
  
Memorandum 

 
To:  Story County Conservation Board  
 
From:  Michael D. Cox, Director 
 
Date:  February 9, 2026 
 
Re: Acknowledgement of Acceptance of Fee Title of Certain Land owned by the United States 

Army Corps of Engineers 
       
 
The attached Quitclaim Deed accepts title to the United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) lands held 
for the original Right Of Way for Interstate 35 between 180th Street and 130th Street in Story County 
(County).  The land consists of 178.42 acres more or less.  The Story County Board of Supervisors approved 
the acquisition of this land when it approved a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the USACE on 
October 10, 2017. Since that time, the USACE has completed its land disposal requirements.  The deed was 
signed by Supervisor Linda Murken on February 4, 2026. 
 
History: 
The USACE proposed to build a flood control reservoir on the South Skunk River just north of Ames in the 
1960's.  Plans and land acquisition for Interstate 35 were progressing at the same time.  Federal Highway 
right-of-way buyers initially purchased a nearly straight corridor from Ames to Story City.  3.5 miles of the 
original right-of-way north of McFarland Park were soon abandoned in favor of a more easterly route that 
would avoid building interstate grade or bridges across the planned reservoir at two points.  The abandoned 
highway corridor was transferred to the USACE as the next federal agency with an interest in the land.  The 
reservoir project was deauthorized on April 16, 2002. The USACE received a congressional directive in 2008 
to transfer that property to Story County, Iowa, at no cost to the county and within 180 days.  The USACE 
was not able to satisfy that directive.  The USACE and Story County entered an MOU, which specified tasks 
involved in the transfer process and the responsible party.  The USACE required funding from the County to 
pay USACE costs for disposal requirements as specified in the MOU.  Said funding has been paid to the 
USACE, and all requirements of the MOU have been met. 
 
Variance in acres: 
The MOU contemplated transferring approximately 197 acres; however, 178.42 acres are being transferred. 
An extensive cartography review determined that fewer acres were owned by the USACE and, therefore, 
subject to the transfer to the County. The difference in acres is not detrimental to the acceptance.   
 
Staff recommends your acknowledgement of receipt of said property. 
 
 
             
Approval      Disapproval 
 
             
Date       Date 
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