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Death Investigation in Zearing 

Update

On November 13, 2019 at approximately 5:00pm the Story County Sheriff’s Office received a 911 call from a resident in Zearing.  


The caller reported that the neighbor approached their residence and stated he had killed his wife.  The initial information we received indicated a domestic dispute had ensued resulting in the death of an adult female.    
Upon arrival, deputies immediately made contact with and detained the male subject and located his deceased wife outside of their home at 610 South Center St.  The preliminary investigation revealed that the victim suffered severe lacerations to her upper body. It was apparent to deputies that the male subject also had non-life threatening injuries consisting of lacerations to his arm. He was transported to Mary Greeley Medical Center for treatment of his injuries; and upon further investigation, was arrested and transported to the Story County Sheriff’s Office.  
The victim was identified as 62 year old, Betty Jean Pillman, of Zearing.  The suspect is Gary Lee Pillman, a 70 year old male from Zearing.  Gary Lee Pillman is currently being held at the Story County Sheriff’s Office and is charged with Murder 2nd Degree, a class “B” felony.

This is an ongoing investigation, the Story County Sheriff’s Office is being assisted in this investigation by the Iowa Division of Criminal Investigation and the Story County Attorney’s Office. incident is being investigated as a domestic violence case, and there is no danger to the public.
Any questions can be directed to Captain Nicholas A. Lennie at nlennie@storycountyiowa.gov or 515-231-8405.
