
Between May and October of 2015, residents of 
Story County were asked to assist the Cornerstone 
to Capstone (C2C) Comprehensive Planning Process 
by completing two surveys utilizing Survey Monkey, 
an online survey tool. The first survey was the Story 
County C2C Plan Citizen Survey. The second survey 
was the Story County C2C Youth Survey.  This 
appendix includes the raw results of these surveys .  
Hard copies of the surveys were available and those 
that returned were entered as survey responses and 
are represented in these results.  A summary of these 
surveys is included in Chapter 2 of the Cornerstone 
to Capstone Comprehensive Plan.  This same survey 
was distributed again in the July 2017.  Those results 
were added to this section in September 2018.
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Nope, take me to the
survey please!

I participated by taking
the 2015 survey and I
feel that changes have
occurred and I would

like to re-take the
survey at this time.

I participated by taking
the 2015 survey and I
feel my responses are

still appropriate.

0.00%

10.00%

20.00%

30.00%

40.00%

50.00%

60.00%

70.00%

I took the 2015 C2C Plan Survey...

Responses

0.00%
10.00%
20.00%
30.00%
40.00%
50.00%
60.00%
70.00%

What are the three most important 
reasons you and your family choose to 

live and/or work in Story County?

Responses

July 2017
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Excellent Good Fair Poor Not Sure
0.00%

10.00%

20.00%

30.00%

40.00%

50.00%

60.00%

Overall, how would you rate the quality of 
life in Story County?

Responses

Improve Stay the Same Worsen
0.00%

5.00%

10.00%

15.00%

20.00%

25.00%

30.00%

35.00%

40.00%

During the next five years, I expect that 
the quality of life in the county will:

Responses
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0.00%
10.00%
20.00%
30.00%
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50.00%
60.00%
70.00%
80.00%
90.00%

Rate the following in Story County:

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Not Sure

0.00%
10.00%
20.00%
30.00%
40.00%
50.00%
60.00%
70.00%
80.00%

Please indicate changes you think would 
improve the quality of life in Story County 

(please check up to four).

Responses
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0.00%
20.00%
40.00%
60.00%
80.00%

100.00%
120.00%

Please share your opinion on how 
important it is to protect each of the 
following natural resources in Story 

County.

Very Important

Somewhat Important

Not Important

Not Sure

0.00%
10.00%
20.00%
30.00%
40.00%
50.00%
60.00%
70.00%
80.00%

During the next ten years, which of the 
following transportation investments do 

you support in Story County?

Strongly Support

Support

Oppose

Strongly Oppose

Not Sure
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0.00%

20.00%

40.00%

60.00%

80.00%

In your opinion, current environmental 
policies and regulations in Story County 

adequately protect the following 
environmental areas from damage or 

disruption:

Strongly Agree

Agree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Not Sure

0.00%
20.00%
40.00%
60.00%
80.00%

100.00%
120.00%

Initiatives to protect and improve the 
natural environment sometimes include 

increased monitoring and regulation 
efforts.  Would you support or oppose the 

following efforts?

Support

Oppose

Not Sure
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Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Strongly
Disagree

Not Sure
0.00%

10.00%

20.00%

30.00%

40.00%

50.00%

60.00%

Current park and recreational facilities in 
the county meet your needs:

Responses

Very Important Somewhat
Important

Not Important Not Sure
0.00%

10.00%

20.00%

30.00%

40.00%

50.00%

60.00%

1. How important is agri-tourism to 
you?

Responses
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Yes, in the
unincorporated

area

Yes, inside cities No Not Sure
0.00%

5.00%

10.00%

15.00%

20.00%

25.00%

30.00%

35.00%

40.00%

Should Story County provide more 
opportunities for agricultural businesses?

Responses

Yes Yes, but could be
altered

No, it should be
altered

Not Sure
0.00%

10.00%
20.00%
30.00%
40.00%
50.00%

3. Since 1977, Story County has 
used a 35-acre minimum lot size 

requirement in the A-1, Agricultural 
Zoning District for the construction of a 

new non-farm single family dwelling with 
the goal of preserving farm ground from …

Responses

July 2017
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0.00%
10.00%
20.00%
30.00%
40.00%
50.00%
60.00%
70.00%
80.00%
90.00%

Please share your opinion on how 
important it is to protect each of the 

following agricultural resources in Story 
County.

Very Important

Somewhat Important

Not Important

Not Sure

Increased regulations on
the use of pesticides and

fertilizers

Increased regulations
regarding the

agricultural operations
near streams and rivers

More regulations to
protect prime farmland

from development

0.00%
20.00%
40.00%
60.00%
80.00%

100.00%

Initiatives to protect and improve 
agricultural resources sometimes include 

increased monitoring and regulation 
efforts.  Would you support or oppose the 

following efforts?

Support

Oppose

Not Sure
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Yes No Not Sure
0.00%

10.00%

20.00%

30.00%

40.00%

50.00%

60.00%

Have you or your family experienced 
damages in Story County as a result of 

severe weather?

Responses

0.00%
10.00%
20.00%
30.00%
40.00%
50.00%
60.00%
70.00%
80.00%

If yes, indicate what kind of severe 
weather caused the damage. (Check all 

that apply)

Responses

July 2017
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0.00%
10.00%
20.00%
30.00%
40.00%
50.00%
60.00%
70.00%
80.00%

Please share your opinions about the 
types of new housing and housing 

improvements needed in Story County.

Strongly Agree

Agree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Not Sure

Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Strongly
Disagree

Not Sure
0.00%

10.00%
20.00%
30.00%
40.00%
50.00%
60.00%

Please indicate your level of agreement 
with the following statement; 

"Development of homes or businesses 
should be limited by law in floodplains 

and other areas where natural events are 
likely to cause frequent property …

Responses

Series2
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Within or
adjacent to a

city

Within or
adjacent to

existing rural
subdivisions

Away from
active farm
operations

On individual
residential

lots
scattered

throughout
the

countryside

Anywhere
there is a

suitable site
for

development

0.00%

10.00%

20.00%

30.00%

40.00%

50.00%

60.00%

In Story County, new residential 
development should be located:

Strongly Agree

Agree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Not Sure

Plentiful Adequate Lacking Not Sure
0.00%
5.00%

10.00%
15.00%
20.00%
25.00%
30.00%
35.00%
40.00%
45.00%
50.00%

In your opinion, how would you describe 
the availability of employment 
opportunities in Story County?

Responses

July 2017
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50.00%

60.00%

How secure do you believe your 
employment to be over the next 3-5 

years?

Responses

Yes No No opinion
0.00%

10.00%

20.00%

30.00%

40.00%

50.00%

Do you believe Story County should 
commit additional tax dollars to attract 

and retain private sector jobs in the 
county? 

Responses
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Yes No
0.00%

10.00%

20.00%

30.00%

40.00%

50.00%

60.00%

70.00%

80.00%

90.00%

Do you own or operate a business in the 
county?

Responses

Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Strongly
Disagree

Not Sure
0.00%

10.00%

20.00%

30.00%

40.00%

50.00%

60.00%

Please indicate your level of agreement 
with the following statement: "Story 

County is a good place to start a 
business."

Responses

July 2017
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0.00%
10.00%
20.00%
30.00%
40.00%
50.00%
60.00%
70.00%
80.00%
90.00%

Do you support or oppose the 
development of the following types of 

industrial establishments in the county?

Support

Oppose

Not Sure

Plentiful Adequate Lacking Not Sure
0.00%
5.00%

10.00%
15.00%
20.00%
25.00%
30.00%
35.00%
40.00%
45.00%
50.00%

In your opinion, how would you describe 
the availability of places to shop or dine in 

Story County?

Responses
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Never Daily Weekly Monthly At least once
per year

0.00%

5.00%

10.00%

15.00%

20.00%

25.00%

30.00%

35.00%

40.00%

45.00%

50.00%

How often do you leave the Story County 
area to shop?

Responses

0.00%
20.00%
40.00%
60.00%
80.00%

100.00%
120.00%

Please share your opinions about the 
supply of various retail and service 

businesses in the county.

Need More

Have Enough

Have too much

Not Sure

July 2017
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0.00%
10.00%
20.00%
30.00%
40.00%
50.00%
60.00%
70.00%
80.00%

From your experience, please rate the 
following services in your community.

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Not Sure

A great deal of
growth

Some growth, but
not a lot

Almost no growth
at all

Not sure
0.00%

10.00%

20.00%

30.00%

40.00%

50.00%

60.00%

Over the past five years, how much 
growth do you think Story County has 

experienced?

Responses
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Be LESS restrictive; allow
MORE flexibility for

where and how land
may be used and

developed

Be MORE restrictive;
allow LESS flexibility for

where and how land
may be used and

developed

Current policies are okay
0.00%
5.00%

10.00%
15.00%
20.00%
25.00%
30.00%
35.00%
40.00%
45.00%
50.00%

How would you direct County civic 
leaders and planners with regard to land 

use policies and regulations?

Responses

Preserving rural
character and

scenery

Attracting
industry and

potential jobs

Preserving
agricultural

land and
production

Increased
renewable

energy
production

Protecting
existing

residential
areas

Protecting
natural

resources,
including air
and water

quality

0
0.2
0.4
0.6
0.8

1
1.2
1.4
1.6
1.8

2

Whenever a development project is proposed, be it 
new homes, new commercial or manufacturing 
uses, or mining or energy uses, County leaders 

must balance competing interests. Please indicate 
the importance of each of the following to you:

Weighted Average

July 2017
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Under 18 yrs
old

18 - 34 yrs 35 - 49 yrs 50 - 64 yrs 65 and older
0.00%

10.00%

20.00%

30.00%

40.00%

50.00%

60.00%

70.00%

80.00%

Your age (person filling out the survey)

Responses

0 - 5 yrs 6 - 17 yrs 18 - 34 yrs 35 - 49 yrs 50 - 64 yrs 65 and
older

0.00%

20.00%

40.00%

60.00%

80.00%

100.00%

120.00%

How many people in each of the following 
age groups live in your household, 

including yourself?

0

1

2

3

4

5

6 or more
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Responses

N
ot

 E
m

pl
oy

ed

Am
es

Ca
m

br
id

ge

Co
lo

Gi
lb

er
t

Hu
xl

ey

Ke
lle

y

M
ax

w
el

l

M
cC

al
lsb

ur
g

N
ev

ad
a

Ro
la

nd

Sh
el

da
hl

Sl
at

er

St
or

y 
Ci

ty

Ze
ar

in
g

El
se

w
he

re
 w

ith
in

 S
to

ry
…

De
s M

oi
ne

s M
et

ro

Co
lli

ns

O
th

er
 (p

le
as

e 
sp

ec
ify

)

0.00%

10.00%

20.00%

30.00%

40.00%

50.00%
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Where is your place of employment?

Responses

July 2017
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0.00%

10.00%

20.00%

30.00%

40.00%

50.00%

60.00%

What type of dwelling do you live in?

Responses

I own my home I rent or lease my home
0.00%

20.00%

40.00%

60.00%

80.00%

100.00%

120.00%

Do you rent or own your home?

Responses
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Unincorporated
Story County

Within a City in
Story County

Unsure if in City or
in unincorporated

area

Not Applicable -
Live Outside
Story County

0.00%

10.00%

20.00%

30.00%

40.00%

50.00%

60.00%

70.00%

Do you live in unincorporated Story 
County or within a City in Story County?

Responses

0.00%
5.00%

10.00%
15.00%
20.00%
25.00%
30.00%
35.00%
40.00%

Where in Story County do you live?

Responses

July 2017
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