




Youngberg had concerns about the slurry getting into the river before the rock had settled out.  
Grant stated that the river is over 300’ away and it is very unlikely that the pipe would break 
open, but rather a pinhole leak.  Grant stated that monitoring would take place daily to check for 
leaks.  While this water is not being discharged, they hold a National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (NPDES) permit for discharges. Youngberg stated that her main concern 
was if it could hurt the fish if it were to get to the river. Grant stated that in the event of a spill, 
the DNR would require it to be cleaned up.  
 
Schneider asked if there are any contaminates in the slurry and if there is a monitoring system 
to make sure the slurry is not contaminated.  Grant stated there is nothing to contaminate the 
slurry because water is the only thing that comes in contact with the rock during processing.  
Grant also stated that discharge water is tested annually.   
 
Neubauer asked if the piping is secure while not in use.  Grant stated the pipe is capped off.  
McGill stated that with the concerns from the board, that it may be beneficial for the board to 
see a spill prevention plan.  Brekke stated that he agrees seeing the plan from an environmental 
engineer is a good idea.  
 
Brekke asked what type of emergencies the equipment being stored would be used for.  Grant 
stated that the emergency equipment is in the event of an underground mine emergency.   
 
Brekke asked how often pipe leaks occur under ground, and discussion took place that there 
has not been failures because of daily monitoring.   
 
McGill opened the public hearing. Jerry Sloan spoke about water quality being affected in the 
event of a leak, and pump noise. Grant stated that new pumps would not be brought to the 
drops. There is a current pump on the site at the processing plant, but currently it is not used as 
gravity works to move the slurry to the drops.  Sloan asked if there would be vibration with the 
slurry moving through the pipes that was not able to be heard when the pipe was below ground.  
Scotty Gerber with Martin Marietta stated that the pipe is thick and one would need to touch the 
pipe to know whether something was moving through the pipe.  Sloan had concerns about fuel 
or explosives being used underground that could get in the water and would like to see Martin 
Marietta test the slurry water to ensure the aquifer is not being affected. 
 
Andy Craig was present for another case, but stated that he is an environmental engineer and 
suggested testing of the slurry would be beneficial to the board to ensure it is safe. 
 
Liz Pehl stated that her garden is in the area and did not realize that the pipe would be so close 
to her property line. Pehl stated that the she is concerned with the pipe being above ground that 
a hunter could hit the pipe or it could be hit while driving through the field with a vehicle.  
 
MOTION:  The Story County Board of Adjustment remands the Conditional Use Permit for 
the addition of slurry drops at the mine property and off-site rescue equipment/trailer 
storage in the event of an emergency at the Martin Marietta Ames Mine as put forth in 
case CUP02-90.6, back to the applicant for further review and/or modifications to the plan 
for protective measures and for the slurry to be tested, and directs staff to place this item 
on the January 15, 2019, Story County Board of Adjustment Agenda.  
 
Motion: Neubauer 
Second:  Youngberg 
Ayes:  Neubauer, Youngberg, McGill, Brekke, Schneider 
Nays: None 
Not Voting: None 
Absent: None 
Vote:  (5-0) 
 
 
 






