
The Board of Supervisors met on 3/12/19 at 10:00 a.m. in the Story County Administration Building.  Members present: 
Lauris Olson, Linda Murken, and Rick Sanders, with Olson presiding.  (all audio of meetings available at 
storycountyiowa.gov)   
HIRING TWO ADDITIONAL DETENTION OFFICERS (DOs) IN PREPARATION FOR TWO CURRENT 
DETENTION OFFICERS MILITARY DEPLOYMENT, EFFECTIVE 7/5/19 – Sheriff Paul Fitzgerald reported two 
detention officers will be going on active deployment; he requested to fill the anticipated positions now in order to 
alleviate staff shortages and overtime.  Connie Toresdahl, Budget Supervisor, reported on the Sheriff’s budget.  
Fitzgerald reported on attrition.  Discussion took place.  Sanders moved, Murken seconded the approval of Hiring Two 
Additional Detention Officers in Preparation for Two Current Detention Officers Military Deployment, effective 7/5/19.  
Motion carried unanimously (MCU) on a roll call vote.   
MAKING A CONDITIONAL OFFER ON 3/13/2019 TO A DETENTION OFFICER APPLICANT PRIOR TO 
RECEIVING AN OFFICIAL RESIGNATION LETTER – Paul Fitzgerald, Sheriff, reported on the request.  Murken 
moved, Sanders seconded the approval of Making a Conditional Offer on 3/13/19 to a Detention Officer Applicant Prior 
to Receiving an Official Resignation Letter.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR $3 MILLION TOWARD THE CONSTRUCTION OF A $48 MILLION HEALTHY 
LIFE CENTER (HLC) PROPOSED FOR THE CITY OF AMES, AND A COMMITMENT TO PROVIDE AN 
ONGOING OPERATING SUBSIDY OF $200,000 PER YEAR – Olson reported on possible funding sources.  She 
reported on projects already funded via tax increment financing (TIF).  Murken reported on concerns regarding annual 
funding, and the effect on other one-time requests for funding throughout the County.  Sanders stated this is an 
appropriate use of Urban Renewal/TIF, and asked staff for comments.  Deb Schildroth, Director of External Operations 
and County Services, provided an overview of the County’s involvement in community discussions.  Discussion took 
place.  Olson asked for additional public input.  Jane Halliburton, Ames, reported on the exceptional staff in Story 
County, and stated there are multiple ways for the County to fund the HLC; consider the implications of not funding it.  
John Haila, Mayor of Ames, reported on funding, collaboration, and a better quality of life in Story County.  Discussion 
took place.  Sanders moved the support of the construction of a $48M Healthy Life Center with a one-time $3M 
contribution of funds, and a commitment to provide an ongoing operating subsidy up to $200,000 per year based on a 
sliding scale percentage of the operating deficit with the input from legal counsel.  Olson seconded for discussion.  
Discussion took place.  Sanders aye, Murken nay, Olson nay.  Motion fails.  Murken asked Assistant County Attorney 
Ethan Anderson and Assistant Auditor Lisa Markley about funding alternatives.  Markley stated a general obligation 
bond can be used.  Anderson stated a referendum bond requires 60% approval to pass.  Lucy Martin, Auditor, reported 
on possible dates for a referendum.  Murken contemplated a motion but Anderson recommended it be brought to a 
future meeting.  Steve Schainker, City Manager, City of Ames, voiced concerns about confusing Ames voters.  Nancy 
Carroll, Heartland Senior Services, added clarifying remarks about funding.  Olson stated the topic will be re-visited on 
March 26.  Sanders asked about a funding threshold for referendum votes.  Ann Campbell, Ames, stated the City of 
Ames needs to know funding to proceed.   
Olson recessed the Board for a two-minute break at 11:35 a.m., she reconvened the Board at 11:38 a.m. 
FY20 HEALTH INSURANCE OPTIONS – Alissa Wignall, Human Resources (HR) Director, reported the initial 
renewal offer from Aetna was a 33.2% increase.  She reported on the subsequent bid process.  Debbie Dean, Senior 
Benefit Consultant, Benefit Source Inc., reported on bid responses and pricing; vendors were asked to match the current 
benefits.  Wignall provided additional detail.  Discussion took place.  Wignall recommends Wellmark BCBS-Alliance 
Select and Wellmark Blue Choice.  Murken moved, Sanders seconded the approval of the FY20 Health Insurance 
Options with Wellmark BCBS-Alliance Select and Blue Choice at the 6500 plan.  Discussion took place.  Wignall 
reminded the Board she will return with contribution rates.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
INTRODUCTIONS ELECTED OFFICIALS AND DEPARTMENT HEADS – Olson introduced County Attorney 
Jessica Reynolds, County Auditor Lucy Martin, County Recorder Stacie Herridge, Facilities Management Director Joby 
Brodgen, Director of External Operations and County Services Deb Schildroth, Community Services Director Karla 
Webb, Planning and Development Director Jerry Moore, County Treasurer Ted Rasmusson, Animal Control Director 
Sue McCaskey, and County Sheriff Paul Fitzgerald. 
FY20 PROPOSED BUDGET – Lisa Markley, Assistant Auditor, presented the proposed budget for FY20 as published.  
She stated the Board may adopt a budget lower than published but not higher. Markley reported on valuation, salary 
adjustments, Capital Improvement Plan (CIP), funds, tax askings, budget worksessions, revenues and expenses by 
service area, expenses by fund, fiscal year budget comparisons, distribution of dollars by taxing authority, and an 
example of property tax percentages per taxing authority for both urban and rural areas.  Sanders compared fiscal 
years and funds.  Discussion took place.   
RESOLUTION #19-90, AS RECOMMENDED BY THE STORY COUNTY COMPENSATION BOARD SETTING 
ELECTED OFFICIAL SALARIES – Sanders moved, Murken seconded the approval of Resolution #19-90, Setting 
Elected Official Salaries as recommended by the Story County Compensation Board as presented.  Roll call vote.  
(MCU) 
RESOLUTION #19-91, TO REDUCE PROPOSED FISCAL YEAR 2020 BUDGET – Olson opened the public hearing 
at 12:10 p.m. Hearing no comments, Olson closed the public hearing at 12:10 p.m.  Murken moved, Olson seconded the 
approval of Resolution #19-91, to Reduce Fiscal Year 2020 Budget by $0.04 in the Rural Fund tax rate and otherwise 
Certify Taxes as Published which includes Assignment of Funds as follows: amount in the General Fund for specific 
purposes; amount in the ending Rural Fund as un-allocated Local Option Sales Tax (40%); and to direct the Auditor to 
properly certify and file the budget and certificate of taxes.  Murken aye, Sanders nay, Olson aye.  Motion carries.   
FIRST CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCE NO. 282, AN ORDINANCE OF STORY COUNTY, IOWA PROVIDING 
FOR PROBATION FEES – Jessica Reynolds, Story County Attorney, reported on the text of ordinance; no public input 
was received.  She requested approval and waiver of the second and third readings.  Olson opened the public hearing at 
12:16 p.m., and, hearing none, she closed the public hearing at 12:16 p.m.  Murken moved, Sanders seconded the 
approval of First Consideration of Ordinance No. 282, An Ordinance of Story County, Iowa Providing for Probation 
Fees and Waiving Second and Third Readings.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 



RESOLUTIONS #19-62 AND #19-63 A PARTIAL ACQUISITION AND VACATION OF 199TH STREET RIGHT-OF-
WAY, NORTHWOOD HEIGHTS 2ND-4TH ADDITIONS – Jerry Moore, Planning and Development Director, 
provided information on the process, property history, ownership, site photos, regulations, and communication.  He gave 
an overview of the proposal.   The Planning and Zoning Commission recommends approval as presented.  Olson opened 
the public hearing at 12:28 p.m., and, hearing none, she closed the public hearing at 12:28 p.m.  Sanders moved, Murken 
seconded the approval of Resolutions #19-62 and #19-63, A Partial Acquisition and Vacation of 199th Street Right-of-
Way, Northwood Heights 2nd-4th Additions.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
MINUTES:  3/5/19 Minutes – Murken moved, Sanders seconded the approval of Minutes as presented.  Roll call vote.  
(MCU) 
PERSONNEL ACTIONS:  1) pay adjustment, effective 3/17/19, in Board of Supervisors’ Office for Alissa Wignall @ 
$3,541.68/bw; effective 3/31/19 in a) Auditor's Office for Patricia Hilleman @ $20.39/hr; b) Community Services for 
Tyler Lennon @ $21.01/hr; c) Facilities Management for Jordan Knapp @ $16.89/hr; d) Sheriff's Office for Matthew 
Bartos @ $2,408.00/bw; Cory Davis @ $2,763.04/bw.  Murken moved, Sanders seconded the approval of Personnel 
Actions as presented.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
Murken moved, Sanders seconded approval of Consent Agenda as presented. 

1. Renewal of Class C Native Wine (WCN) for Prairie Moon Estate Winery & Vineyards, 3801 W. 190th Street, 
Ames, Iowa, effective 5/15/19-5/14/20, including Sunday sales 

2. Delta Dental Renewal, effective 7/1/19-6/30/22, and FY20 Dental Insurance Rates 
3. Utility Permit:  #19-32 

Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
LIAISON ASSIGNMENTS, COMMITTEE MEETINGS UPDATES, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE 
SUPERVISORS:  All Board members reported on multiple meetings. 
Murken moved, Sanders seconded to adjourn at 12:35 p.m.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
 










































































































































