
The Board of Supervisors met on 4/3/2020 at 10:00 a.m. in the Story County Administration Building.  Members 

present: Linda Murken, Lisa Heddens and Lauris Olson, with Murken presiding.  (all audio of meetings available at 

storycountyiowa.gov).  Murken read the special note to the public:   due to recommendations to limit gatherings to no 

more than ten (10) people in order to help slow the spread of the COVID-19 virus, public access to the meeting will be 

provided via conference call originating from the Story County Administration Building. 

ADOPTION OF AGENDA:  Heddens moved, Olson seconded adopting the agenda with as presented.  Motion carried 

unanimously (MCU) on a roll call vote. 

STATEMENT EXPLAINING WHY A MEETING IN PERSON IS IMPOSSIBLE OR IMPRACTICAL, PER CODE 

OF IOWA §21.8.1 – In order to slow community spread of COVID-19, no more than ten people can attend a Board 

meeting; all supervisors are on conference call and anyone may join via conference call. 

STATEMENT OF NECESSITY OF MEETING TO BE HELD ON LESS THAN 24 HOUR'S NOTICE PER CODE OF 

IOWA §21.4.2(b) (IF NECESSARY) – Murken reported on relevant sections of the Code of Iowa.  The County did give 

24-hour notice for this meeting, however, some items were not listed on the posted agenda.  Murken asked for attendees 

to announce themselves. 
UPDATES ON COVID-19 – Treasurer Ted Rasmusson reported the Governor’s proclamation extended the beginning 

of assessment of late fees on property taxes; approximately 10% of property taxes have yet to be paid.  Rasmusson is 

communicating with banks in anticipation of significant decline in interest rates.  County Assessor Wayne Schwickerath 

reported the deadline to appeal property values has been extended to 6/5/20.  Olson reported on stimulus funding 

received by the Heart of Iowa Regional Transit Agency (HIRTA).  Olson reported on the food bank.  Heddens reported 

on childcare.  Murken reported on matching the County’s work-from-home temporary policy to state and federal 

recommended dates. 
DISCUSSION AND CONSIDERATION OF ITEMS BROUGHT BEFORE THE BOARD WITH REQUEST FOR 

IMMEDIATE ACTION: 

HOMELESS SHELTER CHALLENGES CAUSED BY COVID-19 PANDEMIC – Sandra King, External Operations 

and County Services Director, reported on increased need for housing, and possible options and funding sources to assist 

the Emergency Residence Project (ERP) during the pandemic.  King stated a rate $50.00 a day for hotels has been 

negotiated.  Discussion took place.  Lisa Markley, Assistant Auditor, stated she is work on the year-end budget 

amendment, and can identify possible sources of funding.  Olson moved, Heddens seconded the approval, in response to 

the COVID-19 pandemic, to amend the contract to give ERP the flexibility to use currently allocated Analysis of Social 

Services Evaluation Team (ASSET) funding for sheltering homeless residents in hotels/motels up to $50.00 per day (not 

to exceed $10,101.75).  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
Heddens moved, Olson seconded to adjourn at 10:36 a.m.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 














