
The Board of Supervisors met on 4/17/20 at 10:00 a.m. in the Story County Administration Building.  Members present: 
Linda Murken, Lisa Heddens (via conference call), and Lauris Olson (via conference call), with Murken presiding.  (all 
audio of meetings available at storycountyiowa.gov).  Murken read the special note to the public:   due to 
recommendations to limit gatherings to no more than ten (10) people in order to help slow the spread of the COVID-19 
virus, public access to the meeting will be provided via conference call originating from the Story County 
Administration Building.  Murken took roll call.  
ADOPTION OF AGENDA:  Heddens moved, Olson seconded adopting the agenda with as presented.  Motion carried 
unanimously (MCU) on a roll call vote.  
STATEMENT EXPLAINING WHY A MEETING IN PERSON IS IMPOSSIBLE OR IMPRACTICAL, PER CODE 

OF IOWA §21.8.1 – In order to slow community spread of COVID-19, no more than ten people can attend a Board 
meeting; anyone may join via conference call. 
STATEMENT OF NECESSITY OF MEETING TO BE HELD ON LESS THAN 24 HOUR'S NOTICE PER CODE OF 

IOWA §21.4.2(b) (IF NECESSARY) – Murken reported on relevant sections of the Code of Iowa.  The County did give 
24-hour notice for this meeting so statement is not necessary for this meeting. 
UPDATES ON COVID-19 – Olson stated she has a question for legal counsel.  She asked Ethan Anderson, Assistant 
County Attorney, what takes precedence in matters of authority for elected officials:  the Continuity of Operations 
Plan/Continuity of Government (COOP/COG) or the normal operations.  The example given was a general change in 
services.  Anderson stated very generally, elected officials have broad autonomy in how they run their offices. Anderson 
asked clarifying questions.  Anderson stated, generally speaking, the COOP/COG does not change the authority of 
elected officials.  Discussion took place.  Murken stated the Board voted to activate the COOP/COG; as a plan, it 
contains certain actions regarding essential services that were approved with the activation of the plan.  Anderson stated 
the Board has the authority to direct its staff and department heads.  There is an element of trust placed in employees to 
do their assigned and delegated jobs; direction can be given without micromanaging. 
ANIMAL ADOPTIONS DURING THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC – Sandra King, External Operations and County 
Services Director, reported on a change in procedure due to COVID-19.  With no clarity on the transmission of the virus 
and mounting staff concerns, the final step of adoptions is being deferred.  Adoptions will be processed as normal but 
animals will not be picked up.  Discussion took place.  Sue McCaskey, Animal Control Director, reported on current 
procedures and concerns about virus transmission.  Heddens asked about other shelters and limitations.  McCaskey 
provided examples.  Murken asked McCaskey if the Code of Iowa is being followed, if essential functions are being 
provided, if the Animal Shelter is following COOP/COG procedures, and if the Animal Shelter has space for animals.  
McCaskey replied yes to all.  Murken clarified alternatives for the Animal Shelter and stated Iowa is about three weeks 
away from its COVID-19 peak.  Olson stated these are lost opportunities for animal adoptions.  Murken stated while it is 
not ideal to delay animal adoptions, the next few weeks will be critical for Iowa and she is concerned for staff.  Murken 
stated McCaskey made this decision based on the COOP/COG.  Heddens asked what is the timeframe to suspend 
finalizing adoptions.  McCaskey reported the response from people is they are fine with waiting to pick up the animals.  
Olson moved to instruct the shelter staff to process shelter adoptions as usual including visitation with up to two 
animals.  Motion died for a lack of a second.  Additional discussion took place.  Olson asked questions about deactivating 
the COOP/COG.  No action taken.   
Olson moved, Heddens seconded to adjourn at 11:00 a.m.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 














