
The Board of Supervisors met on 3/10/26 at 10:00 a.m. in the Story County Administration Building. Linda Murken, 

Latifah Faisal and Lisa Heddens, with Murken presiding. (all audio of meetings available at storycountyiowa.gov); any 

resolution is effective upon signature and can be inspected during business hours, Monday-Friday, 8-4:30, at 900 6th 

Street, Nevada, Iowa) 

ADOPTION OF AGENDA: Heddens moved, Faisal seconded adopting the agenda as listed. Motion carried unanimously 

(MCU) on a roll call vote. 

MINUTES: 3/3/26 Minutes – Faisal moved, Heddens seconded approving the Minutes as presented. Roll call vote. 

(MCU) 

CLAIMS: 3/12/26 Claims of $1,098,862.45 (run date 3/6/26, 31 pages, on file in the Auditor's Office) and authorize the 

Auditor to issue checks in payments of these claims and payment requests from CIDTF ($2,277.05), Emergency 

Management ($470.30), E911 ($26,469.64), County Assessor ($3,380.43), City Assessor ($52,683.18). Heddens moved, 

Faisal seconded approving 3/12/26 claims as listed. Roll call vote. (MCU) 

Faisal moved, Heddens seconded approving the Consent Agenda as listed.  

1. Service Agreement for law enforcement services between Gilbert Community School District and Story County 

Sheriff’s Office, effective 3/2/26, for $80.00 per hour for a Deputy Sheriff and $40.00 per hour for a Regular 

Reserve Deputy, for a minimum of two hours 

2. Story County Conservation Commercial Zoning Permit for a picnic shelter at 50352 Blazing Star Street in 

Franklin Township 

3. Class B Retail Alcohol License for KJ and A 1974, Slims Country Market, 11563 US Highway 69, Story City, 

effective 4/9/26-4/7/27 

4. Class F Retail Alcohol License for Loyal Order of Moose, 644 W. 190th Street, Ames, effective 5/1/26-4/30/27 

5. Class C Retail Alcohol License for Lawnpro LC, Twin Anchors Golf, 68030 US Highway 30, Colo, effective 

5/5/26-5/4/27 

6. Class C Retail Alcohol License for AYA Ranch LC, Prairie Moon Winery and Vineyards, 3801 W. 190th Street, 

Ames, effective 5/15/26-5/14/27 

7. Local Assistance and Tribal Consistency Fund (LATCF) Annual Report for 2025 

8. Resolution #26-60, to Vacate a portion of 580th Street in Section 16 of Grant Township 

9. Resolution #26-67, Award of Bid to Peterson Contractors Inc for Projects LFM-L25--7X-85 and L-U28S--73-85 

and that the Engineer be Authorized to sign the contract documentation on behalf of the Board 

10. Resolution #26-68, Award of Bid to Progressive Structures, LLC for Projects L-COL20--73-85 and L-M22--73-

85 and that the Engineer be Authorized to sign the contract documentation on behalf of the Board 

11. Resolution #26-70, to Adopt Fee and Fine Schedules for Story County Planning and Development Department, 

effective 3/10/26, and repeal previously set fee and final schedules 

12. Amendment #2 of Professional Services Agreement with Shive Hattery for Tedesco Environmental Learning 

Corridor (TELC) Shelter Project to include construction observation and construction administration for an 

amount not to exceed $45,000.00 

13. Resolution #26-71, Award of Bid for Tedesco Environmental Learning Corridor Phase 4 Project to Giardino 

Construction for $879,600.00 and that the Conservation Director be authorized to sign the contract 

documentation on behalf of the Board 

14. Supplemental Agreement with Bolton & Menk Inc. for Final Design Services for the Deppe Family Recreation 

Area for $5,500.00 

15. Road Closure Resolution: #26-16 

16. Utility Permit: #26-8801 

Roll call vote. (MCU) 

SECOND CONSIDERATION OF CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCE NO. 329, AMENDING CHAPTER 85, 

GENERAL PROVISIONS AND DEFINITIONS AND CHAPTER 86, DISTRICT REQUIREMENTS OF THE STORY 

COUNTY CODE OF ORDINANCES–LAND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS FOR A TEXT AMENDMENT TO 

RESCIND ORDINANCE NO. 311: Leanne Harter, Planning and Development Director, reported on the text 

amendment is to formally rescind Ordinance No. 311. Story County is subject to a permanent court injunction that 

prohibits enforcement of the ordinance. No public comment has been received since First Consideration. Staff 

recommends adoption on Second Consideration and waiving Third Consideration. Murken opened the public hearing at 

10:03 a.m., and, hearing none, she closed the public hearing at 10:03 a.m. Heddens moved, Faisal seconded approving 

Second Consideration of Ordinance No. 329, Amending Chapter 85, General Provisions and Definitions and Chapter 86, 

District Requirements of the Story County Code of Ordinances–Land Development Regulations for a Text Amendment 

to Rescind Ordinance No. 311 as put forth and Waiving Third and Final Consideration. Roll call vote. (MCU) 

SECOND CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCE NO. 330, AMENDING CHAPTER 85, GENERAL PROVISIONS AND 

DEFINITIONS; CHAPTER 86, DISTRICT REQUIREMENTS; CHAPTER 88, GENERAL SITE PLANNING 

STANDARDS; AND CHAPTER 90, CONDITIONAL USES OF THE STORY COUNTY CODE OF ORDINANCES–

LAND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS FOR A TEXT AMENDMENT TO ADDRESS USES FOR 

BATTERY/ENERGY STORAGE SOLUTIONS ON PROPERTIES LOCATED IN UNINCORPORATED STORY 

COUNTY: Leanne Harter, Planning and Development Director, reported on text amendment to address uses for digital 

asset mining, cryptocurrency operations, data processing centers, and/or battery energy storage solutions on properties 

located in unincorporated Story County.  After extensive public input and discussion at First Consideration, the text was 

amended and the first reading passed as amended. Harter reported on alternatives for the Board to consider and 

recommended alternative one. Murken opened the public hearing at 10:08 a.m.   



Peter Biechler, Ames, asked several clarifying questions about next steps and future action of the Board. Murken 

responded the moratorium will return to the Board prior to 3/31/26, and staff is working with legal counsel on future 

policies. Steve Lekwa, Nevada, stated concerns for drainage systems and stormwater runoff and if these topics are 

covered in County ordinances. Susie Petra, Ames, noted the Iowa Capital Dispatch ran an article that stated lawmakers 

in at least 11 states have introduced legislation temporarily banning data centers. She read the article and gave a copy to 

the Board. Hearing no further comments, Murken closed the public hearing at 10:16 a.m. Harter responded to Mr. 

Lekwa’s comment stating that the state legislature passed legislation a couple of years ago prohibiting counties and cities 

from regulating post construction stormwater runoff. 

Faisal moved, Heddens seconded approving Second Consideration of Ordinance 330, approving Code of Ordinance Text 

Amendment, and Set Third Consideration for 3/17/26. Roll call vote. (MCU)  

ADDITIONAL OFFICE SPACE FOR COLLABORATIVE INDIVIDUAL AND COMMUNITY SUPPORTS (CICS) AT 

THE HUMAN SERVICES CENTER (HSC): Joby Brogden, Facilities Management Director, reported CICS is 

requesting to lease additional space at HSC to accommodate service demands and staffing needs. A cubicle is requested 

to be added to the current lease. Brogden estimates this will increase the monthly lease amount to $150.00. The current 

lease can be amended. The lease will need to be renewed as of 7/1/26. Heddens moved, Faisal seconded the amended 

lease for additional office space at HSC for CICS for $150.00 total. Roll call vote. (MCU) 

RESOLUTION #26-66, JOHN’S FARM SUBDIVISION, AGRICULTURAL SUBDIVISION: Marcus Amman, Senior 

Planner, Planning and Development, reported on agricultural subdivisions: no new development lots are created, land is 

being divided between family members. Amman reported on property location. The City of Slater waived its review. No 

public comments were received in response to the notice sent. Staff recommends approval. Heddens moved, Faisal 

seconded approving Resolution #26-66, John’s Farm Subdivision, Agricultural Subdivision as presented. Roll call vote. 

(MCU) 

RESOLUTION #26-63, PUDENZ ESTATES RESIDENTIAL SUBDIVISION: Leslie Day, Planner, Planning and 

Development, reported on the proposed subdivision which will create one lot containing an existing dwelling and an 

outlot.  The subdivision conforms with development regulations and all requirements have been met. The City of Kelley 

waived its review and no comments were received. Staff recommends approval. Day provided the Board with its 

alternatives. Faisal moved, Heddens seconded approving Resolution #26-63, Pudenz Estates Residential Subdivision as 

presented. Roll call vote. (MCU) 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (IT) QUARTERLY REPORT: submitted written report only. 

UPDATE FOR REED-NILAND CORNER RESTORATION PROJECT: Brenda McGuire, President, Reed-Niland 

Corner, Inc., reported on the budget as requested. The budget is preliminary as donations are ongoing and several 

grants are in progress. McGuire stated the nonprofit will be taking possession of the corner around 4/1/26. Jan Gammon 

reported on grants. Discussion took place. McGuire asked the Board to come to the Grand Opening on 6/14/26.  

UPCOMING AGENDA ITEMS: Faisal reported she is still working with Information Technology on an artificial 

intelligence (AI) policy. 

LIAISON ASSIGNMENTS, COMMITTEE MEETINGS UPDATES, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE 

SUPERVISORS: All Board members reported on multiple items. 

Heddens moved, Faisal seconded to adjourn at 10:35 a.m. Roll call vote. (MCU) 

 












































































































































































































































































































