
The Board of Supervisors met on 9/22/20 at 10:00 a.m. in the Story County Administration Building.  Members present: 

Linda Murken, Lisa Heddens, and Lauris Olson, with Murken presiding.  (all audio of meetings available at 

storycountyiowa.gov).  Murken read the special note to the public:  due to recommendations to limit gatherings in order 

to help slow the spread of the COVID-19 virus, public access to the meeting will be provided via Zoom meeting 

originating from the Story County Administration Building.   
ADOPTION OF AGENDA:  Heddens moved, Olson seconded adopting the agenda as presented.  Motion carried 

unanimously (MCU) on a roll call vote. 

UPDATES ON COVID-19 – Heddens reported the most recent statewide and county statistics. 

PROCLAMATION IDENTIFYING OCTOBER 2020 AS WATERSHED AWARENESS MONTH – The Board read the 

proclamation.  Olson moved, Heddens seconded the approval of the Proclamation Identifying October 2020 as 

Watershed Awareness Month.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
MINUTES:  none presented this week. 

PERSONNEL ACTIONS:  Murken added an action form:  new hire, effective 9/28/20, in Auditor’s Office for Skye 

Kretzinger @ $15.00/hr; 1) pay adjustment, effective 9/27/20, in a) Engineer's Office for Darren Moon @ $5,296.42/bw; 

2) re-hire, effective 9/23/20, in a) Auditor's Office for Marylou Nelson @ $15.00/hr.  Heddens moved, Olson seconded the 

approval of Personnel Actions with addition.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
Olson asked to remove item #5 for individual consideration.  Olson moved, Heddens seconded approval of the Consent 

Agenda with noted change. 
1. Contract for Highway Right-of-Way with Douglas A. and Julie A Klemme for the purchase of temporary 

easement for $439.65(FM-C085(160)--55-85) 

2. Resolution #21-23, Abatement of Property Taxes on a parcel owned by a political subdivision pursuant to Code 

of Iowa §445.63 

3. Iowa Department of Transportation (IDOT) reimbursement for Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) 

grant and a State Recreational grant as prepared by Snyder and Associates for the paving of the Heart of Iowa 

Nature Trail (HOINT) between Huxley and the South Skunk River Bridge 

4. Fireworks Application to display fireworks for Malinda Boyko, 56317 300th Street, Cambridge, Iowa, on 9/23/20 

from 8:30 pm to 9:30 pm 

Roll call vote.  (MCU) 

5. Story County registering as a supporter of the United Way of Central Iowa's 21-Day Equity Challenge – Olson 

asked if employees would participate during working hours.  Alissa Wignall, Internal Operations and Human 

Resources Director, reported the support is meant to spur public outreach and media coverage; it is not part of 

the County’s Wellness program.  Olson moved, Heddens seconded the approval of the Story County registering 

as a supporter of the United Way of Central Iowa’s 21-Day Equity Challenge.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
SECOND CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCE NO. 289 AMENDING CERTAIN BOUNDARIES OF THE 

OFFICIAL ZONING MAP OF STORY COUNTY IOWA – B & L PROPERTIES, LLC, REZONING – Amelia 

Schoeneman, County Planner, reported on background information, and current; no additional comments have been 

received.  Schoeneman asked the Board to waive the third and final consideration.  Murken opened the public hearing at 

10:10 a.m., and, hearing none, she closed the public hearing at 10:10 a.m.  Heddens moved, Olson seconded the approval 

of Second Consideration of Ordinance No. 289, Amending Certain Boundaries of the Official Zoning Map of Story 

County Iowa and to Waive Third and Final Consideration.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
DIRECTING COUNTY STAFF WHO POST OPEN MEETING NOTICES PURSUANT TO CODE OF IOWA §21.4 

TO POST SAID NOTICES SO THEY ARE VISIBLE FROM OUTSIDE THE MAIN DOORS OF THE COUNTY 

BUILDING WHICH IS THE PRINCIPAL OFFICE OF THE BODY HOLDING THE MEETING, OR IF NO SUCH 

OFFICE EXISTS, OF THE BUILDING IN WHICH THE MEETING IS TO BE HELD, IF SAID BUILDING IS 

CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC DUE TO THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC – Murken reported on background information; 

meetings are posted on the website, no complaints have been received, and formal direction is required to make changes.  

Heddens stated countywide consistency is needed.  Olson stated this is a reminder to all that open meetings are a legal 

requirement.  Murken stated to move this discussion to the building re-opening item.  The Board concurred.  (motion 

made in Re-Opening the Administration Building) 
A $100.00 GRANT TO THE STORY COUNTY HUNGER COLLABORATION TO BE USED TO PAY DUES FOR 

ONE YEAR TO THE IOWA HUNGER COALITION – Lauris Olson reported this is a one-time request from the Story 

County Hunger Collaboration.  Heddens moved, Olson seconded the approval of a $100.00 grant from the General Fund 

to the Story County Hunger Collaboration for a one-time payment to be used to pay dues for one year to the Iowa 

Hunger Coalition.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
RE-OPENING THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING AND/OR ALL COUNTY BUILDINGS – Murken reported on 

two memos from Facilities Management, and an email from the Treasurer’s Office.  She noted the Justice Center is 

currently open.  Joby Brogden, Facilities Management Director, reviewed logistics:  designated entry and exit doors; 

stanchions and roping; signage; appointment software; and front desk coverage.  Treasurer Ted Rasmusson reported on 

tax season; since the building was not open at the beginning of September, he requested re-opening occur after 

September 30.  Murken stated the Board needs to focus on what works moving forward.  Olson reported on current 

COVID-19 statistics and stated she supports re-opening to the public.  Heddens stated the Board needs to be clear about 

its discussion and to consider each building separately.  Murken reported on Conservation; a phased opening based on 

COVID-19 case numbers is planned.  Regarding the Administration Building, Murken suggested a 10/5/20 re-opening, 

based upon reasons given by the Treasurer.  Olson moved to open the Administrative Building on 9/23/20.  Motion dies 

for a lack of a second.  Heddens mentioned the concerns stated by the Treasurer that his office cannot meet social 

distancing requirements, and how to address.  Rasmusson stated that is part of his concern:  remodeling is currently 

underway, and the public is being served.  Murken moved to open the Administration Building on 10/5/20, with daily 

hours of 12:00-4:00 pm, no appointments, walk-ins allowed, and the main desk staffed.  She directed the Directors of 

Internal Operations and External Operations to put together a staff schedule for the front desk.  Heddens seconded for 

discussion.  Discussion took place.  Murken asked about downsides to a full day schedule.  Facilities Management cannot 

provide cleaning throughout the day.  Treasurer’s Office will need to be closed for half the day to process the mail, and 



will offer appointments.  Murken stated the Board should decline the motion on the floor.  Roll call vote.  Heddens nay, 

Olson nay, and Murken nay.  Motion fails.  Murken suggested opening from 12:00-4:00 pm starting on 10/5/20 and then 

opening from 8:00 am-4:30 pm on 11/9/20.  Discussion took place.  Heddens asked what would trigger a second closing.  

Murken stated the rate of employee absenteeism and a spike in COVID-19 cases in Story County.  All Board members 

recognized that elected officials may choose an option for their offices that is different from the Board’s decision.  

Heddens moved to re-open the Administration Building on 10/5/20 with the regular hours of operation of 8:00 am-4:30 

pm, Olson seconded.  Roll call vote.  (MCU)   Murken directed Brogden and County Outreach and Special Projects 

Manager Leanne Harter to post needed signage.  Murken directed staff to follow the Facilities Management plan.  

Harter was directed to provide the pertinent information on the website and via social media.  Alissa Wignall and 

Sandra King were directed to provide a staffing schedule for the front desk.   

Olson moved, Heddens seconded the approval to direct all County staff who post open meeting notices pursuant to Code 

of Iowa §21.4 to post said notices so they are visible from outside the main doors of the County building which is the 

principal office of the body holding the meeting, or, if no such office exists, of the building in which the meeting is to be 

held, if said building is closed to the public due to the COVID-19 Pandemic.  Roll call vote.  (MCU)   

Alissa Wignall, Internal Operations and Human Resources Director, asked about other buildings.  Heddens moved, 

Olson seconded the approval of opening the Secondary Roads building on 10/5/20 with hours of operation of 8:00 am-

4:30 pm.  Roll call vote.  (MCU).  Murken stated the Human Services Center (HSC) and the Animal Control building 

will remain closed as-is.  The Board concurred. 
HIRING FREEZE EXEMPTION REQUEST FOR THE DIRECTOR OF PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT – Sandra 

King, Director of External Operations and County Services, reported on the vacancy, and the need for the exemption.  

Discussion took place.  Alissa Wignall, Internal Operations and Human Resources Director, reported on policies and 

processes.  Discussion took place.  Wignall clarified the request for an interim director is not part of the exemption 

request; that request will be on a later agenda.  Olson moved, Heddens seconded the approval of the Hiring Freeze 

Exemption Request for the Director of Planning & Development.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
POSSIBLE APPLICATION FOR BUILD GRANT TO FUND 150TH STREET SKUNK RIVER BRIDGE 

REPLACEMENT -- Darren Moon, Engineer, reported on the federal grant process.  Murken directed the Engineer to 

make the application.  The Board concurred. 
UPCOMING AGENDA ITEMS:  Heddens stated that BooSt for Children will update the Board, and Central Iowa 

Community Services (CICS) may add counties to the region.   
LIAISON ASSIGNMENTS, COMMITTEE MEETINGS UPDATES, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE 

SUPERVISORS:  All Board members reported on items.   
Heddens moved, Olson seconded to adjourn at 12:15 p.m.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
































































































































