
The Board of Supervisors met on 3/3/26 at 10:00 a.m. in the Story County Administration Building. Linda Murken, 

Latifah Faisal and Lisa Heddens, with Murken presiding. (all audio of meetings available at storycountyiowa.gov); any 

resolution is effective upon signature and can be inspected during business hours, Monday-Friday, 8-4:30, at 900 6th 

Street, Nevada, Iowa) 

ADOPTION OF AGENDA: Heddens moved, Faisal seconded adopting the agenda as listed. Motion carried unanimously 

(MCU) on a roll call vote. 

RCB CULVERT NEW - SINGLE BOX ON 730TH AVENUE, OVER AN UNNAMED STREAM IN SECTION 25 OF 

LINCOLN TOWNSHIP (LFM-L25--7X-85) AND RCB CULVERT REPLACEMENT - SINGLE BOX ON 580TH 

AVENUE, OVER A SMALL STREAM IN SECTION 29 OF UNION TOWNSHIP (L-U28S--73-85): Darren Moon, 

Engineer and Tyler Sparks, Assistant Engineer, opened the following bids: 

1) Progressive Structures, Luxemburg, Iowa, bid bond attached and signed for a) LFM-L25-7X-85 total of $80,443.90, 

and b) L-U28S-73-85 total of $93,824.40; total project bid $174,268.30 

2) Rognes Bros Excavating, Lake Mills, Iowa, bid bond attached and signed, LFM-L25-7X-85 total of $94,168.64, L-

U28S-73-85 total of $99,319.71; total project bid $193,488.35 

3) Peterson Contractors, Inc, Reinbeck, Iowa, bid bond attached and signed, LFM-L25-7X-85 total of $81,921.31, L-

U28S-73-85 total of $88,155.80; total project bid $170,077.11 

RCB CULVERT NEW - TWIN BOX ON 310TH STREET, OVER DRAINAGE IN SECTION 20 OF COLLINS 

TOWNSHIP (L-COL20--73-85) AND RCB CULVERT NEW - TWIN BOX ON 590TH AVENUE, OVER AN 

OVERFLOW OF DRAINAGE DISTRICT MILFORD 13 IN SECTION 21 OF MILFORD TOWNSHIP (L-M22--73-

85): Darren Moon, Engineer and Tyler Sparks, Assistant Engineer, opened the following bids:  

1) Progressive Structures, Luxemburg, Iowa, bid bond attached and signed, L-COL20-73-85 total of $168,056.40, L-

M22-73-85 total of $146,699.80; total project bid $314,756.20 

2) Rognes Brothers Excavating Inc., Lake Mills, Iowa, bid bond attached and signed, L-COL20-73-85 total of 

$235,112.35, L-M22-73-85 total of $169,375.97; total project bid $404,188.32 

3) Peterson Contractors, Inc, Reinbeck, Iowa, bid bond attached and signed, L-COL20-73-85 total of $196,074.60, L-

M22-73-85 total of $193,609.60; total project bid $339,684.20. 

Moon stated he would review bids for all projects and return to the Board at a future meeting. 

BID OPENING FOR DAKINS LAKE CABIN: no bids received.  

BID OPENING FOR TEDESCO ENVIRONMENTAL LEARNING CORRIDOR (TELC) SHELTER AND 

RESTROOM: Mike Cox, Director, and Ryan Wiemold, Parks Superintendent, opened the following bids:  

1) Giardino Construction, Polk City, Iowa, bid bond attached and signed, total project bid $879,600.00 

2) R.H. Grabau Construction, Boone, Iowa, bid bond attached and signed, total project bid $890,000.00 

3) GTG Construction LLC, Johnston, Iowa, bid bond attached and signed, total project bid $921,890.00 

Cox stated he would review bids and return to the Board at a future meeting. 

THE BRIDGE HOME AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT (ARPA) ANNUAL REPORT: Ashley Raske, Director of 

Operations, reported on logistics, partnerships, and clientele. Amber Tompkins, Central Iowa Shelter and Services, 

reported on a new agreement, and a sustainability plan. 

CENTER FOR CREATIVE JUSTICE (CCJ): Staci Shugar, Executive Director, reported on mission, impact, history, 

people served, statistics, and client surveys.  

MINUTES: 2/24/26 Minutes – Faisal moved, Heddens seconded approving the Minutes as presented. Roll call vote. 

(MCU) 

PERSONNEL ACTIONS: 1) pay adjustment, effective 3/8/26, in a) Attorney's Office for Lacey Perisho @ $28.24/hr; 

Crystal Rink @ $5,633.37/bw; Nicholle Stangeland @ $33.57/hr; b) Auditor's Office for Kristy Macki @ $31.95/hr; Lisa 

Markley @ $4,510.80/bw; c) Board of Supervisor's for Joy Cory @ $25.59/hr; d) E911 for Amanda Pyle @ $33.57/hr; e) 

Facilities Management for Randall Russell @ $23.18/hr; f) Secondary Roads for Wyatt Wunschel @ $3,114.55/bw; g) 

Sheriff's Office for Karissa Hendrick @ $2,621.60/bw. Heddens moved, Faisal seconded approving the Personnel Actions 

as listed. Roll call vote. (MCU) 

Faisal moved, Heddens seconded approving the Consent Agenda as listed.  

1. Agreement with the Iowa Department of Transportation (DOT) - IA210 PCC Pavement - Grade and New 

Project DOT-Initiated Detour for the intersection of Iowa Highway 210 and US Highway 69 with estimated 

detour effective dates 4/1/26-8/1/26 

2. Roadway Maintenance Agreement for 2.5 Miles of Institutional Roads Maintained by Story County for Iowa 

State University, effective 7/1/26-6/30/27 

3. Facilities Management Quarterly Report 

4. Grant Agreement between Story County and Colo Telephone Company using American Rescue Plan Act 

(ARPA) Funding for the Broadband Expansion Plan Project up to $30,000.00, effective upon execution through 

12/31/26 

Roll call vote. (MCU) 

DISCUSSION TO VACATE AND CLEAR THE RECORD ON A SECTION OF STORY COUNTY SECONDARY 

ROAD 580TH AVENUE: Darren Moon, Engineer, reported on the proposed vacation of approximately 876 feet of 580th 

Avenue in Section 16 of Grant Township. Moon went over the relevant Code of Iowa provisions and outlined the process, 

including publication, hearings, and quit claims to existing owners. A new portion of the road was constructed when the 

Iowa Department of Management redesigned the intersection of US Highway 30 and 580th Avenue; the proposed strip to 

be vacated now dead ends at the highway. He reported on the road, providing photos, aerial views, property lines, and 

the proposed portion to vacate. Murken opened the public hearing at 10:39, and, hearing none, she closed the public 

hearing at 10:39 a.m. Moon reported on next steps. 



FIRST CONSIDERATION OF CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCE NO. 329, AMENDING CHAPTER 85, 

GENERAL PROVISIONS AND DEFINITIONS AND CHAPTER 86, DISTRICT REQUIREMENTS OF THE STORY 

COUNTY CODE OF ORDINANCES—LAND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS FOR A TEXT AMENDMENT TO 

RESCIND ORDINANCE NO. 311: Leanne Harter, Planning and Development Director, reported on the text 

amendment to rescind Ordinance No. 311 to conform with the recent federal court ruling which prohibits enforcement 

of the ordinance.  Given that the ordinance is preempted and unenforceable, staff initiated a text amendment to rescind 

it. The Planning and Zoning Commission recommends approval. The County will revert to former definitions and 

regulations, as applicable. Harter reported on the proposed modifications, reviewed changes, and provided standards of 

approval which have all been satisfied. No public comments have been received. She provided the Board with its 

alternatives. Murken opened the public hearing at 10:46 a.m., and, hearing none, she closed the public hearing at 10:47 

a.m. Heddens moved, Faisal and Definitions and Chapter 86, District Requirements of the Story County Code of 

Ordinances—Land Development Regulations for a Text Amendment to Rescind Ordinance No. 311 and sets Second 

Consideration for Tuesday, March 10, 2026. Roll call vote. (MCU) 

FIRST CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCE NO. 330, AMENDING CHAPTER 85, GENERAL PROVISIONS AND 

DEFINITIONS; CHAPTER 86, DISTRICT REQUIREMENTS; CHAPTER 88, GENERAL SITE PLANNING 

STANDARDS; AND CHAPTER 90, CONDITIONAL USES OF THE STORY COUNTY CODE OF ORDINANCES—

LAND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS FOR A TEXT AMENDMENT TO ADDRESS USES FOR DIGITAL ASSET 

MINING, CRYPTOCURRENCY OPERATIONS, DATA PROCESSING CENTERS AND/OR BATTERY/ENERGY 

STORAGE SOLUTIONS ON PROPERTIES LOCATED IN UNINCORPORATED STORY COUNTY: Leanne Harter, 

Planning and Development Director, reported on the staff initiated text amendment to address Uses for Digital Asset 

Mining, Cryptocurrency Operations, Data Processing Centers and/or Battery/Energy Storage Solutions on properties 

located in unincorporated Story County. She provided background information. The County currently has a temporary 

moratorium in place; it expires on 3/31/26. Harter reviewed the proposed modifications. All requirements for a text 

amendment have been met and both staff and the Planning and Zoning Commission recommend approval. Thirteen 

written comments were received from the public. Harter provided the Board with its alternatives for action today. 

Discussion took place. Murken opened the public hearing at 11:03 a.m. Jim Pease, Franklin Township, asked the Board 

to add water consumption to the ordinance. Peter Biechler, Ames, stated he is opposed to data centers and supports a 

permanent moratorium. Michael Meetz, Milford Township, stated he opposes data centers and supports a permanent 

moratorium. Steve Lekwa, Nevada, stated he is opposed to data centers and supports a permanent moratorium. Susie 

Petra, Ames, stated she opposes data centers and supports a permanent moratorium. Bruce Antion, Ames, stated he is 

speaking for Joseph Biechler, in opposition of data centers and in support of a permanent moratorium. Denise Biechler, 

Howard Township, stated she supports a permanent moratorium. Sue Lekwa, Nevada, speaking on behalf of Brenda 

Brink of Palestine Township, stated opposition to data centers and the need for the County to establish a permanent 

moratorium. Dean Biechler, Howard Township, stated he is concerned about rural water and wells; he is opposed to data 

centers and supports a permanent moratorium. Molly McDonald, Ames, stated her opposition to data centers. Seeing no 

further speakers, Murken closed the public hearing at 11:38 a.m. Extensive discussion took place about amending the 

proposed ordinance. Harter answered questions from the Board about process.  Faisal moved to amend the proposed 

ordinance by removing section 12 and all associated regulations. Second by Heddens. After a short discussion, motion 

carried unanimously on a roll call vote. Heddens moved to approve the First Consideration of the ordinance as amended 

and set Second Consideration for 3/10/26. Second by Faisal. Roll call vote (MCU). The Board directed Harter to extend 

the temporary moratorium to allow time for discussion with the County Attorney regarding permanent moratorium 

questions. Harter stated she will return to the Board with a resolution to extend the temporary moratorium. 

FUNDING REQUEST OF $5,000.00 TO $10,000.00 FROM MINERVA VALLEY TELEPHONE CO., INC. FOR 

BROADBAND DEPLOYMENT: Murken provided background information. Mary Phillips, General Manager, Minerva 

Valley Telephone, reported on services provided in northeast Story County.  Because McCallsburg is not part of Minerva 

Valley’s Incumbent Local Exchange Carrier (ILEC), Minerva Valley is requesting funding to bring fixed wireless to the 

community. Discussion took place. Faisal moved, Heddens seconded the Funding Request of $10,000.00 from Minerva 

Valley Telephone Co., Inc. for Broadband Deployment to be funded from American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) dollars. 

Roll call vote. (MCU) 

UPDATE FOR REED-NILAND CORNER RESTORATION PROJECT: will be presented at a future meeting.   

UPCOMING AGENDA ITEMS: Faisal stated she will be working with Information Technology (IT) on a policy 

regarding the use of artificial intelligence (AI). 

Heddens moved, Faisal seconded to adjourn at 12:22 p.m. Roll call vote. (MCU) 

 


































































