
The Board of Supervisors met on 2/25/25 at 10:00 a.m. in the Story County Administration Building. Linda Murken and 

Latifah Faisal, with Murken presiding. Lisa Heddens absent. (all audio of meetings available at storycountyiowa.gov; 

any resolution is effective upon signature and can be inspected M-F, 8-4:30, at 900 6th Street, Nevada, Iowa) 

ADOPTION OF AGENDA: Faisal moved, Murken seconded adopting the Agenda as listed.  Motion carried 

unanimously (MCU) on a roll call vote. 

READING RECOGNIZING NOTABLE AFRICAN AMERICANS IN STORY COUNTY HISTORY IN HONOR OF 

BLACK HISTORY MONTH: Faisal shared the story of James Herman Banning.  After high school, Banning, originally 

from Oklahoma, moved to Ames and studied electrical engineering for a year at Iowa State College.  From 1922 to 1928, 

he owned and operated the J. H. Banning Auto Repair Shop in Ames.  In 1926, he became the first Black man to obtain a 

pilot’s license from the US Department of Commerce. Banning purchased his first biplane and named it Miss Ames.  In 

1929, he moved to Los Angeles to be the chief pilot instructor at the Bessie Coleman Aero Club, an aviation school for 

African Americans. In 1932, Banning and Thomas Cox Allen became the first Black men to fly across the United States 

coast-to-coast. In 1933, he was scheduled to fly in an air show at the Camp Kearny military base in San Diego. Upon 

arrival, Banning was denied the pilot’s seat because of his race. His less-experienced white aviation machinist mate was 

ordered to pilot the flight. The biplane stalled and entered a tailspin; the resulting crash killed Banning. In June of 2023, 

the City of Ames held a dedication ceremony to rename the city’s airport as the James Herman Banning Ames 

Municipal Airport.  

CITY OF COLO AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT (ARPA) ANNUAL REPORT: Amy Kohlwes, Clerk, City of Colo,  

reported on the city’s housing development project, including timeline, types of housing, and number of lots.  She 

reviewed maps of the development area. 

MINUTES: 2/18/25 Minutes – Faisal moved, Murken seconded approving 2/18/25 Minutes as presented. Roll call vote. 

(MCU) 

PERSONNEL ACTIONS: 1) new hire, effective 3/3/25, in a) Conservation for Laura Macdonald @ $13.75/hr; b) 

Engineer's Office for Wyatt Wunschel @ $2,950.08/bw; 2) pay adjustment, effective 3/9/25, in a) Attorney's Office for 

Crystal Rink @ $5,335.89/bw; b) Auditor's Office for Kristy Macki @ $30.27/hr; Lisa Markley @ $4,272.60/bw; c) 

Facilities Management for Randy Russell @ $21.96/hr; d) Recorder's Office for Nicole Wilson @ $26.75/hr; e) Sheriff's 

Office for Karissa Hendrick @ $2,820.00/bw; Amanda Pyle @ $2,543.85/bw; Kyle Thompson @ $3,890.10/bw; effective 

3/23/25, in a) Sheriff's Office for Bret Johnson @ $3,897.30/bw; Brandon Lendt @ $2,550.40/bw; Adam Luke @ 

$3,302.40/bw. Faisal moved, Murken seconded approving Personnel Actions as listed. Roll call vote. (MCU) 

CLAIMS: 2/27/25 Claims of $952,604.76 (run date 2/21/25, 28 pages, on file in the Auditor's Office) and authorize the 

Auditor to issue checks in payments of these claims and payment requests from CIDTF ($514.17), Emergency 

Management ($1,461.06), E911 ($22,177.95), County Assessor ($16,020.19), City Assessor ($28,352.51), Central Iowa 

Community Services ($841,010.22). Faisal moved, Murken seconded approving Claims as listed. Roll call vote. (MCU)  

Faisal moved, Murken seconded approving of Consent Agenda as listed.  

1) Resolution #25-68, in support of the Joint Competitive Highway Bridge Program (CHBP) Grant Agreement and 

Letter of Support for the Competitive Highway Bridge Program (CHBP) Grant Project 

2) Renewal Class F Retail Alcohol License for Ames Lodge No. 520 Loyal Order of Moose, 644 W. 190th Street, 

Ames, effective 5/1/25-4/30/26, with outdoor service 

3) Special Event Application for the Ames Triathlon on 6/22/25 with condition that certificate of liability insurance 

is provided to Planning and Development prior to the event 

4) Releasing sequestered FY25 Analysis of Social Services Evaluation Team (ASSET) Funds, and changing the 

applicable unit rate from $192.20 to $326.75, both for the Youth and Shelter Services (YSS) Emergency Shelter-

Rosedale 

5) Modifications to the Planning and Development Department Work Program 

Roll call vote. (MCU) 

REINSTATING CLAIM PAYMENTS TO THE CITY OF ROLAND, PURSUANT TO THE CITY OF ROLAND 

AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT (ARPA) AGREEMENT: Crystal Davis, County Outreach and Special Projects 

Manager, reported claim payments were paused due to pending court action.  The lawsuit has been dismissed, and the 

city is requesting the payments be resumed. Faisal moved, Murken seconded approving the Reinstatement of Claim 

Payments to the City of Roland, pursuant to the City of Roland American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Agreement. Roll call 

vote. (MCU) 

PURCHASING AN ELECTRIC VEHICLE (EV) CHARGING STATION FOR THE MCFARLAND PARK 

CONSERVATION CENTER FOR $13,279.00: Joby Brogden, Facilities Management Director, reported this is a 

budgeted purchase. He discussed options for the purchase. Discussion took place. Faisal moved, Murken seconded 

approving purchasing an EV Charging Station for McFarland Park Conservation Center for $13,279.00. Roll call vote. 

(MCU) 

CLOSING THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING AND ENGINEER’S BUILDING FOR GENERATOR 

REPLACEMENT: Joby Brogden, Facilities Management Director, is requesting the closures to install replacement 

generators.  The Administration Building replacement requires a four-day window; Brogden reviewed options.  His 

preference for the four days is to complete the project over a weekend and only close the building on Friday and 

Monday.  Using a weekend comes at an additional labor cost of $15,500.00 but will impact the public the least.  The 

tentative dates for the Administration Building are 4/11/25-4/14/25 with inclement weather backup dates of 4/25/25-

4/28/25.  How to schedule employees is to be determined. Brogden reviewed the limited power available in the building to 

maintain critical infrastructure. Melissa Spencer, Emergency Management Coordinator, reported on using the 

Emergency Operation Center (EOC) can be used by employees and EOC laptops can be deployed to other County 

buildings. Discussion took place. Brogden stated the work at the Engineer’s Building will take two days.  A plan has been 

identified that will not affect staff operations; the public will not have access to the building on 5/1/25. Murken clarified 

wording for the motion. Faisal moved, Murken seconded approving closing the Administration Building during 4/11/25-

4/14/25 and the Engineer’s Building during 5/1/25-5/2/25, and for the additional cost of $15,500.00, and to provide 

options for employees to work offsite and/or work at other departments as presented. Roll call vote. (MCU) 



CONSERVATION QUARTERLY REPORT: Director Mike Cox reported on transitioning the former Hickory Grove 

Park wastewater lagoon to a fish rearing pond, water quality, trails, educational programming, and capital projects. He 

reported on Dakins Lake, and the Land and Water Legacy Bond funds. 

INTEGRATED ROADSIDE VEGETATION MANAGEMENT (IRVM) QUARTERLY REPORT: Weed Commissioner 

Ty Hamiel reported on seeding, prairie seed harvest, private land equipment rentals, the American Kestrel program, 

winter equipment maintenance, and drainage districts. He reported on upcoming contract spraying, spring operations, 

administrative duties, and training. 

LIAISON ASSIGNMENTS, COMMITTEE MEETINGS UPDATES, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE 

SUPERVISORS: All Board members reported on multiple items.  

Faisal moved, Murken seconded to adjourn at 10:48 a.m. Roll call vote. (MCU)  












































































































