
The Board of Supervisors met on 11/10/20 at 10:00 a.m. in the Story County Administration Building.  Members 
present: Linda Murken, Lisa Heddens, and Lauris Olson, with Murken presiding.  (all audio of meetings available at 
storycountyiowa.gov).  Murken read the special note to the public: due to recommendations for social distancing in 
order to help slow the spread of the COVID-19 virus, and limited space the meeting will be provided via Zoom 
originating from the Story County Administration Building.  
ADOPTION OF AGENDA:  Murken stated Consent Agenda item #6 is removed; the Auditor stated it is not necessary.  
Olson moved, Heddens seconded adopting the agenda with noted change.  Motion carried unanimously (MCU) on a roll 
call vote. 
UPDATES ON COVID-19 – Heddens reported on the most recent statewide and Story County statistics; she stated the 
Governor is holding a press conference today at 11:00 a.m. regarding the state’s infection rate. 
PROCLAMATION DECLARING THE WEEK OF NOVEMBER 15-22, 2020 AS “NATIONAL HUNGER AND 
HOMELESSNESS AWARENESS WEEK” – The Board read the proclamation.  Heddens moved, Olson seconded the 
approval of the Proclamation declaring the week of 11/15/20-11/22/20 as “National Hunger and Homelessness 
Awareness Week”.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
ANNUAL REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES (DHS) – Paula Rutherford, DHS, introduced 
Jana Rhoads and Robert Smith.  Rhoads, Des Moines Service Area Manager for DHS, reported on several programs.  
Robert Smith, Community Liaison for Des Moines Service Area DHS, reported additional programs.  Rutherford 
reported later in the meeting. 
MINUTES:  10/26/20 Special, 10/27/20, and 11/3/20 Minutes – Olson moved, Heddens seconded all minutes as presented.  
Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
PERSONNEL ACTIONS: 1) new hire, effective 11/16/20, in a) Treasurer's Office for Megan Smith @ $21.28/hr; 
effective 11/23/20, in b) Animal Control for Katelyn Schreiber @ $19.53/hr.  Heddens moved, Olson seconded the 
approval of Personnel Actions as presented.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
CLAIMS:  10/12/20 Claims of $812,0247.50 (run date 11/06/20, 29 pages, on file in the Auditor's Office) and authorize 
the Auditor to issue checks in payments of these claims and payment requests from Central Iowa Drug Task Force 
($2,515.08), BooSt School Ready ($21,665.00), BooSt Early Childhood ($11,746.44), Emergency Management ($326.54), 
E911 surcharge ($13,749.52), County Assessor ($1,572.19), Ames City Assessor ($20,110.04), and Central Iowa 
Community Services ($180,794.19).  Olson moved, Heddens seconded the approval of Claims as presented.  Roll call 
vote.  (MCU) 
Murken noted item #6 has been removed.  Olson asked to move item #3 to include it with consideration of Additional 
Items #VIII.   Heddens moved, Olson seconded the approval of Consent Agenda with noted changes. 

1. Renewal of license fees between Story County and Solutions, Inc. for Evault Backup Services, effective 11/1/20-
10/31/21, for $1,200.00 

2. Agreement for Cooperative Public Service between Polk County, Iowa, and the Central Iowa Watershed 
Management Authorities for the funding of a Watershed Coordinator Position, with funding from Story County 
of $175.00 annually 

4. Story County Economic Development Group Minutes from 10/24/19, 7/18/19, 1/23/20, and 7/23/20 
5. Resolution #21-32, Setting a Date and Time for Public Hearing for 11/17/20, for First Consideration of 

Ordinance No. 291 Amending Chapter 80 - Floodplain Management Program, of the Story County Code of 
Ordinances 

7. Utility Permits: #21-5285, #21-5286, #21-5292 
Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
RESOLUTION #21-34, AMENDING THE URBAN RENEWAL PLAN STORY COUNTY URBAN RENEWAL AREA 
– Leanne Harter, County Outreach and Special Projects Manager, reported on formal action to adopt the urban 
renewal plan for Story County.  Harter summarized changes.  Murken opened the public hearing at 11:05 a.m., and, 
hearing none, she closed the public hearing at 11:05 a.m.  Olson moved, Heddens seconded the approval of Resolution 
#21-34, Amending the Urban Renewal Plan Story County Urban Renewal Area.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
RESOLUTION #21-36, APPROPRIATION AMENDMENT – Lisa Markley, Assistant Auditor, stated an amendment to 
appropriate the remaining 50% of funds to departments is normally considered at this time in the fiscal year.  She asked 
for questions.  Heddens moved, Olson seconded the approval of Resolution #21-36, Appropriation Amendment, as 
presented.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
HIRING FREEZE EXEMPTION REQUEST FOR HUMAN RESOURCES (HR)) INTERN – Noelle McLatchie, HR 
Generalist, reported on workload and need.  Discussion took place.  Murken asked about start date.  Heddens moved, 
Olson seconded the approval of Hiring Freeze Exemption Request for a Human Resources Intern with start date of 
1/10/21.  Roll call vote.  (MCU)  
THE OPPORTUNITY TO PARTICIPATE IN BROADBAND STUDY – Dan Culhane, Chief Executive Officer, Ames 
Economic Development Commission (AEDC), reported on the study.  Nick Sorenson, AEDC, asked for questions.  
Murken asked about other counties and cost sharing.  Discussion took place.  Olson reported on past efforts.  Additional 
discussion took place.  Olson moved the approval of the opportunity to participate in broadband study at cost of 
$20,000.00.  Olson stated funding from the General Fund.  Heddens seconded.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
LICENSE AGREEMENT BETWEEN STORY COUNTY VETERANS AFFAIRS AND US DEPARTMENT OF 
VETERANS AFFAIRS TO PERMIT USE OF OFFICE SPACE AT NO COST, EFFECTIVE 12/2/20-12/1/25 – Brett 
McLain, Veterans Affairs Director, reported on the existing relationship and requested approval.  Heddens moved, 
Olson seconded the approval of License Agreement between Story County Veterans Affairs and US Department of 
Veterans Affairs to permit use of office space at no cost, effective 12/2/20-12/1/25.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
REQUEST A WAIVER OF PROCEDURES FOR BOARD AND COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS TO ALLOW 
ACCEPTANCE AND CONSIDERATION OF AMY ROSENBERG’S APPLICATION AFTER THE 9/30/20 
DEADLINE – Murken reported the Veteran Affairs Commission is requesting the waiver to make an appointment.  
Olson moved to deny the request.  Motion died for a lack of a second.  Olson asked Veterans Affairs Director Brett 
McLain if Rosenberg had been informed of the deadline.  McLain stated he told both commissioners about the 



upcoming deadline.  Heddens remarked the request comes more than a month after the deadline.  Heddens moved, 
Olson seconded to deny the waiver request.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
HIRING FREEZE EXEMPTION REQUEST FOR ATTORNEY'S OFFICE LEGAL ASSISTANT II POSITION – Tim 
Meals, County Attorney, requested approval to fill the vacancy.  Murken clarified it is an existing position in the office.  
Olson moved, Heddens seconded the approval of Hiring Freeze Exemption Request for Attorney’s Office Legal 
Assistant II Position with a starting date of December 2020.  Director of Internal Operations and Human Resources 
Alissa Wignall, Human Resource Director, clarified the positions in the office.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
STORM DAMAGE FROM 7/11/20 REPAIRS TO A BUILDING IN HICKORY GROVE PARK – Todd Lundvall, Risk 
Manager, reported on the deductible for insurance and the subsequent budget need for the upcoming year.  Murken 
clarified needed repairs are estimated to be $38,450.00.  Director of Internal Operations and Human Resources Alissa 
Wignall reported it is not an exact estimate but the County needs to move forward on repairs.  Olson asked Wignall to 
bring the final cost back to the Board.  Wignall clarified the item will be a Consent Agenda item as it has been discussed.  
The Board concurred. 
AMENDMENTS TO THE BYLAWS AND THE PROGRAM GUIDELINES OF THE STORY COUNTY ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT GROUP & FY21 FUNDING FOR THE STORY COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT GROUP    
– Olson reported on concerns about proposed amendments.  Discussion took place.  Murken directed Harter to bring 
the item back next week.   
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS PLAN (CIP) PROCESS, TIMEFRAME (FY22-26) AND FORMS – Heddens moved, 
Olson seconded the approval of the CIP process, timeframe (FY22-26) and forms as presented.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
RESOLUTION #21-35, PRAIRIE VALLEY MAJOR SUBDIVISION, FIRST ADDITION, FINAL PLAT – Amelia 
Schoeneman, Interim Director of Planning and Development (P&D), reported on property, surrounding land use, final 
plats, location, and process.  The City of Gilbert waived its review.  She recommends approval with the condition that if 
septic locations change, the subdrain plan to protect the prairie remnants from septic runoff shall be re-evaluated.    
Discussion took place.  Murken reported on concerns.  John Gade, Fox Engineering, reported on the cost to have natural 
gas.  Kurt Friedrich, Developer, reported the proposed gas tanks will be shown of site plans and properly screened with 
landscaping or small enclosures.  Olson questioned the options for the Board.  Schoeneman stated not necessary to go 
back through preliminary plat for this.  Murken asked for the item to return next week.   
RESOLUTION #21-01, HANKS RESIDENTIAL PARCEL SUBDIVISION – Amelia Schoeneman, Interim Director of 
P&D, reported on one comment received; she recommends approval.  Olson stated a family splitting its land.  Heddens 
moved, Olson seconded the approval of Resolution #21-01, Hanks Residential Parcel Subdivision as presented.  Roll call 
vote.  (MCU) 
ANIMAL CONTROL QUARTERLY REPORT – moved to 11/17/20 meeting. 
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH QUARTERLY REPORT – moved to 11/17/20 meeting. 
FY21 QUARTERLY REPORT – moved to 11/17/20 meeting. 
UPDATE ON STORY COUNTY HOUSING STUDY AND NEEDS ASSESSMENT FROM RDG PLANNING AND 
DESIGN – moved to 11/17/20 meeting. 
UPCOMING AGENDA ITEMS:  Olson stated a revised budget instruction document for department heads and elected 
officials will be on a future agenda, as well as a Board of Health item. 
Olson moved, Heddens seconded to adjourn at 1:05 p.m.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 






























































































































































































































































































































































