
The Board of Supervisors met on 4/28/20 at 10:00 a.m. in the Story County Administration Building.  Members present: 
Linda Murken, Lisa Heddens and Lauris Olson, with Murken presiding.  (all audio of meetings available at 
storycountyiowa.gov).  Murken read the special note to the public:  due to recommendations to limit gatherings to no 
more than ten (10) people in order to help slow the spread of the COVID-19 virus, public access to the meeting will be 
provided via conference call, originating from the Story County Administration Building.   
ADOPTION OF AGENDA:  Olson moved, Heddens seconded adopting the agenda as presented.  Motion carried 
unanimously (MCU) on a roll call vote. 
UPDATES ON COVID-19 – Olson reported on the need for social distancing in common areas for staff; she asked 
Facilities Management for assistance.  Joby Brogden, Facilities Management Director provided options, including 
earlier recommendations from Olson.  Olson stated signage is sufficient.  The Board concurred.  Olson asked Todd 
Lundvall, Risk Manager, to track the state and local cases and share information.  Discussion took place about 
supporting public health recommendations for individuals via proclamation or resolution.   
PROCLAMATION RECOGNIZING MAY 3-9 2020 AS PUBLIC SERVICE RECOGNITION WEEK – Murken asked 
the Board to read the proclamation.  Heddens moved, Olson seconded the approval of the Proclamation Recognizing 
May 3-9, 2020 as Public Service Recognition Week.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
HEARTLAND SENIOR SERVICES ANNUAL REPORT – written report only 
WORKFORCE SOLUTIONS AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT QUARTERLY REPORTS – written report 
submitted.  Dustin Ingram, Community and Economic Development Outreach  Director, Ames Economic Development 
Commission (AEDC), updated the submitted written report to include a grant increase received for small businesses.   
MINUTES: 4/17/20 Special Minutes and 4/21/20 Minutes – Olson moved, Heddens seconded adopting both minutes as 
presented.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
PERSONNEL ACTIONS:  1) new hire, effective 5/8/20, in Sheriff's Office for Paige Barnett @ $1,747.20/bw; Cullen 
Donohoe @ $1,747.20/bw; Alexander Powell @ $1,747.20/bw.  Heddens moved, Olson seconded the approval of 
personnel actions as presented.  Roll call vote. (MCU) 
CLAIMS:  4/30/20 Claims of $ 971,559.74 (run date 4/10/2020, 31 pages, on file in the Auditor's Office) and authorize 
the Auditor to issue checks in payments of these claims and payment requests from Central Iowa Drug Task Force 
($512.75), BooST School Ready Services ($6,616.96), Emergency Management ($3,184.14), E911 surcharge ($32,468.36), 
County Assessor ($5,819.14), Ames City Assessor ($10,557.70), and Central Iowa Community Services ($339,930.70). 
Olson moved, Heddens seconded the approval of Claims as presented.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
Olson asked to remove item #6 for individual consideration.  Heddens moved, Olson seconded approval of the Consent 
Agenda with noted change. 

1. Open Enrollment dates for Story County 
2. FY21 Fiscal Agent Agreement between Story County and BooST Together for Children, effective 7/1/20-6/30/21 
3. Assistant County Attorney Pay Matrix, effective 7/1/20 
4. Non-Bargaining Pay Matrix, effective 7/1/20 
5. Appointment of Mark Bethel as a Story County Medical Examiner Investigator and Professional Consultant 

Services Agreement with Mark Bethel, effective 4/28/20-12/31/20 
7. Contract Renewal between Micropact/Tyler Technologies and Story County Veterans Affairs, effective 5/1/20-

4/30/21, for $867.00 
8. Iowa Department of Transportation (DOT) reimbursement for Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) 

Grant as prepared by Shive-Hattery for the paving of the Praeri Rail Trail in Zearing, Iowa 
9. Story County Compensation Schedule, effective 7/1/20-6/30/21 
10. Road Closure:  #20-37 
11. Utility Permits:  #20-4879, #20-4880, #20-4881, #20-4882 
12. Amend Story County's continued response to COVID-19 Pandemic Item #2 as follows:  Continue to keep the 

Human Services Center, Secondary Roads Buildings, Conservation Center, including Animal Control and the 
remainder of the Administration Building closed to the public, except by appointment, until further notice. Continue 
to keep the Justice Center open to allow access to courts while continuing to restrict access to the Sheriff’s Office, 
Jail, and County Attorney’s Office.  This statement shall be re-evaluated weekly and changes made as necessary. 

Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
6. Authorizing an additional Deputy Sheriff for the Sheriff's Office, effective FY21 – Olson reported on funding 

concerns.  The position was approved in the budget, but Olson wants a better understanding of the County’s 
financial position with respective to the ongoing pandemic.  Paul Fitzgerald, Sheriff, reported his intent is to 
gain authorization but wait and see what the financial position is.  Discussion took place.  Alissa Wignall, 
Human Resources Director, reported on the process and the timing.  Further discussion took place.  Olson 
moved, Heddens seconded to deny the request.  Roll call vote.  (MCU)   

REVISED WELLNESS POLICY – Noelle McLatchie, Human Resources Generalist, reported on background 
information, initiatives, assessments, exercise and health, nutrition, and changes.  The fitness reimbursement is 
removed; policy is subject to seven-day review.  Heddens moved, Olson seconded the approval of the Revised Wellness 
Policy subject to seven-day review.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
SHERIFF'S OFFICE HIRING FREEZE EXEMPTION REQUEST – Alissa Wignall, Internal Operations and Human 
Resources Director, reported on the vacated officer position, an essential position.  Olson moved, Heddens seconded the 
approval of the Sheriff’s Office Hiring Freeze Exemption Request.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
TWO 2020 CHEVROLET SILVERADOS FOR $26,238.14, AND $26,690.00 (unbudgeted) – Darren Moon, Engineer, 
reported on moving the purchase from FY21 to FY20, two months earlier than planned.  Murken asked about available 
funding.  Moon stated it is included in the upcoming budget amendment.  Heddens moved, Olson seconded the approval 
of the Purchase of Two 2020 Chevrolet Silverado’s for $26,238.14 and $26,690.00.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
REQUEST TO THE STORY COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT GROUP THAT IT POLL ITS MEMBERS ON 
BEHALF OF THE STORY COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS (BOS) ON THE ECONOMIC IMPACT OF 
COVID-19 ON THEIR RESPECITIVE CITY GOVERNMENT BUDGETS AND POSSIBLE REQUESTS FOR 
COUNTY ASSISTANCE, WITH RESPONSES DUE TO THE BOS NO LATER THAN 5/15/20 – Olson stated she 



received a request that the County establish a formal request process to help the smaller communities.  She stated the 
Economic Development Group is designed for such a purpose.  Discussion took place.  Olson envisions small loans or 
forgivable grants.  Murken stated both cities and the County are funded by the same sources; we are in the same boat 
and have the same needs.  The County may not be able to meet needs.  Consistent and specific questions need to be 
asked.  Heddens stated May 15 is too soon and spoke about essential services.  Murken directed Leanne Harter, County 
Outreach and Special Projects manager, and Dustin Ingram, Community and Economic Development Outreach  
Director, AEDC, to bring a draft document to the Board.  After comments from Heddens, she clarified the direction to 
state there is no date for submission yet and questions will be reviewed now.  
ANIMAL CONTROL QUARTERLY REPORT – written report only 
UPCOMING AGENDA ITEMS:  Olson reported on items various departments will be bringing to the Board.   
LIAISON ASSIGNMENTS, COMMITTEE MEETINGS UPDATES, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE 
SUPERVISORS:  All Board members reported on several meetings and liaison assignments. 
CLOSED SESSION PURSUANT TO CODE OF IOWA §21.5(1)(c) – Olson moved, Heddens seconded to go into closed 
session at 11:23 a.m.   
Murken reconvened the Board in open session at 11:51 a.m. 
APPEAL IN PALENSKY VS. STORY COUNTY BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT - Ethan Anderson, Story County 
Assistant Attorney, recommended filing an application of further review based on discussion with and advice from 
outside counsel.  Murken read the proposed motion.  Moved by Olson, seconded by Heddens to file an application of 
further review by the Iowa Supreme Court in Palensky v. the Story County Board of Adjustment.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
Heddens moved, Olson seconded to adjourn at 11:52 p.m.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 














































































































































