
The Board of Supervisors met on 3/17/2020 at 10:00 a.m. in the Story County Administration Building.  Members 
present: Linda Murken, Lisa Heddens and Lauris Olson, with Murken presiding.  (all audio of meetings available at 
storycountyiowa.gov) 
ADOPTION OF AGENDA:  Murken stated it would be best to move the Emergency Management quarterly report to 
the top of the agenda.  Heddens moved, Olson seconded adopting the agenda with noted change.  Motion carried 
unanimously (MCU) on a roll call vote. 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT QUARTERLY REPORT – Keith Morgan reported he will focus on COVID-19 efforts 
today; his written report contains all activities and updates for the quarter.  Emergency Management is on a Level 2 
activation of emergency operation center (EOC); they are monitoring the situation and taking action as necessary.  Over 
the weekend, they were in communication with Iowa Department of Public Health and local public health entities.   
Normal planning processes are ongoing, including setting priorities.  The Board of Health was briefed Monday evening.  
Emergency Management is contacting jurisdictional executives to coordinate and optimize resources.  Primary area of 
focus right now is childcare; Emergency Management is coordinating with United Way and other providers.  This 
includes activating Emergency Support Function (ESF) 6 – Mass Care.  Public information is crucial; focused on 
providing prompt and correct information.  All Board members thanked Morgan.  Olson asked about crossover for staff 
between EOC duties and essential County duties 
ACTIVATING CONTINUITY OF OPERATIONS PLAN/CONTINUITY OF GOVERNMENT (COOP/COG) - (MAY 
GO INTO CLOSED SESSION TO DISCUSS PORTIONS OF THE PLAN CONSIDERED CONFIDENTIAL UNDER 
CODE OF IOWA §21.5(k) – Murken asked Ethan Anderson, Assistant County Attorney, if certain staff are allowed into 
the closed session.  Anderson stated yes.  Heddens moved, Olson seconded to go into closed session pursuant to Code of 

Iowa §21.5(k) at 10:14 a.m.  Olson asked to hear any pertinent updates before going into closed session.  Murken asked 
for updates from Department Heads/Elected Officials (DHEOs) present at the meeting.  Heddens moved, Olson 
seconded to withdraw the motion on the floor to go into closed session.  The following offices and departments reported:  
Treasurer’s Office, Recorder’s Office, Auditor’s Office, Veterans Affairs, Community Services, Animal Control, 
Planning and Development, Facilities Management, Attorney’s Office, Information Technology, and the Risk Manager.  
Sandra King, External Operations and County Services, reported on her recent conversation with the Engineer.  
Murken reported on the County Assessor, Conservation, Sheriff’s Office, and reported on extra duties of Emergency 
Management.  Stacie Herridge, Recorder, reported on an uptick in walk-in traffic in both her office and the Assessor’s 
office yesterday.  Discussion took place regarding use of public meeting rooms for boards and commissions.  Murken 
asked Anderson to check on open meeting laws regarding conceptual review meetings.  Heddens moved, Olson seconded 
to go into closed session pursuant to Code of Iowa §21.5(k) at 11:12 a.m.  Roll call vote.  (MCU)   
Murken reconvened the Board in open session at 12:12 p.m.  Olson moved to adopt the COOP/COG on the overriding 
principle of providing essential functions with individual discussions regarding implementation.  Heddens seconded for 
purposes of discussion.  Discussion took place.  Anderson recommended wording as follows:  Based on discussions held 
in closed session, you move to activate the COOP/COG and, in accordance with the COOP/COG, staff and COOP/COG 
Management Team (CCMT) recommendations will come forward for future Board action as necessary.  Olson 
withdrew her previous motion with concurrence of Heddens.  Olson moved to activate the COOP/COG, and, in 
accordance with the COOP/COG, staff and CCMT recommendations to the Board will be presented as necessary.  
Second by Heddens.  Roll call vote.  (MCU)     
UPDATES ON COVID-19 SITUATION – Leanne Harter, County Outreach and Special Projects Manager, reported on 
potential office closures and recommended staff return to the Board later today with recommendations, now that the 
COOP/COG has been activated.  Heddens asked procedural questions.  Murken stated the Board can recess the meeting 
and reconvene within four hours.  Murken asked Harter to inform the public via the County website and social media.   
PUBLIC COMMENT #1: Ted Rasmusson, Treasurer, asked clarifying questions about direction given to Harter.  
Murken responded.     
HEART OF IOWA REGIONAL TRANSIT AGENCY (HIRTA) QUARTERLY REPORT – written report only. 
LUTHERAN SERVICES OF IOWA (LSI) ANNUAL REPORT – written report only. 
MINUTES:  3/3/20 and 3/10/20 Minutes, and 3/10/20 Canvass Minutes – Heddens moved, Olson seconded adopting all 
minutes as presented.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
PERSONNEL ACTIONS:  1) new hire, effective 3/23/20, in Conservation for Hunter Simmons @ $11.25/hr; 2) pay 
adjustment, effective 3/29/20, in Board of Supervisors Office for Alissa Riese-Wignall @ $3,720.52/bw.  Olson moved, 
Heddens seconded the approval of personnel actions as presented.  Roll call vote. (MCU) 
CLAIMS:  3/19/20 Claims of $ 1,281,119.26 (run date 3/13/2020, 38 pages, on file in the Auditor's Office) and authorize 
the Auditor to issue checks in payments of these claims and payment requests from Central Iowa Drug Task Force 
($2,823.70), Holding-Seized Funds ($560.00), BooST School Ready Services ($41,031.55), BooST Early Childhood 
($9,148.93), Emergency Management ($1,066.64), E911 surcharge ($1,058.12), County Assessor ($2,874.80), Ames City 
Assessor ($13,428.17), and Central Iowa Community Services ($149,924.25).  Heddens moved, Olson seconded the 
approval of Claims as presented. Roll call vote. (MCU) 
Olson moved, Heddens seconded approval of the Consent Agenda as presented. 

1. Attorney fee compensation of $63.00 per hour for involuntary substance abuse commitment for appointments 
made on or after 7/1/19 

2. Nevada Jaycees hosting Nevada's Annual Bike Ride (NABR) on 5/2/20, requesting approval to place temporary 
informational signs along the route in the County right-of-way 

3. Final pay voucher for Peterson Contractors Inc. for bridge replacement on 210th Street Project #L-S33--73-85 
4. Final pay voucher for Peterson Contractors Inc. for bridge replacement on 287th Street Project # L-IC5--73-85 
5. Final pay voucher for Peterson Contractors Inc. for box culvert replacement on 310th Street Project #L-COL19-

-73-85 
6. Final pay voucher for Peterson Contractors Inc. for bridge replacement on Sand Hill Trail Project #L-G29--73-

85 
7. Road Closure Resolutions: #20-30, #20-31 
8. Utility Permits: #20-4771, #20-4772, #20-4774 



Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
LIAISON ASSIGNMENTS, COMMITTEE MEETINGS UPDATES, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE 
SUPERVISORS:  All meetings of members are being conducted electronically and/or cancelled. 
CLOSED SESSION PURSUANT TO CODE OF IOWA §21.5(1)(c) – Murken read the pertinent Code section.  Olson 
moved, Heddens seconded to go into closed session pursuant to Code of Iowa §21.5(1)(c) at 12:35 p.m.  Roll call vote.  
(MCU) 
Murken reconvened the Board in open session at 1:14 p.m. 
APPEAL IN PALENSKY VS. STORY COUNTY BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT – Ethan Anderson, Story County Assistant 
Attorney, recommended appealing to the Iowa Supreme Court for this matter, due to reasons provided by counsel in 
closed session; estimated costs are minimal.  Heddens moved, Olson seconded the approval of submitting an appeal of 
Palensky vs. Story County Board of Adjustment.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
Murken asked to recess until 3:30 p.m.  Olson moved, Heddens seconded to recess the meeting at 1:15 p.m. until 3:30 
p.m.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
Murken reconvened the Board at 3:32 p.m.   
UPDATES ON COVID-19 SITUATION, CONTINUED – Murken provided a summary of the morning’s discussion.  
Ethan Anderson, Assistant County Attorney, reported requirements for emergency meetings under the Code of Iowa.  
Several DHEOs provided detail on the logistics of closing County buildings to the public.  Sandra King, External 
Operations and County Services Director, read the memo prepared by staff.  Discussion took place.  Leanne Harter, 
County Outreach and Special Projects Manager shared a summary of other Iowa counties actions; a majority are closed 
to the public and/or available via appointment only.  Murken thanked everyone present and those who provided 
information to staff.  She thanked the Board’s staff for their quick efforts.  Anderson stated Code of Iowa §331.301(1) 
should be included in any motion.    Discussion took place about informing the public, use of meeting rooms, EOC usage, 
future events, and Human Resources impacts.  Heddens noted things are changing every day and appreciates everyone’s 
input.  Olson stated she is under-reacting but she appreciates information provided by everyone.  Murken thanked 
everyone for their input and stated we will do our best for Story County.  Olson moved to close all County building to 
the public except for by appointment for certain offices and for certain meetings.  Heddens added reference to Code of 

Iowa §331.301(1) and in connection with COOP/COG.  Murken added the Justice Center is open.  Olson added the 
closure goes into effect at 12 noon on 3/18/20, with exception of the Human Services Center and the Justice Center, until 
further notice.  Second by Heddens.  Murken clarified offices will be open and employees will be working.  Roll call vote.  
(MCU) 
Heddens moved, Olson seconded to adjourn at 4:20 p.m. 














































































