
The Board of Supervisors met on 9/10/20 at 10:00 a.m. in the Story County Administration Building.  Members present: 

Linda Murken, Lisa Heddens, and Lauris Olson, with Murken presiding.  (all audio of meetings available at 

storycountyiowa.gov).   Murken read the special note to the public: due to recommendations to limit gatherings in order 

to help slow the spread of the COVID-19 virus, public access to the meeting will be provided via Zoom meeting 

originating from the Story County Administration Building.   

ADOPTION OF AGENDA:  Heddens moved, Olson seconded adopting the agenda as presented.  Motion carried 

unanimously (MCU) on a roll call vote. 

PUBLIC COMMENT #1:  Wayne Clinton, Ames, reported on the importance, and is in support of the face coverings 

Resolution.  Maryann Ryan supports the Resolution.  Murken reported on emails received from the public. 
TENTATIVE REFERRAL FROM THE STORY COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH FOR COUNTYWIDE 

MANDATORY FACE COVER REGULATIONS AND CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION #21-18, MANDATING 

THE USE OF FACE COVERINGS IN STORY COUNTY TO MITIGATE THE TRANSMISSION OF COVID-19 – 

Murken reported that the Board of Health approved the regulation and asked the Board of Supervisors to approve the 

Resolution.  The Board members reported on public input received via email, phone, and various publications.  Heddens 

reported on the ongoing public health crisis and the latest statistics; the medical community recommends face coverings.  

The ongoing crisis impacts businesses, schools, long-term care facilities, and medical facilities as well as our families and 

friends.  The Resolution would help address all these factors.  Olson reported on conflicting medical information 

confusing the public.  Murken thanked the Board of Health, spoke about the state failing to follow federal 

recommendations, and the concerns of law enforcement.  Discussion took place.  Olson asked Civil Attorney Ethan 

Anderson what happens if the County is sued.  Anderson stated the Attorney’s Office would turn the case over to the 

Iowa Communities Assurance Pool (ICAP).  He further stated it is the legal opinion of the Attorney’s Office that the 

Board lacks the authority mandate face coverings in Story County.  He stated no valid argument has been made for local 

mandates for face coverings; no legal challenge has yet been made.  Additional discussion took place.  Murken read 

suggested changes in wording and timing.  Additional discussion took place.  Olson moved, to ask the Attorney’s Office 

and the Director of Internal Operations to ask ICAP about the insurance coverage for the County should the 

Supervisors mandate face coverings before the Governor’s proclamation expires or is removed, and return to the Board 

on Tuesday.  Heddens seconded for discussion.  Discussion took place.  Murken asked Anderson if another public 

hearing is required if the Board of Health language is changed.  Anderson stated yes.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
RESOLUTION #21-13 REQUESTING REIMBURSEMENT FROM THE IOWA COVID-19 GOVERNMENT RELIEF 

FUND – Sandra King, Director of External Operations and County Services, reported on the submission and the time 

period covered.  Heddens moved, Olson seconded the approval of Resolution #21-13, Requesting Reimbursement from 

the Iowa COVID-19 Government Relief Fund.  Roll call vote.  (MCU)  
ALLOCATING $24,000.00 TO STORY COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH FOR THE PURCHASE OF PERSONAL 

PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT (PPE) FOR ONGOING CARE AND RESPONSE TO THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC – 

Leanne Harter, County Outreach and Special Projects Manager, reported on expenditure for a 60-day supply, 

allocation guidelines, FEMA guidelines, and matching funds at 25% from the CARES Act.  Discussion took place.  

Olson moved, Heddens seconded the approval of Allocating $24,000.00 to Story County Public Health for the Purchase 

of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) for Ongoing Care and Response to the COVID-19 Pandemic.  Roll call vote.  

(MCU). 
Heddens moved, Olson seconded to adjourn at 11:21 a.m.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 

 

______________________________   ______________________________ 

Linda Murken       Lucinda J. Martin 

Board of Supervisors     Auditor 




























