
The Board of Supervisors met on 4/14/20 at 10:00 a.m. in the Story County Administration Building.  Members present: 

Linda Murken, Lisa Heddens and Lauris Olson, with Murken presiding.  (all audio of meetings available at 

storycountyiowa.gov).  Murken read the special note to the public:  due to recommendations to limit gatherings to no 

more than ten (10) people in order to help slow the spread of the COVID-19 virus, public access to the meeting will be 

provided via conference call.   

ADOPTION OF AGENDA:  Heddens moved, Olson seconded adopting the agenda as presented.  Motion carried 

unanimously (MCU) on a roll call vote. 
UPDATES ON COVID-19 

a) Staff - none 
b) Supervisors - none 
PUBLIC COMMENT #1: Terry Potter, A Mid-Iowa Organizing Strategy (AMOS) and Jan Flora, AMOS, both asked 

specific questions about the budget; these will be addressed later in the agenda. 
PROCLAMATION NAMING APRIL 2020 AS NATIONAL COUNTY GOVERNMENT MONTH – The Board took 

turns reading the proclamation:  first portion, Olson; second portion, Heddens; third portion, Murken.  Heddens 

moved, Olson seconded the approval of Proclamation Naming April 2020 as National County Government Month.  Roll 

call vote.  (MCU) 
General discussion took place while waiting for the Board of Health to join the conference call.   
RECOMMENDATION FROM STORY COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH (BOH) TO THE BOARD OF 

SUPERVISORS TO REQUEST THAT GOVERNOR REYNOLDS ISSUE A SHELTER-IN-PLACE ORDER – Dr. 

John Paschen, MD, BOH Chair, reported an official statewide executive order to shelter in place will emphasize 

adherence to social isolation and slow community spread of COVID-19.  Only the Governor can take this action.  Olson 

asked Paschen if he has read proclamations from other states.  Olson stated she is struggling with the issue; she spoke 

about the research she has undertaken.  New York State, for example, never used the term “shelter-in-place” but issued 

a 10-point plan and named essential services.  Olson asked about the value of a Governor’s shelter-in-place order.  

Paschen stated wording is very important.  Terminology means something.  Paschen has no doubt that specifics will be 

included, for example agriculture practices will be exempt.  Murken stated Reynolds to date has listed what is closed, 

not what could be open; this requires constant edits.  Murken has also read orders from numerous other states.  

Heddens agreed with Paschen.  She remarked on statements from Dr. Fauci of the Centers for Disease Control (CDC).  

Many people are taking the recommendation to limit social contact seriously but plenty are not.  As the weather gets 

warmer, people will be more tempted to flaunt the advice to stay home except for essential work and needs.  There is no 

definitive end to the pandemic.  Olson brought up enforcement issues and practicality.  Pashcen stated COVID-19 is 

currently on the upswing.  Infection numbers in Story County are low due to strictness of testing parameters.  

Enforcement is the purview of law enforcement and those entities will decide how to proceed with enforcement 

measures.  Murken addressed Flora’s question about homeless individuals and shelter-in-place made during Public 

Comment.  She provided detail about how the Emergency Residence Project (ERP) is responding.  Heddens provided 

additional information.  Terry Potter, AMOS, stated ERP has requested an additional $55,000.00 to house homeless 

people in motels and hotels.  Potter asked if the Board would assist if the Analysis of Social Services Evaluation Team 

(ASSET) turned down the additional funding request.  Murken stated ASSET is presenting to the Board in the near 

future.  Sandra King, Director of External Affairs and County Services, provided additional detail about the ASSET 

request; the City of Ames and United Way are also being asked for additional funding.  Olson stated ERP is turning 

people away because of high cost.  Flora stated long-term homeless people also need services.  Murken stated BOH’s 

mandate is to address the pandemic.  None of it solves the homelessness problem.  Murken stated so many areas need to 

be addressed.  Flora asked about Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) funds specifically for the 

homeless—what is the application process?  Direction would be greatly appreciated.  Olson brought up the National 

Association of Counties (NACo)’s guidelines about the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and. Economic Security (CARES) Act.  

There is significantly less money for housing and homelessness than for other areas.  King stated all ASSET agencies 

have been encouraged to seek funding via the CARES Act.  Such information will be included when ASSET presents to 

the Board in the near future.   

RESOLUTION #20-86, PETITIONING THE GOVERNOR OF IOWA TO ADDRESS THE CORONAVIRUS 

DISEASE 2019 (COVID-19) BY DECLARING A SHELTER-IN-PLACE ORDER FOR THE STATE OF IOWA – 

Olson stated she has additions to the Resolution.  She read her recommendations and then emailed them to the other 

Board members as well as the BOH.  Paschen made comments about Olson’s edits.  Discussion took place.  Heddens 

moved, Olson seconded the approval of Resolution #20-86, Petitioning the Governor of Iowa to Address the Coronavirus 

Disease 2019 (COVID-19) by Declaring a Shelter-in-Place Order for the State of Iowa as revised.  Heddens asked if 

updated COVID-19 numbers should include today’s date and state numbers are as of April 13, 2020.  Murken will 

supply today’s statistics.  Roll call vote.  (MCU)  Murken thanked the BOH. 

BOYS & GIRLS CLUB OF STORY COUNTY ANNUAL REPORT – written report only 
MINUTES:  4/3/20 Special Minutes and 4/7/20 Minutes - Olson moved, Heddens seconded adopting both minutes as 

presented.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
PERSONNEL ACTIONS:  1) pay adjustment, effective 4/26/20, in a) Facilities Management for Terri Loneman @ 

$25.55/hr; 2) Sheriff's Office for Jan Chance @ $2,091.20/bw; Rameal Cooper @ $1,825.60/bw; Kathleen Origer @ 

$1,908.00/bw; Thomas Slice @ $2,336.00/bw; Rebecca Smith @ $2,083.20/bw; Michael Wittrock @ $1,825.60/bw.   

Heddens moved, Olson seconded the approval of personnel actions as presented.  Roll call vote. (MCU) 
CLAIMS:  4/16/20 Claims of $ 971,559.74 (run date 4/10/2020, 31 pages, on file in the Auditor's Office) and authorize 

the Auditor to issue checks in payments of these claims and payment requests from Central Iowa Drug Task Force 

($1,303.56), Holding-Seized Funds ($309.00), BooST School Ready Services ($19,506.42), BooST Early Childhood 

($6,521.28), Emergency Management ($546.66), E911 surcharge ($6,086.38), County Assessor ($4,136.76), Ames City 

Assessor ($14,800.69), and Central Iowa Community Services ($182,533.96). Olson moved, Heddens seconded the 

approval of Claims as presented.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
Heddens moved, Olson seconded approval of the Consent Agenda as presented. 

1. Acknowledgement of the Chair in signing road closures:  #20-34; #20-35 



2. Acknowledgement of the Chair in signing utility permits:  #20-4822; #20-4823 
3. Agreement between Story County and InfoMax for folder maintenance, effective 5/1/20-4/1/21, for $550.02 
4. Cooperative Agreement between Story County and Franklin County, Iowa, for Competitive Highway Bridge 

Program (CHBP) Project on 130th Street over the east branch of Indian Creek 
5. Federal Aid Agreement with the Iowa Department of Transportation (IDOT) and Franklin County, Iowa, for 

Competitive Highway Bridge Program Project for bridge located on 130th Street over the east branch of Indian 

Creek 

6. Resolution #20-83, C & S Cairns Subdivision, Amending Resolution #20-50 to include a phrase that was 

unintentionally omitted 
7. Provider Agreement between Story County and Soderstrum Reimers to provide transportation of decedents, 

effective 4/16/20-4/15/22, for $800.00 per transport 
8. Quarterly Reports:  Auditor; Recorder; Veterans Affairs 
9. Adopt-a-Road Renewal Application, effective 1/1/20-12/31/20, with the Kruse Family on E63 (320th Street) from 

535th Avenue west to 520th Avenue 
10. FY21 Renewal with CIGNA for Life Insurance (basic and voluntary), Accidental Death and Disability (basic 

and voluntary), Long Term Disability, and Short Term Disability (no premium increases) 
11. Signing engagement letter with Piper Sandler for private placement of General Obligation Bonds for County 

Road Improvements 
12. Road Closure:  #20-36 
13. Utility Permits:  #20-4839; #20-4840; #20-4841 

Roll call vote.  (MCU) 

RESOLUTION #20-84, UN-COMMITMENT OF FUND BALANCE – Lisa Markley, Assistant Auditor, reported on the 

need to un-commit funds for qualified Conservation projects for Energy Transfer Funds.  She provided information on 

the process and identified qualifying projects/purchases. General Fund dollars totaling $329,360.13 will be uncommitted 

for Heart of Iowa Nature Trail (HOINT), Hannums Mill, Hickory Grove Beach House, and Skunk River Flats land 

purchases.  The remaining balance is $1,156,650.86.  Heddens asked for more detail.  Markley stated she is un-

committing the amount that has been spent this year.  She will un-commit more funds at the end of the fiscal year to 

match spending.  Olson moved, Heddens seconded the approval of Resolution #20-84, Un-Commitment of Fund Balance.  

Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
RESOLUTION #20-85, APPROPRIATIONS AMENDMENT – Lisa Markley, Assistant Auditor, reported on increasing 

appropriations for the following departments and amounts:  Animal Control, $5,866.00; Facilities Management, 

$14,342.00, Planning and Development, $539.00.  Markley stated the amounts for the departments will be sufficient until 

the budget is amended in May.  Heddens moved, Olson seconded the approval of Resolution #20-85, Appropriations 

Amendment.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
FY21 DENTAL INSURANCE RENEWAL – Alissa Wignall, Internal Operations and Human Resources Director, and 

Debbie Dean, Senior Benefit Consultant, Benefit Source Inc., reported on background information, and recommended 

approval of an one-year extension to the County’s administration fee agreement to lock in administration fees for FY23, 

and as presented, dental rates, effective 7/1/20, based on utilization and the suggested rates from Delta Dental.  This is 

the County’s fourth year with Delta Dental.  The County is self-insured.  The County maintains the option to leave; the 

action locks in the fees.  Murken asked for detail on rates.  Wignall supplied.  Olson thanked Wignall.  Olson moved, 

Heddens seconded the approval of FY21 Dental Insurance Renewal with an extension of one year to our administration 

fee agreement to lock in administration fees for FY23, and, as presented, dental rates, effective 7/1/20, based on 

utilization and the suggested rates.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
FY21 VISION RENEWAL – Alissa Wignall, Internal Operations and Human Resources Director, reported on an 

additional lens benefit options, and recommends approval, effective 7/1/20.  An additional $24.00 per employee per year 

results in a $400.00 benefit per employee.  Dean stated the minimal cost more than pays for itself.  Heddens asked for 

clarification on cost.  Wignall provided additional detail.  Heddens moved, Olson seconded the approval of FY21 Vision 

Renewal with additional L5 Lens option package, effective 7/1/20.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
FY21 HEALTH INSURANCE RENEWAL – Alissa Wignall, Internal Operations and Human Resources Director, 

reported, after several years of partial self-funding, the County has reached the point where Wellmark’s projected 

expenses for self-funding matches the current health insurance rate structure.  Dean recommends the Board approve 

moving to a self-funding health insurance plan, setting the individual stop-loss insurance at $50,00.00 for the first year 

with Wellmark as the administrator.  This structure will allow the County to better control its health insurance costs for 

future years.  The Board thanked Wignall, Dean, and Lisa Markley for the many years of work to reach self-funding.  

Olson moved, Heddens seconded the approval of FY21 Health Insurance Renewal with rates from Wellmark and the 

County’s health insurance reserve and to continue the current plan offerings with no premium rate increase.  Roll call 

vote.  (MCU) 
DISCUSSION AND DIRECTION REGARDING THE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE FOR HOUSING NEEDS 

ASSESSMENT STUDY – Leanne Harter, County Outreach and Special Projects Manager, stated staff requires 

direction regarding the formation and membership of the technical committee which will review progress, findings, and 

recommendations.  Harter stated the committee should consist of representatives from each city or at least the ten 

largest cities (excluding Ames).  Discussion took place.  Murken suggested reaching out to the mayors and asking for 

names.  Olson and Heddens concurred.  Additional discussion took place.  Murken directed Harter to contact mayors in 

Story County requesting they forward names of community members to serve on the technical committee.   She also 

directed Harter that the Board will be represented on the committee by the same individuals who managed the request 

for proposals (RFP).  Harter stated she will return to the Board in two weeks. 
RESPONSIBILITIES FOR FINANCIAL TRACKING OF COVID-19 IMPACTS – Murken reported this item was 

added after a ministerial discussion.  She stated the County needs to track COVID-19 impact on both expenses and 

revenues.  Discussion took place.  Murken stated she will write a memo outlining the issue.  Olson and Heddens 

concurred.  Further discussion ensued.  Olson stated staffing issues can be addressed and clarified at Friday’s meeting.   



PURCHASE OF OMATION MODEL 210 DESKTOP MILLING LETTER OPENER FOR ABSENTEE BALLOT 

PROCESSING FOR $5,375.00 (UNBUDGETED) – Lucy Martin, Auditor, reported on the need.  Heddens moved, Olson 

seconded the approval of the Purchase of Omation Model 210 Desktop Milling Letter Opener for Absentee Ballot 

Processing for $5,375.00.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
ENGINEER’S QUARTERLY REPORT – written report only 
UPDATE ON 3RD QUARTER FINANCIAL REPORT – Lisa Markley, Assistant Auditor, provided detail on 

expenditures and revenues by department and by fund.  Both are typical for this point in the fiscal year.  Markley 

answered the question posed by Terry Potter, AMOS, during Public Comment #1 about mental health and juvenile 

court spent.  To date, mental health spending is only for local funds; the annual transfer of funds to the region occurs at 

the end of the fiscal year.  Shelter care spending for juvenile court is down; approximately $20,000.00 will likely not be 

spent this fiscal year.  Markley reported some larger departments have halted certain projects due to staffing 

availability.  Fund balances look typical.  Revenues are also tracking as they normally do.  Adjustment for bonded 

projects will need to be made.  
UPCOMING AGENDA ITEMS:  Murken stated Conservation will be bringing property development items first to the 

Planning and Zoning Commission, then to Board on 5/12/20.   
LIAISON ASSIGNMENTS, COMMITTEE MEETINGS UPDATES, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE 

SUPERVISORS:  All Board members reported on various meetings. 
Heddens moved, Olson seconded to adjourn at 12:09 p.m.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 


































































































































































