
The Board of Supervisors met on 1/27/26 at 10:00 a.m. in the Story County Administration Building. Linda Murken, 

Latifah Faisal, and Lisa Heddens, with Murken presiding. (all audio of meetings available at storycountyiowa.gov); any 

resolution is effective upon signature and can be inspected during business hours, Monday-Friday, 8-4:30, at 900 6th 

Street, Nevada, Iowa) 

ADOPTION OF AGENDA: Heddens moved, Faisal seconded adopting the agenda as listed. Motion carried unanimously 

(MCU) on a roll call vote. 

GENERAL ASSISTANCE QUARTERLY REPORT: Erin Rewerts, Director reported on rent, utilities, transportation, 

burials, outreach, statistics, and veterans’ claims. 

VETERANS AFFAIRS QUARTERLY REPORT: Zach Skelton, Director, reported on his completion of State 

accreditation, outreach to veterans, and upcoming events. 

MINUTES: 1/20/26 Minutes – Faisal moved, Heddens seconded approving the Minutes as presented. Roll call vote. 

(MCU) 

CLAIMS: 1/29/26 Claims of $ 867,128.79 (run date 1/23/26, 28 pages, on file in the Auditor's Office) and authorize the 

Auditor to issue checks in payments of these claims and payment requests from CIDTF ($153,659.31), Holding-Seized 

Funds ($153,043.15), Emergency Management ($3,363.12), E911 ($104.76), County Assessor ($3,336.62), City Assessor 

($52,283.21), CICS ($1,208,730.71). Heddens moved, Faisal seconded approving claims as presented. Roll call vote. 

(MCU) 

Faisal moved, Heddens seconded approving the Consent Agenda as presented.   

1. Subscription Fee with the Electronic Recovery and Access to Data (ERAD) Group for FCIS Software Level 4, 

effective 3/15/26-3/14/27, for $2,400.00 

2. Service Agreement for law enforcement services between Gilbert Community School District and Story County 

Sheriff’s Office, effective 1/17/26, for $80.00 per hour for a Deputy Sheriff and $40.00 per hour for a Regular 

Reserve Deputy, for a minimum of two hours 

3. Quarterly American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) report for the quarter ending 12/31/25 

4. Special Event Application for the Ames Triathlon 

5. License Fees between Story County and Insight for Duo Subscription Renewal, effective 2/10/26-2/09/31, for 

$7,393.05 per year 

6. Resolution #26-46, Setting Date and Time for Public Hearing for 2/10/26, for Consideration of Resolution #26-

48, to enter into a Limited Easement in Section 19, Township 85N Range 22W, Story County, Iowa, with the 

Iowa Regional Utilities Association for water line installation and maintenance 

7. Final Plans for RCB Culvert New - Single Box on 670th Avenue, over a small stream in Section 36 of Indian 

Creek Township, T82-R22 (LFM-IC36--7X-85) 

8. Final Plans for RCB Culvert New - Single Box on 730th Avenue, over an unnamed stream in Section 25 of 

Lincoln Township, T85-R21 (LFM-L25--7X-85) 

9. Final Plans for RCB Culvert New - Twin Box on 310th Street in Section 20 of Collins Township, T82-R21 (L-

COL20--73-85) 

10. Final Plans for RCB Culvert New - Twin Box on 590th Avenue, over an overflow of drainage district Milford 13 

in Section 21 of Milford Township, T84-R23 (L-M22--73-85) 

11. Final Plans for RCB Culvert Replacement - Single Box on 580th Avenue, over a small stream in Section 29 of 

Union Township, T82N-R23W (L-U28S--73-85) 

12. Quarterly Report: Treasurer 

13. Maintenance Agreement between Story County and Wil-Equipment Storage System Services, effective 1/1/26-

12/31/26, for $730.00 

14. Maintenance between Electronic Services System and Story County, effective 1/1/26-12/31/26 for $3,319.10 

Roll call vote. (MCU) 

RECEIVE PUBLIC INPUT ON THE SECOND PLAN FOR SUPERVISOR REDISTRICTING FROM THE 

LEGISLATIVE SERVICES AGENCY (LSA): Murken opened the public hearing at 10:15 a.m., and, hearing none, 

closed the public hearing at 10:15 a.m. 

RESOLUTION #26-47, APPROVING THE DISPOSAL OF AN AGRICULTURAL BUILDING AT THE DEPPE 

FAMILY CONSERVATION AREA: Mike Cox, Conservation Director, reported on needed construction at the site. The 

building will be sold at auction; only the Board can dispose of the County’s real property. Discussion took place. Murken 

opened the public hearing at 10:17 a.m., and, hearing none, closed the public hearing at 10:17 a.m. Heddens moved, 

Faisal seconded approving Resolution #26-47, Approving the Disposal of an Agricultural Building at the Deppe Family 

Conservation Area.  Roll call vote. (MCU) 

SUPERVISOR DISTRICT PLAN – FIRST PLAN, SECOND PLAN, OR AMENDED SECOND PLAN: Lucy Martin, 

Auditor, reported the County is mandated to go to supervisors by district by Senate File 75 which was passed at the last 

legislate session. The County has undertaken the necessary administrative process and will now approve a plan. Per 

Code, the plans are drawn by the Legislative Services Agency (LSA) based on the County’s precincts. Martin reviewed 

the process and the relevant portions of the Code of Iowa. She stated the Board has three options to consider and read 

the redistricting standards from the Code. She stated all three options were acceptable and well within the variance 

standard allowed. Discussion took place. Martin reported on the three different plans. Additional discussion took place. 

Martin reported on candidate requirements; all three Board seats will be on the ballot in 2026. She spoke about 

informing voters. No notice is required but it is in the best interest of the voters. Funding is a concern. Additional 

discussion took place. Faisal moved, Heddens seconded approving Supervisor District Plan One.  Roll call vote. (MCU) 

DRAW LOTS TO DETERMINE INITIAL TERMS FOR SUPERVISOR DISTRICTS PURSUANT TO CODE OF 

IOWA §331.208(4): Lucy Martin, Auditor, reported on all Board of Supervisor seats will be on the ballot this year due to 



the change in plans.  Per Code, lots will be drawn to determine the initial terms so that after 2026, terms will be 

staggered with one seat on the ballot for the presidential cycle and two for the gubernatorial schedule. She stated for the 

2026 election, one seat will be drawn and have an initial term of two years. Lots were drawn; District 1 was selected. 

District 1 after the initial two-year term will be on the presidential cycle. She reiterated that all districts will appear on 

the ballot this year. Districts 2 and 3 will remain on the gubernatorial cycle after this year. 

REQUEST OF $30,000.00 FOR REED-NILAND CORNER RESTORATION PROJECT: Brenda McGuire, President, 

reported on request of $30,000, matching dollars for grants actively pursuing, preparing an application for the National 

Register of Historic Places and pursue the National Historic Landmark status, and restoration projects of repairs.   

Jan Gaman, reported on grants, and the historic landmark will help with more grants. Discussion took place.  

Kathy Mens, Treasurer, reported on the signs and cost of refurbishing. Murken stated we're just starting our budget 

work session and see where we could maybe fit something in.  

RE-EVALUATION OF VACANT COMPUTER SUPPORT SPECIALIST POSITION TO CYBERSECURITY 

ANALYST POSITION: Colin Gerst, Information Technology Director, requested reclassification of a currently vacant 

position to be a Cybersecurity Analyst. The cost of the reclassification is approximately $26,500.00 per year. The position 

will cover critical operations and risk management. Discussion took place. Heddens moved, Faisal seconded approving 

Re-Evaluation of Vacant Computer Support Specialist Position to Cybersecurity Analyst Position. Roll call vote. (MCU) 

SPONSOR THE NAACP FREEDOM FUND BANQUET AT THE BRONZE LEVEL AT $1,500.00: Heddens asked if the 

level matches the previous year’s sponsorship. Murken stated same funding source as last year will be used. Faisal 

moved, Heddens seconded approving County Sponsorship of the Ames Branch NAACP event at the bronze level for 

$1,500.00. Roll call vote. (MCU) 

VOLUNTEER RECRUITMENT FOR THE WARMING PLACE: Sandra King, Director of External Operations and 

County Services, reported on volunteer recruitment for new temporary overnight shelter located in the basement of 

First United Methodist Church in Ames. Several agencies are coordinating efforts. Volunteers are needed and King 

requested County employees have the option via the Day of Caring. Murken stated it will be open through February 1 

based on the forecast. Average overnight usage is 12 people. The plan is to have the facility open through the end of 

March.Heddens moved, Faisal seconded approving Volunteer Recruitment for the Warming Place. Roll call vote. (MCU) 

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT (P&D) QUARTERLY REPORT: Leanne Harter, P&D, Director, reported on new 

permitting process, floodplain management permits, surveys, inspections, and draft regulations for the temporary 

moratorium. She reported on the County manufactured housing repair program, and housing assessments.   

DIRECTION FOR ADOPTION OF AN ENFORCEABLE BUILDING CODE: Marcus Amman, Senior Planner, 

reported on needed direction regarding implementation of building code. Staff requests direction to pursue additional 

information on adopting a building code, identify a timeline, and request quotes for third-party inspection services while 

staff is trained. Discussion took place. Murken directed Amman to go ahead and return to the Board regarding funding.  

LIAISON ASSIGNMENTS, COMMITTEE MEETINGS UPDATES, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE 

SUPERVISORS: The Board members each reported on multiple items. 

Faisal moved, Heddens seconded to adjourn at 11:37 a.m. Roll call vote. (MCU) 

 














































































































































































































































