Central Iowa prairies.
Long pants, sturdy, closed-toe shoes, and bug spray are
recommended. These walks are free and no registration is
required.
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Paddle Boarding Basics

Thursday, June 25, 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
West Peterson Park (55310 180th St., Ames)
Stand up paddle boarding is the fastest growing paddle
sport in the country. Come learn about different boards
and have fun trying your skills out on the water. Paddle
boarding can provide an amazing full-body workout
that addresses your core, cardio fitness, balance, and
flexibility, all with the fluidity of a paddle sport. Light
refreshments will be provided. Fee of $15 is required with
registration by 4:00 p.m. on Monday, June 22.

Let’s celebrate the completion of the lake restoration!
Watch our website and social media for event details

Wild Women of the Woods
October 9 -11, 2020

Save the Date!

Wild Women of the Woods is designed to give women the opportunity to explore the
outdoors, learn or improve skills, and network with women with similar interests.
2020 WWW Tentative Session Topics:
Kayaking, Archery, Falconry, Sustainable Clothing, Camping 101, Hiking With Your Dog,
Animal Tracking, Guided Meditation, Soul Collage, Playing With Your Kids Outdoors,
Unhuggables (live animals), Forest Bathing, Nature Craft Booklets, Djembe Drumming,
Photography, Healing Touch, How to Plan a Boundary Waters Trip, Traveling/Hiking Solo,
Edible Landscaping, Thai Massage, and much, much more!

Who: Anyone who identifies as a woman 18 or older; mothers, daughters, sisters, friends, or solo!
Where: Hickory Grove Park (67464 250 Street, Colo)
Registration will open in May!
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POLLIWOGS

For children starting kindergarten fall 2020
• Fur, Feathers, Fliers, & Fins
June 15 - 18 or June 22 - 25, 9 - 11:30 a.m.
• Dirt, Plants, Rocks, & Water
July 20 - 23, 9 - 11:30 a.m.

FROGS

For children completing kindergarten spring 2020
• Habicamp
June 22 - 26, 9 - 11:30 a.m. or 1 - 3:30 p.m.
• Adventure
July 20 - 24, 1 - 3:30 p.m. or July 27 - 31, 9 - 11:30 a.m.

WATERBUGS

For children completing grades 1 or 2 spring 2020
• Wild Water
June 8 - 12, 9 - 11:30 a.m. or 1 - 3:30 p.m.
• Expedition
July 20 - 24, 1 - 3:30 p.m. or July 27 - 31, 9 - 11:30 a.m.

Camp registration opens Thursday, April 16, 6 p.m.
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For pricing and more information, visit
http://bit.ly/StoryCountyConservationPrograms

Get the coveted
camp t-shirt!
Online sales.
New design
each year.

(Fun-loving Outdoor Adventure Team)

FLOAT I: Basic Outdoor Skills

For children completing grades 3 or 4 spring 2020
Held 9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. on:
• June 16 - 17
• June 29 - 30
• July 1 - 2
• July 9 - 10

FLOAT II: Outdoor Skills & Overnight

For children completing grades 5 or 6 spring 2020
• August 13, 9 a.m. - August 14, 9 a.m.

FLOAT III: Canoe Trip

For children completing grades 6 or 7 spring 2020
• August 11, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

FLOAT IV: Overnight Caving Trip

For children completing grades 7 or 8 spring 2020
• July 7, 9 a.m. - July 9, 3 p.m.

FLOAT V: Backpacking Trip to
Porcupine Mountains

For those completing grades 9 through 12 spring 2020
* This trip requires an application; deadline is May 18, 4 p.m.
Required training day on June 19, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Trip runs August 6, 6 a.m. - August 12, 7 p.m.
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— CALENDAR OF EVENTS —
Date			Time		Event							 Location
MAY

Friday, May 1		
5:30 p.m.
Tuesday, May 5		
11:00 a.m.
Saturday, May 9
9:00 a.m.
Monday, May 11
5:30 p.m.
Thursday, May 14
7:00 p.m.
Saturday, May 16
9:00 a.m.
Monday, May 25			

JUNE

Friday, June 5		
Monday, June 8		
June 8-12		
Saturday, June 13
June 15-18		
June 16-17		
Friday, June 19		
June 22-25		
June 22-26		
Thursday, June 25
Thursday, June 25
June 29-30		

5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
a.m. & p.m.
1:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
a.m. & p.m.
7:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m.

JULY

July 1-2			
9:00 a.m.
Thursday, July 2
6:30 p.m.
Friday, July 3				
Tuesday, July 7		
9:00 a.m.
July 9-10		
9:00 a.m.
Monday, July 13
5:30 p.m.
July 20-24		
1:00 p.m.
July 20-24		
1:00 p.m.
Thursday, July 23
7:00 p.m.
July 27-31		
9:00 a.m.
July 27-31		
9:00 a.m.

AUGUST (sneak peek)
August 6-12		
Monday, August 10
Tuesday, August 11
August 13-14		
Thursday, August 27

6:00 a.m.
5:30 p.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m.

Nature Play: Into the Woods					
McFarland Park
O.W.L.S.: Exploring Madagascar			
Conservation Center
World Migratory Bird Day Celebration				
Brookside Park
Story County Conservation Board Meeting		
Conservation Center
Evening Prairie Walk						
Doolittle Prairie
TEAM Day						
Wick’s Wildlife Area
Story County Conservation offices closed
Nature Play: A Frogging We Will Go				
McFarland Park
Story County Conservation Board Meeting		
Conservation Center
Waterbugs: Wild Water						
McFarland Park
Hickory Grove Park Grand Opening			
Hickory Grove Park
Polliwogs: Fur, Feathers, Fliers, & Fins				
McFarland Park
FLOAT I					
McFarland & Hickory Grove Parks
FLOAT V Training Day					
Conservation Center
Polliwogs: Fur, Feathers, Fliers, & Fins				
McFarland Park
Frogs: Habicamp						
McFarland Park
Evening Prairie Walk						
Doolittle Prairie
Paddle Boarding Basics					
West Peterson Park
FLOAT I					
McFarland & Hickory Grove Parks
FLOAT I					
McFarland & Hickory Grove Parks
Story County Conservation Partners Meeting		
Conservation Center
Story County Conservation offices closed
FLOAT IV						
Trip to Eastern Iowa
FLOAT I					
McFarland & Hickory Grove Parks
Story County Conservation Board Meeting		
Conservation Center
Frogs: Adventure						
McFarland Park
Waterbugs: Expedition						
McFarland Park
Evening Prairie Walk						
Doolittle Prairie
Frogs: Adventure						
McFarland Park
Waterbugs: Expedition						
McFarland Park
FLOAT V					
Porcupine Mountains
Story County Conservation Board Meeting		
Conservation Center
FLOAT III			
McFarland Park & throughout Story County
FLOAT II							
McFarland Park
Evening Prairie Walk						
Doolittle Prairie

Need to locate one of our parks or areas? You can view individual maps and 911 addresses online.

www.storycountyconservation.org
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— THE LATEST —

Timely and brief updates on ongoing projects

Debris Clean-up and Ecological Improvement

SCC staff have been working at both McFarland Park and
Hickory Grove Park to clean up years of fallen debris, hazard
trees, and undesired shrub and tree species.
At McFarland Park, areas of focus have been near the trails
and lake. Over the years, fallen trees got pushed along the
edges of the trails, which hindered our ability to properly
manage the ecosystem. The dense log piles were shading
out native plants and making it difficult for staff to conduct
prescribed fire in the area. To further help the ecosystem, we
thinned undesired trees to allow for more sunlight to hit the
forest floor and to allow the remaining trees to stretch out a
bit!
At Hickory Grove Park, staff have been taking advantage of
the drained lake and closed park to clear undesired shrub
and tree species from around the lake. These are the goals
for this project:
• To increase fishing access and provide a clear view of
the lake
• To improve trail/park aesthetics and safety
• To improve ecological health
• To reduce soil erosion by increasing the presence of
native grasses and forbs
We plan on having the lake’s shoreline cleared in time for
the park’s reopening this spring.

Partners
The Partners program started in 1997 with 104 members.

While people come and go from our community of
supporters, 21 have been with us since the beginning THANK YOU! And WELCOME to the seven new members this
year that have brought our community of supporters up to
182. Your combined efforts this year provided $12,226 in
support for Story County Conservation. We still have a long
way to go to reach this fiscal year’s goal of $24,000, but
we’re confident we will get there.

Assuming the spring rains fill Hickory Grove Lake, we will
be planning a Partners member canoe tour. The date will be
decided once the lake is full and the canoes are back on the
beach. Watch your emails and our social media for event
details!

Story County has been
designated as Iowa’s first
Bird Friendly County!
Stay tuned for more info.

Cabin Planning
It has long been a goal to construct cabins
in the parks for visitors and residents of
Story County to enjoy. As design plans for
a cabin at Dakins Lake became clearer, so
did the need for more research and fact
finding. Funded by YOUR dollars, we have
a duty and responsiblity to spend that
money wisely. We fully intend for cabins
to be a part of your Story County outdoor
experience! But we want to make sure we
do it right. Thank you for your patience as
we continue to strive for the best product
possible.
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To Watch a Dragonfly
For the first 22 years or so of my life, I was
completely unaware of odonates (dragonflies and
damselfies). Sure, at a surface-level I knew that they
existed and maybe I noticed them whizzing over
ponds or fields, but I had no idea how complicated,
elusive, and beautiful these creatures were until I
found myself in a job where I had to capture, identify,
and count as many of them as I could.
“How hard could it be?” I thought to myself as I set
out into a prairie wetland complex in northwest
Iowa, a new member of a team charged with
inventorying the area’s flora and fauna. With net in
hand, I parted a sea of big bluestem at least a foot
taller than me and followed my GPS to my starting
point. Something darted into view as the grass
swooshed around me. A dragonfly! It was quick,
and every attempt to get it inside the net was a
comical miss. I chased it to the edge of a wetland
and, having lost sight of the speedy red jet, sat on
a log and pulled out my field guide. I knew it was
red, but there were at least a dozen red species.
Between flipping through the pages and glancing
over the water, I realized I knew nothing about this
amazingly vast group of insects. Seventy-five species
of dragonflies found in Iowa? And 44 species of
damselflies? How was I supposed to identify them as
they zoomed past always out of reach? I resolved to
just sit and observe for awhile -- to learn where they
lived, when they hatched, how they moved. I hoped
that each behavior was a clue to their species and
would make them easier to capture.
Have you ever watched a dragonfly? Really watched
one? They live intense and energetic lives. Ferocious
fights are part of their daily routine. The competition
for food, territory, and mates consumes every minute
of their day. Some seem to barely rest at all. And they
can be loud. The sound of their wings buzzing by was
something I’d apparently never noticed. And so many
colors. Suddenly a new world opened up and this
group of insects that I had never bothered to pay any
attention to became my new obsession.
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It might be tricky to catch a dragonfly, but it’s not
hard to watch one. Here’s all you need to know:

When?

It won’t be long before you’ll see the first species
emerging (late March), but much like the changing
colors of the prairie, new ones show up throughout
the summer and into early fall. They’re most
active on sunny days once the dew has dried and
temperatures are at least 65 degrees.

Where?

Head to a place with some water; all odonates need
water as part of their life cycle. Adults lay their
eggs in the water. They hatch after a few weeks
into wingless nymphs which don’t look much like
the adult version. They keep living an aquatic life
for somewhere between a few months and several
years, until they are large enough to climb out of
the water onto a log, rock, or plant stem where
they emerge into adults. Perch yourself somewhere
near the water’s edge, and you’re sure to see the
odonates’ stories unfold in front of you.

Why?

Better question: why not? Take a half an hour to peek
into their world. Worst case scenario, you’ve enjoyed
some peace and quiet, soaked up some vitamin D,
and tried something new. Nearly ten years after my
temporary inventory job, my interest in dragonflies
still hasn’t faded. My true appreciation for these
insects gives me a clearer lens when thinking about
habitat and water quality issues, and I’m excited by
how much more there is to learn. So please, take
some time this summer to watch a dragonfly.

Erica Place has been the outreach
coordinator for SCC since 2014.
She’s a self-proclaimed bird nerd
who loves to hike, collect rocks, and
take in peaceful landscapes. She
challenges herself to make less trash
and lessen her impact on the Earth.

Halloween pennant, McFarland Park
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Every spring, I start out with a renewed sense of purpose
in my outdoor spaces. “This year,” I think to myself, “I am
going to plant more and do better.” Inevitably, I take on
too many projects, and by August I am DONE with my
yard. I want nothing more to do with it than to just sit
and enjoy. However, when there are plants in the ground,
there is usually a chance that by August they will need
additional water. We do live in Iowa, after all.
To avoid this August burnout (no pun intended), there are
some key things you can do that will save you time and
energy, as well as water! It all starts before you put the
plants in the ground. Planning for drought will create a
plant selection that can eventually take the August heat.
Any new plantings need extra water to make it through
their first year, but once established, you can kick back
and relax.
Your plant possibilities are by no means limited. In fact,
your options are extensive when you consider all of the
plants that once roamed freely across this beautiful (hot)
state. Choosing native prairie plants has a multitude of
benefits.
LOW MAINTENANCE
Once established, the only maintenance they will need is
what you decide to, or not to, do. This creates more time
in your schedule for sitting and enjoying as opposed to
watering, deadheading, etc. Native plants are used to
Iowa’s climate. They have been
around for a while! They have
many adaptations for survival
in the harsh environment Iowa
presents from time to time.
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HELP NATIVE INSECTS
Native prairie plants also provide
beneficial habitat for our native
pollinators. I know “pollinators” is
a popular buzzword, but the benefits are real! Providing
plants for butterflies and other insects to get food and lay
eggs is a huge help in their plight. Just remember, if you
plant things in your yard that insects like, you will get the
insects. The plants will look more like going into a house
that is lived in, and not one that is staged for showing. If
you plant it, they will come, eat, and use! But there is so
much beauty in that.
WATER EXPERTS
Planting native plants allows more
water to soak into the ground,
creating less runoff and keeping
more water on your landscape. Less
runoff helps Iowa’s dwindling water
quality, as the water that falls on your
landscape will soak into the ground
much deeper than if it falls on turf grass. Turf grass is an
exotic species with a root system that is only four inches
deep. If it rains more than these roots can absorb, it will
pool and run off, taking with it soil and any chemicals
that are on the landscape. This runoff will eventually end
up in the nearest body of water, contributing to existing
water quality problems.
A landscape with native plants can absorb nine inches of
rainfall per hour before anything begins to runoff. That
absorption allows the water to work its way into the local
watershed slowly, thereby becoming decontaminated
and clean before it enters the closest body of water. This
deep absorption will also help in a drought situation,
as we often find ourselves in August. The roots will

bring up that water being held deep underground, and plants
are not selfish. They will actually share the water through their
root systems and other fungi in the soil to surrounding plants that
might not be able to tap into the deep-water stores.
NATIVE, OR NATIVAR?
You’ve decided to plant native! But are you choosing a true
native or a nativar? To explain, are you choosing a pale purple
coneflower, or a pale purple coneflower “magnus” variety?
The difference is that the “magnus” (or whatever nativar
name it has been given) has been propagated specifically
for some of its features and is able to be mass-produced in
the horticulture industry. Many of these nativars are sterile,
meaning they do not produce seeds, thereby leaving seedloving animals out to dry in the fall. Some of the “extras” found
in nativars, such as petals, prevent the plant from producing
much pollen or seeds, again, not allowing them to be beneficial
to wildlife. Do some research to see which plants you want, and
make sure to purchase from a reputable seed or plant source.

Beth Waage has been a naturalist
with SCC since 2015. She loves to
hike through all of Iowa’s habitats
looking for interesting plants, though
she doesn’t know them all! She also
enjoys growing things in her yard
and experimenting with different
edible plants.

Planting native plants is a win, win, win situation. It is good for
you, for the environment, and for insects. You can’t go wrong if
you go native. Iowa is fortunate to have several reputable native
seed and plant dealers -- a quick internet search will point you in
the right direction. Happy planning!

Ready to shop? Take it one step further...

By now most of us have heard of neonicotinoids and
are aware of the effects these chemicals are having on
bees and a variety of other organisms. These systemic
pesticides make every part of the plant toxic (including
the pollen and seeds) and are unfortunately still very
commonly used by nurseries and major retailers. Even
if you don’t use the chemicals after you’ve brought the
plant home, the damage has already been done. One
study showed that just 2 to 3 bites of a neonic-treated
milkweed plant can kill a monarch caterpillar.
So what can you do? Do your research and
educate yourself on neonicotinoids, which include
imidacloprid, acetamiprid, clothianidin, dinotefuran,
and thiamethoxam. If you see any of these on a
plant’s tag, think twice. Ask nursery staff whether
neonics were used on the plants and let them know
it’s an issue that’s important to you. Tell others about
neonics and their risks. Support nurseries and retailers
that use organic methods.

Some familiar and easy-to-find natives are coneflowers,
goldenrods, prairie dropseed, butterfly milkweed, blazing
star, black-eyed susans, and asters. If you want to create
more interest, plant some unique plants, like rattlesnake
master or Illinois bundleflower.
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This spring you’ll see Chronology stations pop up at Hickory Grove Park, McFarland Park, and the Tedesco
Environmental Learning Corridor. So, what are they? Chronolog is a project that leverages citizen science to create
timelapse photography of a location. We feel it is important to document habitat restoration work at these three
locations, and who better to help us do it than YOU, the users of these parks.
Each station will consist of a phone bracket and sign mounted on a 4X4 post. Visitors position their phone along the
bracket’s right angle (ensuring all photos are oriented exactly the same), take a picture of the site, and email it to
chronolog. Chronolog adds every photo to the site’s timelapse and emails a link with the timelapse to the visitor who
sent the picture.
With your involvement, we will be able to document how these habitats change seasonally and respond to
management.
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BOARD & STAFF
Conservation Board

Dr. Jim Pease, Chair
Christine Laumer, Vice Chair
Dr. Nancy Franz, Secretary
Craig Meyers, Member
Ted Tedesco, Member
Linda Murken, Ex Officio Member

Conservation Staff
Conservation Center, Ames

HELP BUILD A SUSTAINABLE CABIN!
Help us reach our goal of $24,000
Your Story County Conservation Partners membership will help build a
sustainable cabin at Dakins Lake. You will receive a nature–themed magnet and
a 10% discount on all programs, facility rentals, and merchandise. The Red Fox
membership level and above will be recognized in the conservation center for
their support.
Red-tailed Hawk - $1,000 or more
Great Blue Heron - $275 to $999
Red Fox - $125 to $274

Goldfinch - $70 to $124
Otter (Family) - $35 to $69
Great Horned Owl (Individual) - $30

Name 								

Michael Cox, Director
Ryan Wiemold, Parks Superintendent
Pat Shehan, Special Projects Ranger
Marianne Harrelson, Financial Data Manager
Elizabeth Jackson, Administrative Assistant II
Jerry Keys, Environmental Education Coordinator
Heather Hucka, Naturalist
Jess Lancial, Naturalist
Rebekah Beall, Naturalist
Beth Waage, Naturalist
Erica Place, Outreach Coordinator

Address 								

McFarland Park Shop, Ames

Or, join online!
www.mycountyparks.com/
County/Story.aspx

Danny Simcox, Park Ranger
Russ DeWall, Conservation Technician II
Vacant, Trails/Natural Resources Technician
Joe Hill, Conservation Technician
Dillon Schmidt, Conservation Technician

Hickory Grove Shop, Colo

Luke Feilmeier, Park Ranger
Beau Hoppe, Conservation Technician
Nick Keefer, Conservation Technician
Brandon Clough, Natural Resource Specialist

IRVM Office & Shop, Nevada

Joe Kooiker, Vegetation Management Biologist
Tyler Kelley, Vegetation Management Specialist

City 				State 		

Zip 		

Phone 								
E-mail 								
Enclosed is my check for $ 						
My membership level is 						
Make checks payable to: Story County Conservation Partners
56461 180th Street, Ames, IA 50010-9451; Phone (515) 232-2516

Thank you to all those who support
Story County Conservation with
donations of time, funding, and materials.

THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING FOR THEIR GENEROSITY

CASH DONATIONS

The Story County Conservation Board
typically meets the the second Monday
of each month at the Story County
Conservation Center at
McFarland Park (56461 180th St.),
northeast of Ames. Meetings are open to
the public.

Outdoor Alliance of Story County
for land acquisitions and Hickory Grove beach house
Bernadine Cozad
for future cabin
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Microplastics Showing Up in Iowa Beaches
This story recently ran on Iowa Public Radio. Photo courtesy of Buena Vista student Ben Maas.
Buena Vista University students recently
conducted a study that revealed microplastics
in sand samples from northwest Iowa beaches.
Did you know microplastics (any plastic less
than 5mm in size) can end up in waterways
through a variety of methods, including
laundry? Synthetic (plastic) fibers are too small
to be filtered out at treatment plants and can
wreak havoc on aquatic life. Here are some easy
tips to reduce the release of microplastics each
time you run a load through the wash:
• Opt for natural fibers rather than synthetic
• Wash synthetic fibers less often and in cold
water
• Avoid purchasing cheap “fast fashon”
clothes whenever possible
• Consider purchasing a product that traps
the microplastics (dryer balls, washing bags,
washing machine filter, etc.)

