
The Board of Supervisors met on 3/24/20 at 10:00 a.m. in the Story County Administration Building.  Members present: 

Linda Murken, Lisa Heddens and Lauris Olson, with Murken presiding.  (all audio of meetings available at 

storycountyiowa.gov).  Murken read the special note to the public:  due to recommendations to limit gatherings to no 

more than ten (10) people in order to help slow the spread of the COVID-19 virus, public access to the meeting will be 

provided via conference call to listen to the meeting.   
ADOPTION OF AGENDA:  Heddens moved, Olson seconded adopting the agenda as presented.  Motion carried 

unanimously (MCU) on a roll call vote. 

UPDATES ON COVID-19 – Murken asked for any urgent comments.  Leanne Harter, County Outreach and Special 

Projects Manager, reported on her submitted written report. 
ITEMS BROUGHT BEFORE THE BOARD WITH REQUEST FOR IMMEDIATE ACTION: 

REVISED TEMPORARY EMPLOYMENT PRACTICES AND POLICIES IN RESPONSE TO THE NOVEL 

CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) PANDEMIC – Murken reported on additional updates since posting.  Noelle McLatchie, 

Human Resources Generalist, reported on the changes.  Discussion took place.  Heddens moved approval of the Revised 

Temporary Employment Practices and Policies in Response to the Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) Pandemic as 

presented.  Olson offered a friendly amendment, to amend a paragraph that states that the Board “encourages 

employees to not travel during this period”.  Heddens stated yes, but clarified wording with Alissa Wignall, Human 

Resources Director.  Wignall stated the Board is not mandating.  Additional discussion took place.  Olson withdrew the 

amendment.  Olson moved, Heddens seconded the approval of the Revised Temporary Employment Practices and 

Policies in Response to the Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) Pandemic as presented.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
COMMUNICATION STRATEGIES IN RESPONSE TO COVID-19 – Leanne Harter, County Outreach and Special 

Projects Manager, reported on a summary of communication strategies, and reviewed them.  Sandra King, Director of 

External Operations & County Services, remarked on the potential of change.  Discussion took place regarding prices 

and available budget.  Olson moved, to authorize communications in amount not to exceed $4,500.00 for both newspaper 

and radio package advertising, and if she can add on-line it is up to Harter, Heddens seconded for discussion.  

Additional discussion took place.  Lisa Markley, Assistant Auditor, reported on legal publication line item.  Olson moved 

to approve Communication Strategies plan with these parameters for these vendors with $3,000.00 from 

communications budget and additional $,1500.00 unbudgeted from general funds, Heddens seconded.  Heddens reported 

on concerns of the additional $1,500.00.  Murken concurs.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
STATEMENT EXPLAINING WHY A MEETING IN PERSON IS IMPOSSIBLE OR IMPRACTICAL, PER CODE 

OF IOWA §21.8.1 – In order to slow community spread of COVID-19, no more than ten people can attend a Board 

meeting; anyone may join via conference call. 
INTRODUCTIONS: ELECTED OFFICIALS AND DEPARTMENT HEADS – Murken introduced department heads, 

elected officials, and staff.    
FY21 PROPOSED BUDGET INFORMATION – Lisa Markley, Assistant Auditor, presented the proposed budget for 

FY21 as published.  She stated the Board may adopt budget lower than published but not higher. Markley presented 

details of the budget and provided examples.  Murken asked a process question.  Markley responded.    
RESOLUTION #20-79, AS RECOMMENDED BY THE STORY COUNTY COMPENSATION BOARD SETTING 

ELECTED OFFICIAL SALARIES – Olson moved, Heddens seconded the approval of Resolution #20-79, Setting 

Elected Official Salaries as recommended by the Story County Compensation Board as presented.  Roll call vote.  

(MCU)  
RESOLUTION #20-80, ADOPTING FY21 BUDGET AS PRESENTED – Murken opened the public hearing at 11:00 

a.m., and, hearing no comments, she closed the public hearing at 11:00 p.m.  Discussion took place.  Olson moved, 

Heddens seconded the approval of Resolution #20-80, for the Fiscal Year 2021 Budget as Presented and Certify Taxes as 

Published which includes Assignment of Funds as follows: amount in the General Fund for specific purposes; amount in 

the ending Rural Fund as un-allocated Local Option Sales Tax; and to direct the Auditor to properly certify and file the 

budget and certificate of taxes.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
CENTRAL IOWA TOURISM AND AMES CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU ANNUAL REPORT – written 

report only. 
MINUTES:  3/17/20 Minutes and 3/17/20 Canvass Minutes – Heddens moved, Olson seconded adopting all minutes as 

presented.  Roll call vote.  (MCU)  
PERSONNEL ACTIONS: 1) pay adjustment, effective 3/29/20, in a) Auditor's Office for Patricia  Hilleman @ 

$20.80/hr; b) Community Service for Tyler Lennon @ $21.87/hr; c) Facilities Management for Jordan Knapp @ 

$17.57/hr; d) Justin Tiernan @ $22.64/hr; e) Sheriff's Office for Jordan Carman @  $2,097.60/bw; Cory Davis @ 

$2,830.80/bw.  Heddens moved, Olson seconded the approval of personnel actions as presented.  Roll call vote. (MCU) 
Olson moved, Heddens seconded approval of the Consent Agenda with the removal of item #8 to public hearing items. 

1. Contracts with Midwest Alarm Services for fire alarm inspection at the following:  Calhoun Group Home for 

$302.42; Duluth Group Home for $302.40; Hazel TLC For $302.52, all effective 4/1/20-3/31/21 

2. Certificate of Appointment of Deputy Sheriff Logan Powers, effective 3/15/20 

3. Annual and Quarterly Reports by submission of report documents only (until further notice) 

4. License Fees between Story County and Atlas Business Solutions, Inc for annual software licensing, effective 

3/1/20-2/28/21, for $4,407.00 

5. Resolution #20-78 to provide for the levy of debt service 

6. Road Closure Resolution: #20-32 

7. Utility Permits: #20-4776, #20-4777, #20-4787 

Roll call vote.  (MCU) 

OFFER TO BUY REAL ESTATE AGREEMENT WITH THE IOWA NATURAL HERITAGE FOUNDATION FOR 

REAL PROPERTY IN SECTION 6 OF HOWARD TOWNSHIP – Mike Cox, Conservation Director, reported on 

property location and funding source; the Conservation Board recommends approval.  Murken opened the public 

hearing at 11:15 a.m., and, hearing none, she closed the public hearing at 11:15 a.m.  Heddens moved, Olson seconded 

the approval of the Offer to Buy Real Estate Agreement with the Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation for Real Property 

in Section 6 of Howard Township.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 



GENERAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM ELIGIBILITY MODIFICATIONS DURING COVID-19 PRECAUTIONARY 

MEASURES AND CLOSURE OF STORY COUNTY OFFICES TO THE PUBLIC – Karla Webb, Community Services 

Director, reported communications, the Governor’s recommendation, and recommended changes.  Discussion took 

place.  Heddens moved, Olson seconded the approval of General Assistance Program Eligibility modifications during 

COVID-19 precautionary measures and closure of Story County offices to the public as presented.  Roll call vote.  

(MCU) 
UPDATE ON BONDING FOR SECONDARY ROADS – Travis Squires, Piper Sandler Companies (via Zoom video 

conference) reported on three options for road improvement bonds.  Murken directed Squires to look for placement for 

both options 2 and 3 with a first principal payment in 2021.  The Board concurred.   
ALLOW MARGARET JAYNES, STORY COUNTY SANITARIAN, IN THE EVENT OF A REMOTE WORKING 

ASSIGNMENT, TO PARK THE DEPARTMENT VEHICLE AT HER RESIDENCE IN AMES, IOWA. THIS IS TO 

ALLOW READY ACCESS FOR ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH FIELD WORK WITHOUT HAVING TO TRAVEL 

TO THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING IN NEVADA. THE VEHICLE WILL BE PARKED AT JAYNES' 

RESIDENCE WHILE NOT BEING USED FOR ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH FIELD WORK – Heddens stated if 

the vehicle parked is parked at the Human Services Center (HSC), Jaynes is not subject to taxation on a non-cash 

benefit.  Lisa Markley, Assistant Auditor, provided detail on the process.  Margaret Jaynes, Environment Health 

Director, concurred to park the vehicle at the HSC building; other employees may use if needed for remote working 

assignments.  Heddens moved, Olson seconded the approval of Margaret Jaynes, in the event of a remote working 

assignment, to park the department vehicle at the Human Service Center (HSC) building.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
STANDING BOARD OF SUPERVISORS’ MEETING FOR COVID-19 RESPONSE RECOMMENDED ACTIONS – 

Murken reported on the Board is holding special meetings on Friday mornings specifically for COVID-19 items; regular 

Tuesday meeting also may have COVID-19 items.  Olson moved, Heddens seconded the approval of the Standing Board 

of Supervisors’ Meeting for COVID-19 Response Recommended Actions for Fridays at 10:00 a.m.  Roll call vote.  

(MCU) 
DIRECTING ALL STAFF UNDER AUTHORITY OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS TO INCLUDE OR COPY 

ALL THREE SUPERVISORS ON CORRESPONDENCE, DATA, SITUATION UPDATES, ETC., EVEN IF THE 

PRIMARY RECIPIENT IS ONLY ONE SUPERVISORS AND REQUESTING THAT OTHER ELECTED 

OFFICIALS AND THEIR STAFFS PLUS ANY COUNTY EMPLOYEES NOT UNDER AUTHORITY OF THE 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS VOLUNTARILY DO THE SAME – Olson reported on sharing information, and dividing 

certain areas and topics.  Discussion took place.   
THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS DISTRIBUTING AMONG THEMSELVES LIAISON AND LEADERSHIP 

RESPONSIBILITIES FOR SPECIFIC TASKS, TOPICS AND AREAS NEEDING ENHANCED OR IMMEDIATE 

ATTENTION WHILE OPERATING UNDER THE COVID 19 PANDEMIC PARAMETERS AND ACTIVATION OF 

THE COUNTY'S COOP-COG PLAN – Olson reviewed her list: compliance with Code of Iowa chapters 21 and 22, 

financial impact, hunger coalition and food banks, and transportation.  Heddens listed childcare and Board of Health.  

Murken asked Heddens about a National Association of Counties (NACo) conference call regarding the tracking of 

relevant federal legislation.  Heddens reported.  Murken reported on Emergency Management, Conservation processes, 

Sheriff’s and County Attorney Offices, and complying with open meetings laws.   
PREDESIGN AGREEMENT FOR INTERCHANGE ON US HIGHWAY 30 AT 580TH AVENUE WITH THE IOWA 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (DOT) – Darren Moon, Engineer, reported on the process.  Moon has 

reviewed the agreements but he will return to the Board after review from the Attorney’s Office.  Moon has questions 

about maintenance for certain duties and portions of the road. 
THE FIVE-YEAR SECONDARY ROADS CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM NEEDS – Darren Moon, Engineer, reported 

he did not receive any public comments.  Questions remain on seven projects the County currently plans to cover with 

bond proceeds.  Olson asked questions about land acquisition negotiation details.  Murken stated she trusts Moon to use 

his best judgement and to return to the Board with his recommendations.  Discussion took place.  Moon will return next 

week.   
PRESENTATIONS TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS – Clerk Michelle Bellile asked the Board how it wanted to 

handle presentations and proclamations during COVID-19.   Heddens stated to limit presentations.  Olson stated discuss 

with Information Technology remote presentations.  Murken directed Bellile to have all quarterly and annual reports 

submitted in writing with no presentations for the month of April.  Necessary presentations will be given remotely with 

submitted documentation.  The Board will re-visit this issue in mid-April. 
LIAISON ASSIGNMENTS, COMMITTEE MEETINGS UPDATES, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE 

SUPERVISORS:  All Board members reported on items. 
Heddens moved, Olson seconded to adjourn at 12:37 p.m.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
























































































































































































































