
The Board of Supervisors met on 7/14/20 at 10:00 a.m. in the Story County Administration Building.  Members present: 
Linda Murken, Lisa Heddens, and Lauris Olson, with Murken presiding.  (all audio of meetings available at 
storycountyiowa.gov).  Murken read the special note to the public:  due to recommendations to limit gatherings in order 
to help slow the spread of the COVID-19 virus, public access to the meeting will be provided via Zoom meeting 
originating from the Story County Administration Building. 
ADOPTION OF AGENDA:  Heddens moved, Olson seconded adopting the agenda as presented.  Motion carried 
unanimously (MCU) on a roll call vote. 
ARC OF STORY COUNTY ANNUAL REPORT – submitted written report.  Tricia Crain, Executive Director, stated 
she had no additional comments.  Heddens thanked Crain for information about COVID-19 challenges.  Crain stated 
they had hoped to resume some recreational opportunities in parks in July but the virus situation is too dangerous.  The 
suspension of all programming by the Special Olympics of Iowa has been hard on all the athletes and their families.  
Hopefully in August some kind of social and recreational opportunities will be available.  Murken thanked Crain on 
behalf of the Board. 
MINUTES:  7/7/20 Minutes and 7/10/20 Special Minutes – Olson moved, Heddens seconded the approval of Minutes as 
presented.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
Heddens moved, Olson seconded approval of the Consent Agenda as presented 

1. Renewal of Class A Liquor License (LA)(Private Club) for the Ames Golf and Country Club, 5752 George 
Washington Carver Avenue, Ames, effective 9/9/20-9/10/21, including outdoor service and Sunday sales 

2. Renewal and Support Fees between Story County and CDW-Government for Crowdstrike Anti-Virus, effective 
7/26/20-7/25/21, for $12,871.50 

3. Renewal Fees between Story County and Solutions, Inc. for software support, effective 7/1/20-6/30/21, for 
$25,600.00 

4. 28E Agreement between Animal Control and the City of Cambridge, effective upon signature-6/30/21 
5. Purchase Order for Caterpillar M320F Excavator from Ziegler for $312,860.00 
6. Using the County credit card for renewal agreement of domain name between Hostgator and Information 

Technology (IT) (per Story County Credit Card Policy), for $17.99, effective 8/8/20-8/7/21 
7. Change Order #1 between Howrey Construction, Inc. and Story County Conservation for the Heart of Iowa 

Nature Trail (HOINT) Phase 2 Paving Project from Huxley to the South Skunk River bridge, increased amount 
of $4,995.00. 

8. Quarterly Reports:  Auditor, Sheriff, Veterans Affairs 
9. Road Closure Resolution: #21-02 

Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
PLANS FOR THE HICKORY GROVE PARK ROAD RESURFACING PROJECT – Mike Cox, Conservation Director, 
provided an overview of the Hickory Grove restoration project, now in its final stages.  Cox asked the Board to approve 
releasing the bids; the bid opening will be on 8/4/20.  Ryan Wiemold, Parks Superintendent, provided additional detail.  
Olson noted this project was thoroughly discussed via the budget work sessions and the Capital Improvements Planning 
(CIP) process.  Murken opened the public hearing at 10:09 a.m., and, hearing none, she closed the public hearing at 
10:09 a.m.  Olson moved, Heddens seconded the approval of Plans for the Hickory Grove Park Road Resurfacing 
Project with a bid opening date of 8/4/20.  Roll call vote.  (MCU)  Murken asked about HOINT paving work this 
summer.  Cox stated once completed, the HOINT will be paved from the High Trestle Trail in Slater to the Skunk River 
bridge east of Cambridge.  The Engineer is working on the road trail on 530th Avenue.  Murken thanked Cox and 
Wiemold. 
RESOLUTION #21-03, AMES URBAN FRINGE PLAN – LAND USE FRAMEWORK MAP AMENDMENT FOR 
THE BISHOP FARMS PROPERTY (PARCEL# 05-23-400-255) – Jerry Moore, Planning and Development Director, 
provided an overview of the amendment request.  The proposal is to divide a 47-acre parcel to better match current 
usage with designation.  The eastern 15 acres which adjoin a mining operation will remain commercial while the 
remaining portion, currently in row crop, will be designated for agricultural use.  Moore provided the designation and 
use of surrounding properties.  The City of Ames approved the amendment on 5/26/20; the City of Gilbert will consider 
the proposal on 7/20/20.  The Planning and Zoning Commission unanimously approved the amendment on 7/1/20.  At 
that meeting, there was a public question about any proposed change use and also concerns about dust control.  Moore 
stated no change in use is anticipated.  The mining operation, Martin Marietta, is working on the dust issue and plans to 
pave dirt shoulders on its private drive.  Moore provided detail on how the public is notified, and recommends the 
Board approves the request.  Discussion took place about traffic on Riverside Road.  Murken opened the public hearing 
at 10:23 a.m., and, hearing none, she closed the public hearing at 10:23 a.m.  Heddens moved, Olson seconded the 
approval of the Ames Urban Fringe Plan-Land Use Framework Map Amendment for the Bishop Farms Property.  Roll 
call vote.  (MCU) 
RESOLUTION #21-06, FY20 FUND BALANCE RESOLUTION – Lisa Markley, Assistant Auditor, reported on the 
General Accounting Standards Board (GASB) 54 requirements for ending fund balances; all ending fund balances are 
included in this resolution.  She stated committed funds were in a separate resolution passed by the Board at an earlier 
meeting.  Markley stated a budget amendment will be brought to the Board later this summer.  Olson moved,  Heddens 
seconded the approval of Resolution #21-06, FY20 Fund Balance Resolution.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
AMENDMENTS TO THE STORY COUNTY DETOX SERVICES FUNDING POLICY – Karla Webb, Community 
Services Director, on current policy, amendments, and name change.  She stated the amendments were planned for 
February but delayed by COVID-19.  The proposed changes have been reviewed by legal counsel.  Heddens moved, 
Olson seconded the approval of Amendments to the Detox Services Funding Policy.  It is now the Substance Abuse 
Policy.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
HIRING FREEZE EXCEPTION FOR CONSERVATION TECHNICIAN – Mike Cox, Conservation Director, 
requested to fill a vacancy.  The position has been open since May when the previous employee left.  He stated the 
Conservation Board supports the request.  Ryan Wiemold, Parks Superintendent, provided detail on the increased use 
of parks and facilities.  Heddens clarified this is a backfill position.  Cox said yes, it has been vacant since May of 2020.  
Olson spoke about her observations of high usage at County parks.  Cox thanked Olson.  Murken stated her 



appreciation for details.  Wiemold said moving forward, Conservation has mechanisms in place to track usage.  Olson 
moved,  Heddens seconded the approval of Hiring Freeze Exception for  Conservation Technician.  Roll call vote.  
(MCU) 
USING PAYPAL INSTEAD OF HEARTLAND FOR PROCESSING CREDIT CARD PAYMENTS OF ZONING 
PERMIT AND DEVELOPMENT CASE APPLICATIONS ON CITIZENSERVE – Jerry Moore, Planning and 
Development Director, reported part of implementing CitizenServe is determining which credit card processing 
company to use.  Heartland is the current credit card vendor but it is not one of CitizenServe’s 20 supported credit card 
processing companies.  If the County chooses to use Heartland with CitizenServe, a $5,000.00 setup fee will be charged.  
Stephanie Jones, Planning and Development, researched and analyzed the 20 companies, as well as staying with 
Heartland.  The recommendation is to switch to PayPal.  Moore thanked Jones for her research and analysis, and stated 
price comparisons and additional information are provided in the supporting documentation.  Moore talked about 
working with the Treasurer’s Office to determine changes in process and any associated costs.  Ted Rasmusson, 
Treasurer, spoke about the change in process, and stated he is neutral.  Heddens asked if it added to his staff’s 
workload.  Rasmusson said it was a small increase.  Discussion took place.   Heddens moved, Olson seconded the 
approval of Using PayPal Instead of Heartland for Processing Credit Card Payments of Zoning Permit and 
Development Case Applications on CitizenServe.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
RESOLUTION #21-04, MALABY RESIDENTIAL PARCEL SUBDIVISION – [presentation slightly delayed due to 
Zoom difficulties] Marcus Amman, County Planner, stated intern Emily Rizvic will provide the presentation to the 
Board.  Rizvic presented on property information including location, ownership, and current zoning.  The property is in 
the Squaw Creek watershed and lies outside the Ames Urban Fringe.  The cities of Ames and Gilbert both waived 
subdivision review.  The owner proposes to create two lots for single-family dwellings; the owner plans to sell both lots.  
Staff recommends approval as proposed (alternative #1).  Olson asked if the lots are already listed for sale.  Amman 
replied buyers are identified for both lots.  Olson asked if buyers have development plans.  Amman replied not at this 
time.  Heddens said any proposed development will need to go through the proper procedure.  Olson stated nearby 
parcels are listed for sale at $15,000 an acre.  Olson moved, Heddens seconded the approval of Resolution #21-04, 
Malaby Residential Parcel Subdivision, as presented.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
ENGINEER’S QUARTERLY REPORT – submitted written report.  Darren Moon, Engineer, spoke about traffic 
concerns on gravel roads south of Nevada due to the State’s reconstruction work on US Highway 30, particularly when 
S14 is closed for the next phase.  Olson asked about re-visiting the 220th Street paving project that is currently on hold.  
Murken asked Moon to add discussion to a future agenda, and to ask Assistant County Attorney Ethan Anderson if any 
closed session is warranted.  Discussion took place about the City of Ames’s long-term expansion plans.  Moon thanked 
the Board. 
STORY COUNTY QUARTERLY FINANCIAL REPORT – Lisa Markley, Assistant Auditor, reported financial details 
on year-end.  She mentioned the upcoming budget amendment, and provided fund status by fund.  Ending fund 
balances were typical.  Revenues were 98% of budgeted.  The transfer of funds from the General to the Supplemental 
was lowered for now based on current insurance needs, but the County may need to transfer the budgeted remainder 
later in the fiscal year.  Markley asked for questions.  Olson asked if roughly $600,000 is currently unallocated.  Markley 
stated yes, but carry-forward of multiple projects and needs from the August budget amendment will make this number 
clearer.  In late August, she will have a much clearer idea.  The Board thanked Markley. 
UPCOMING AGENDA ITEMS:  Olson said the Heart of Iowa Regional Transit Agency (HIRTA) will present to the 
Board next week; Olson is inviting members of the Ames City Council to listen in. 
LIAISON ASSIGNMENTS, COMMITTEE MEETINGS UPDATES, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE 
SUPERVISORS:  All Board members reported on multiple upcoming meetings.   
Heddens moved, Olson seconded to adjourn at 11:36 a.m.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 








































































































































































































































































