
The Board of Supervisors met on 9/01/20 at 10:00 a.m. in the Story County Administration Building.  Members present: 

Linda Murken, Lisa Heddens, and Lauris Olson, with Murken presiding.  (all audio of meetings available at 

storycountyiowa.gov).   Murken read the special note to the public: due to recommendations to limit gatherings in order 

to help slow the spread of the COVID-19 virus, public access to the meeting will be provided via Zoom meeting 

originating from the Story County Administration Building.   

ADOPTION OF AGENDA:  Heddens moved, Olson seconded adopting the agenda as presented.  Motion carried 

unanimously (MCU) on a roll call vote. 

UPDATES ON COVID-19 – Heddens reported on the most recent caseload statistics in both Iowa and Story County. 

BID OPENING FOR HEART OF IOWA NATURE TRAIL (HOINT) - SLATER CONNECTOR – Mike Cox, 

Conservation Director, reported on the following bids: 1) Absolute Concrete, Des Moines, Iowa,  bid bond complete, 

bidder identity and status complete; total bid of $169,569.50. 2) Howrey Construction, Rockwell City, Iowa, bid bond 

complete, bidder identity and status complete; total bid of $97,470.40. 3) TK Concrete Inc., Pella, Iowa, bid bond 

complete, bidder identity and status complete; total bid of $175,925.00.  4) Concrete Professionals, Altoona, Iowa, bid 

bond complete, bidder identity and status complete; total bid for $165,107.80.  Cox stated he would review the bids and 

return to the Board at a later date with award recommendations. 
MINUTES:  8/4/20, 8/11/20, 8/14, 8/18, 8/25, and 8/26 Minutes – Olson moved, Heddens seconded approval of the 8/4, 

8/11, 8/14, 8/18, and 8/25 Minutes; Olson stated she did not include 8/26/20 as she was not in attendance.  Roll call vote.  

(MCU)  Heddens moved, Murken seconded the approval of 8/26 Minutes.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
CLAIMS:  9/3/20 Claims of $544,540.95 (run date 8/21/20, 28 pages, on file in the Auditor's Office) and authorize the 

Auditor to issue checks in payments of these claims and payment requests from Emergency Management ($177.93), 

E911 surcharge ($4,260.56), County Assessor ($805.82), Ames City Assessor ($428.56), and Central Iowa Community 

Services ($223,764.00).  Olson moved, Heddens seconded the approval of Claims as presented.  Roll call vote.  (MCU)  

Murken asked to remove items #7, #9, #10 for individual consideration; Olson asked to remove items #5 and #15 for the 

same.  Heddens moved, Olson seconded approval of the Consent Agenda with noted changes. 
1. FY20 Official Report of the County Highway Engineer 

2. Revised Methamphetamine Drug Hot Spots Grant Program to extend to 6/30/21 

3. Story County's participation in the United Way of Story County's Day of Caring on 9/11/20 

4. Amendment to Master Services Agreement between Securus and Story County, effective 9/1/20 

6. Appointment to the Board of Adjustment for an unexpired term ending 12/31/23 – Kelli Excell 

8. Appointment to the Board of Adjustment for an unexpired term ending 12/31/24 – Nathan Hovick 

11. Appointment to the Planning and Zoning Commission for an unexpired term ending 12/31/23 – Ray Lee 

12. Appointment to the Planning and Zoning Commission for an unexpired term ending 12/31/24 – Dalton Johnston 

13. License fees between Story County and No Wait Inside, LLC for software and maintenance, effective 8/17/20-

9/16/20 for $29.00 

14. Renewal Application for a Class B Beer (BB) (includes wine coolers) for Knotted Dough & Co., d/b/a The Oil 

Press, 70197 130th Street, Zearing, Iowa, effective 10/1/20-9/30/21 

Roll call vote.  (MCU) 

7. Appointment to the Board of Adjustment for an unexpired term ending 12/31/20 – Elara Jondle. Murken stated 

this item and item #10 are four-month terms to fill a vacancy; she asked that appointees not be required to re-

interview. 
9. Appointment to the Planning and Zoning Commission for a five-year term ending 12/31/25 – Cheryl Moss. 

Murken noted for the record this appointment is for a term ending date 12/31/25.   

10. Appointment to the Planning and Zoning Commission for an unexpired term ending 12/31/20 – Ben Jensen. 
Heddens moved, Olson seconded approval of #7, #9, and #10.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
5. Request for Proposal (RFP) for Sheriff's Office Jail Video Visitation System Design and Installation – Olson the 

Sheriff’s Office to provide an overview.  John Asmussen, Jailer, reported it is paid from inmate fees, not tax 

dollars.  The five-year contract is open to multiple vendors.  Olson requested as wording change from consultant 

to vendor, and asked about the County’s financial obligation should fees not cover costs. Asmussen stated he will 

have the Attorney’s Office review.  Discussion took place.  Olson moved, Heddens seconded approval of the 

Request for Proposal (RFP) for Sheriff’s Office Jail Video Visitation System Design and Installation with noted 

changes.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
15. Contract for Sanitizing Polling Locations for the 9/8/20 Special Elections and 11/3/20 General Election at 

$250.00/location – Olson asked about funding.  Lucy Martin, Auditor, stated the work qualifies for federal 

reimbursement under the HAVA CARES funding, available for the 2020 federal election cycle and administered 

by the Iowa Secretary of State.  Heddens moved, Olson seconded the approval of contract for Sanitizing Polling 

Locations for the 9/8/20 and 11/3/20 Elections at $250.00/location.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
RE-OPENING PLAN FOR THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING – Joby Brogden, Facility Management Director, 

reported he has discussed with all departments and offices and has a workable plan.  Discussion took place regarding 

both public expectations and current COVID-19 caseload spike.  Heddens stated the re-opening plan needs to include 

what triggers a subsequent shutdown, including implementation.  Olson noted how the recently-mailed property tax 

statements included notification about buildings being closed.   Treasurer Ted Rasmussen provided input.  Murken 

stated she could not vote today to re-open, given the County’s current COVID-19 caseload and trends.  Olson asked 

about public access for the upcoming General Election.  Brogden stated he will discuss with the Auditor.  Lucy Martin, 

Auditor, stated the accommodating in-person absentee voting in the lobby, used for the June and September elections, is 

not possible due to the expected voter turnout.  She is considering a number of options.  Absentee voting begins 10/5/20.  

Martin stated she will devise a plan with Brogden.  Heddens stated a decision can be made later in the month.  

Discussion took place.  Olson moved, Heddens seconded to revisit the Re-Opening Plan for the Administration Building 

on 9/22/20.  Discussion took place.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
REOPENING STORY COUNTY BUILDINGS (UNLOCKING OUTSIDE DOORS FOR PUBLIC TO CONDUCT IN-

PERSON BUSINESS WITH OFFICES AND DEPARTMENTS) WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THE 

ADMINISTRATION BUILDING – Murken stated the Justice Center is open.  Brogden read the Engineers’ Office 



statement; Murken stated to leave as-is.  Animal Control is open by appointment only.  Conservation is currently closed 

to the public; re-opening will discussed with the Conservation Board.  The Human Services Center (HSC) is currently 

closed.  Olson asked about a lobby phone for immediate help.  Karla Webb, Community Services Director, reported on  

appointment process. Pauline Rutherford, Department of Human Services Director, reported on concerns if lobby open 

and advocates for appointments only.  Heddens asked about alternative access doors.  Brogden stated it is an option but 

public would go through an office, exposing employees.  Murken suggested unlocking the front doors but restricting 

access to the foyer where a phone can be installed to make calls.  She wondered if federal funds could cover costs.  

Heddens asked about an intercom phone.  Brogden stated he will look at cost and timeline to implement. 
HIRING FREEZE EXCEPTION REQUEST FOR TREASURER'S OFFICE MOTOR VEHICLE SUPERVISOR 

POSITION – Ted Rasmusson, Treasurer, reported on the need to re-hire to fill a recent vacancy.  Heddens moved, 

Olson seconded the approval of Hiring Freeze Exception Request for Treasurer’s Office Motor Vehicle Supervisor 

Position.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
IOWA HOMELAND SECURITY AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PROGRAM FOR JURISDICTIONS 

REGARDING CONTRACTING WITH STATE CONTRACTORS FOR CHIPPING AND HAULING VEGETATIVE 

DEBRIS – Director of Planning and Development  Jerry Moore reported on options, and recommended option one.  

Discussion took place.  Olson moved, Heddens seconded approval of Option One (1):  to direct staff to submit a mission 

task to Emergency Management Coordinator Keith Morgan to work with a state contractor for chipping and hauling 

services at no cost to the County, to occur at the Milford Township property located at 60016 160th St.  Roll call vote.  

(MCU) 
RESOLUTION #21-08, H&M OSBORN AGRICULTURAL SUBDIVISION – Emily Rizvic, Planning and Development 

Intern and Marcus Amman, County Planner, reported on provided detail on the application.  Rizvic reported on land 

use, surrounding land use, process, and analysis; staff recommends approval as presented.  Discussion took place.  

Heddens moved, Olson seconded the approval of Resolution #21-08, H&M Osborn Agricultural Subdivision as 

presented.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
UPCOMING AGENDA ITEMS:  Olson suggested that the new Tribune reporter add an agenda item to introduce 

themselves. 
LIAISON ASSIGNMENTS, COMMITTEE MEETINGS UPDATES, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE 

SUPERVISORS:  All Board members reported on meetings.  Discussion took place regarding a tentative special meeting 

to discuss a possible Resolution requiring face coverings in Story County.  
Olson moved, Heddens seconded to adjourn at 12:13 pm.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
























































































































































































