
The Board of Supervisors met on 3/17/26 at 10:00 a.m. in the Story County Administration Building. Linda Murken, 

and Latifah Faisal, with Murken presiding. Lisa Heddens absent. (all audio of meetings available at 

storycountyiowa.gov); any resolution is effective upon signature and can be inspected during business hours, Monday-

Friday, 8-4:30, at 900 6th Street, Nevada, Iowa) 

ADOPTION OF AGENDA: Faisal moved, Murken seconded adopting the agenda as listed. Motion carried unanimously 

(MCU) on a roll call vote. 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT QUARTERLY REPORT: Coordinator Melissa Spencer highlighted items from her 

written report and noted upcoming exercises. 

MINUTES: 3/10/26 Minutes and 3/10/26 Canvass Minutes – Faisal moved, Murken seconded approving the Minutes as 

presented. Roll call vote. (MCU) 

PERSONNEL ACTIONS: 1) new hire, effective 3/25/26, for a) Planning and Development for Madison Herlicka @ 

$15.00/hr; b) effective 4/6/26, in a) Conservation for Daniel Haug @ $31.95/hr; 2) pay adjustment, effective 3/22/26, in a) 

Board of Supervisors for Alissa Riese-Wignall @ $5,633.37/bw; b) Facilities Management for Wade Eames @ $28.24/hr; 

c) Sheriff's Office for Bret Johnson @ $3,975.20/bw; Brandon Lendt @ $2,756.80/bw; Adam Luke @ $3,401.60/bw; 

Logan Powers @ $3,239.20/bw; d) Treasurer's Office for Sedaña Siguas @ $91,142.59/annual. Faisal moved, Murken 

seconded approving the Personnel Actions as listed. Roll call vote. (MCU) 

Faisal moved, Murken seconded approving the Consent Agenda as listed.  

1. Fees between Story County and SMTP2GO, Inc. for annual subscription, effective 3/26/26-3/26/27, for $150.00 

2. Supplemental Agreement with Snyder & Associates for paving the Heart of Iowa Nature Trail (HOINT) Phase 

3B for $3,395.00 

3. Annual Microsoft License Fees between Story County and Heartland Business Systems, effective 2/1/26-1/31/27, 

for $16,784.00 

4. Service Agreement between 3SI Security Systems, Inc. and Story County Sheriff’s Office for tracking services, 

effective 4/1/26-3/31/27, for $600.00 

5. New Class C Retail Alcohol License (BW) Application for Center Grove Orchard, Inc., 32835 610th Avenue, 

Cambridge, Iowa, effective 5/15/26-1/14/27, including outdoor service 

6. Renewal License Fees between Story County and CDW Government for Barracuda email security, effective 

3/26/26-3/25/27, for $3,528.00 

7. Resolution #26-74, that the Story County Board of Supervisors Consent to the City of Roland Housing Urban 

Renewal Area to Use Incremental Property Tax Revenues for five additional fiscal years, pursuant to Code of 

Iowa §403.22 

8. Utility Permit: #26-8815 

Roll call vote. (MCU) 

THIRD CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCE NO. 330, AMENDING CHAPTER 85, GENERAL PROVISIONS AND 

DEFINITIONS; CHAPTER 86, DISTRICT REQUIREMENTS; CHAPTER 88, GENERAL SITE PLANNING 

STANDARDS; AND CHAPTER 90, CONDITIONAL USES OF THE STORY COUNTY CODE OF ORDINANCES–

LAND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS FOR A TEXT AMENDMENT TO ADDRESS USES FOR 

BATTERY/ENERGY STORAGE SOLUTIONS ON PROPERTIES LOCATED IN UNINCORPORATED STORY 

COUNTY: Leanne Harter, Director of Planning and Development, reported this is Third Consideration. She reviewed 

the modifications made by the Board on First Consideration which were presented in Second Consideration. If approved 

on Third Consideration, the regulations will be effective upon publication. Murken opened the public hearing at 10:13 

a.m., and, hearing none, Murken closed the public hearing at 10:13.m. Faisal moved, Murken seconded approving Third 

Consideration of Ordinance No. 330, approving Code of Ordinance Text Amendment. Roll call vote. (MCU)  

RESOLUTION #26-69, ESTABLISHING A TEMPORARY MORATORIUM ON THE ACCEPTANCE OF 

APPLICATIONS AND/OR ISSUANCE OF PERMITS FOR DIGITAL ASSET MINING, CRYPTOCURRENCY 

OPERATIONS, AND/OR DATA PROCESSING CENTERS ON PROPERTIES LOCATED IN UNINCORPORATED 

STORY COUNTY, PUTTING IN PLACE A TEMPORARY MORATORIUM EXPIRING ON OR BEFORE 3/31/27: 

Leanne Harter, Director of Planning and Development, reported the Board directed staff to extend the moratorium 

while it works with legal counsel on regulations regarding digital asset mining, cryptocurrency operations and data 

processing centers in unincorporated Story County. The resolution extends the moratorium to 3/31/27. Mike Meetz, 

Milford Township, supports a moratorium. Susie Petra, Ames, noted the restrictions being enacted by many states. She 

supports the moratorium. Bruce Antion, Ames, supports the moratorium. Steve Lekwa, Nevada, supports the 

moratorium. Dean Biechler, Howard Township, supports the moratorium and a ban on data centers. Joli Vollers, 

Milford Township, supports a permanent ban. Robin McNeely, Milford Township, supports the moratorium and a 

permanent ban. Steve Veysey, Ames, supports the moratorium. David Fullarton, Ames, supports the moratorium. 

Brenda Brink, Huxley, supports the moratorium and a permanent ban. Denise Biechler, Howard Township, supports the 

moratorium. Bob Brant (via Zoom), Franklin Township, supports the moratorium and to extend it to include battery 

storage. Faisal moved, Murken seconded approving Resolution #26-69, Establishing a Temporary Moratorium on the 

Acceptance of Applications and/or Issuance of Permits for Digital Asset Mining, Cryptocurrency Operations, and/or 

Data Processing Centers on properties located in unincorporated Story County, putting in place a Temporary 

Moratorium expiring on or before 3/31/27. Roll call vote. (MCU) 

RESOLUTION #26-64, BROTHERS GROVE RESIDENTIAL PARCEL SUBDIVISION: Leslie Day, Planner, Planning 

and Development, reported on property owners, location, applicable regulations, and process. The City of Colo waived 

review. Staff recommend approval as submitted. Discussion took place. Faisal moved, Murken seconded approving 

Resolution #26-64, Brothers Grove Residential Parcel Subdivision. Roll call vote. (MCU) 



UPDATE FOR STORY COUNTY GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS CLIMATE RESILIENCE AND SUSTAINABILITY 

PLAN ANNUAL REPORT: Christopher Anderson, Director of Climate Services, EA Engineering, reported on status, 

priorities, timeline, accomplishments, and next steps. He stated the report will be finalized in late April or early May. 

Discussion took place.  

DIRECTION ON PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT (ARPA) AGREEMENT 

WITH BOYS AND GIRLS CLUB OF STORY COUNTY: Sandra King, Director of External Operations and County 

Services, stated the  Boys and Girls Club of Story County is requesting to transfer ARPA funds totaling $2,595.00 to 

information technology (IT) services as the original use of the funds (fiber installation) was covered without cost. Ryan 

Santi, Chief Executive Officer (CEO), provided additional detail. The Board directed King to develop an amendment 

request and return to the Board for formal action. 

DIRECTION ON PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT (ARPA) AGREEMENT 

NO. 17 WITH UNITED WAY OF STORY COUNTY: Sandra King, Director of External Operations and County 

Services, stated the United Way of Story County is requesting to reallocate of $2,867.00 of its ARPA funding within 

budget lines. Ashley Thompson, President and Chief Executive Officer (CEO), asked for questions. The Board directed 

King to develop an amendment request and return to the Board for formal action. 

UPCOMING AGENDA ITEMS: Faisal stated an artificial intelligence (AI) usage policy will be on an upcoming agenda.  

LIAISON ASSIGNMENTS, COMMITTEE MEETINGS UPDATES, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE 

SUPERVISORS: All Board members reported on multiple items. 

Faisal moved, Murken seconded to adjourn at 10:56 a.m. Roll call vote. (MCU) 

 

 


































































































































































































































































































