
The Board of Supervisors met on 5/5/20 at 10:00 a.m. in the Story County Administration Building.  Members present: 
Linda Murken, Lisa Heddens and Lauris Olson, with Murken presiding.  (all audio of meetings available at 
storycountyiowa.gov).  Murken read the special note to the public:  due to recommendations to limit gatherings to no 
more than ten (10) people in order to help slow the spread of the COVID-19 virus, public access to the meeting will be 
provided via conference call originating from the Administration Building.   
ADOPTION OF AGENDA:  Heddens moved, Olson seconded adopting the agenda as presented.  Motion carried 
unanimously (MCU) on a roll call vote. 
PUBLIC COMMENT #1 – Lindsey Beecher, Superintendent of the Gilbert School District, commented on item #18, 
Urban Renewal and Tax Increment Financing.  
2020 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT WEEK PROCLAMATION OF MAY 4-9, 2020 – Murken asked the Board to 
read the proclamation.  Olson moved, Heddens seconded the approval of the Proclamation of 2020 Economic 
Development Week Recognizing May 4-9, 2020.  Roll call vote.  (MCU)  
MID-IOWA COMMUNITY ACTION (MICA) ANNUAL REPORT – Murken asked for any updates to the submitted 
report.  Gloria Symons, Health Services Director, reported on COVID-19 response and safety measures.  Josie Stahlin, 
Family Development Director, reported on highlights. 
MINUTES:  4/24/20 Special Minutes and 4/28/20 Minutes – Heddens moved, Olson seconded adopting both minutes as 
presented.  Roll call vote.  (MCU)  
PERSONNEL ACTIONS: 1) new hire, effective 5/18/20, in Engineer's Office for Benjamin Simodynes @ $14.00/hr; 
Secondary Roads for Brady Trego @ $13.00/hr; 2) pay adjustment, effective 5/10/20 in a) Attorney's Office for Heather 
Pritchard @ $21.10/hr; Monika Stalzer @ $25.84/hr; b) Information Technology for Timothy Patterson @ $26.03/hr; c) 
Engineer/Secondary Roads for Tyler Sparks @ $3,693.41/bw; Bre VanSickle @ $19.15/hr; d) Sheriff's Office for Gary 
Backous @ $3,826.67/bw; Nathaniel Belvo @ $1,825.60/bw; BriAnna Schaper @ $1,825.60/bw; Jamie Schmitz @ 
$2,584.00/bw; Timothy Schroeder @ $2,236.00/bw; Cynthia Schwickerath @ $18.76/hr; 3) promotion, effective 5/10/20, 
in a) Attorney's Office for Shawna Johnson-Miers @ $3,306.04/bw; b) Secondary Roads for Steve Flickinger @ 
$21.77/hr.  Olson moved, Heddens seconded the approval of personnel actions as presented.  Roll call vote. (MCU) 
Olson asked to remove item #3 for individual consideration.  Heddens moved, Olson seconded approval of the Consent 
Agenda with noted change. 

1. Extending current agreement between Justice Benefits, Inc and Story County to include the Coronavirus 
Emergency Supplemental Funding Program for five percent (5%) of the funding received 

2. Acknowledgment of the purchase of the PLC System for the Story County Jail for $138,980.00 (un-budgeted) 
4. Resolution #20-92, Amending Resolution #20-81, Correcting the section number and township name of the 

Anthony Acres Residential Parcel Subdivision Resolution 
5. Extension of Veterans’ Affairs Assistance Program modifications related to COVID-19 to expire 6/1/20 
6. Road Closure:  20-38 
7. Utility Permits:  20-4898; 20-4899 
8. Resolution #20-93 Approving and Authorizing a Loan Agreement and Providing for the Issuance of a 

$3,000,000.00 General Obligation Road Improvement Bond, Series 2020, and Providing for Levying of Taxes 
Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
UPDATE ON 2020 CENSUS – John Cook, Senior Partnership Specialist, reported on adjustments due to COVID-19; 
the timeline is extended by three months to 10/31/20.  To date, the response rate in Story County is 64%.  Cook reported 
on outreach methods. 

3. Acknowledgment of the Sheriff's purchase of a pole barn for $21,000.00 (un-budgeted) – Olson asked Fitzgerald 
about the building restrictions on the property.  Ethan Anderson, Story County Attorney’s Office, reported the 
use restrictions have expired.  Fitzgerald reported on the building. Heddens reported on discussions she had 
with the Sheriff yesterday.  Murken read a statement from the 3/16/19 Board meeting regarding the source of 
funding: 50% funding from forfeiture funds and 50% from general fund for maintenance and fuel.  Olson 
reported on a text comment from Dave Zeisneiss, Gilbert/Franklin Township Fire Chief, asked if this was just 
for the Mine-Resistant Ambush Protected (MRAP) vehicle.  Fitzgerald stated the building is for the MRAP and 
its equipment.  Olson moved, Heddens seconded the approval the purchase of a pole barn for the Sheriff for 
$21,500.00 with 50% cost from forfeitures funds and 50% general fund.  Roll call vote. (MCU) 

Murken recessed the Board for a brief break at 10:55 am; reconvened the meeting at 10:56 am. 
SENDING BUDGET AMENDMENT TO PUBLICATION FOR PUBLIC HEARING ON 5/26/20 – Lisa Markley, 
Assistant Auditor, reported on the amendment for the remainder of the fiscal year.  She reported some items are 
directly related to COVID-19.  Discussion took place.  Markley asked to send to publication and have the public hearing 
on 5/26/20; the Board can lower expenses at the hearing but cannot raise them.  Heddens moved, Olson seconded to 
move forward with the publication with changes as presented.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
WELLNESS POLICY (FOLLOWING SEVEN-DAY REVIEW) – Noelle McLatchie, Human Resource Generalist, 
reported on receiving a couple of positive comments.  Olson moved, Heddens seconded the approval of the Wellness 
Policy as presented.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
FIRST STEP OF AN AMES URBAN FRINGE PLAN – LAND USE FRAMEWORK MAP AMENDMENT REQUEST 
FROM R. BRADLEY STUMBO, FOX ENGINEERING REPRESENTING BISHOP FARMS FOR PARCEL # 05-23-
400-255 – Jerry Moore, Planning and Development Director, reported on the request.  Discussion took place.  Heddens 
moved, Olson seconded the approval of the request from Bradley Stumbo for Parcel #05-23-400-255.  Roll call vote.  
(MCU) 
GENERAL ASSISTANCE AND VETERANS’ AFFAIRS INCOME GUIDELINES AND RENT AND UTILITY 
ASSISTANCE MAXIMUMS - Karla Webb, Community Services Director, reported rates have not been adjusted since 
1990 and provided detail on research undertaken.  Discussion took place.  Brett Mclain, Veterans’ Affairs Director, 
reported on State and Federal assistance.  The Veterans Commission approves of the increase.  Additional discussion 
took place.  Olson moved the approval of income guidelines for General Assistance and Veterans’ Affairs Guidelines as 
presented at 10% increase and that there be an adjustment in rent and utilities as proposed by Community Services 
staff.  Heddens seconded.  Discussion took place.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 



AMENDING THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT POLICIES FOR URBAN RENEWAL AREAS AND TAX 
INCREMENTAL FINANCING (TIF) POLICY TO ADD THIRD PARTY PAYMENTS ON SELECT RESIDENTIAL 
HOUSING DEVELOPMENT – Olson reported the proposal, and reviewed necessary steps.  Art Fleener, President of 
Gilbert/Franklin Township Fire District, spoke in opposition to the proposal.  Kurt Friedrich, Ames, spoke in favor of 
the proposal.  Luke Jensen, Franklin Township, spoke in favor.  Frank Rydl, Gilbert resident and member of 
Gilbert/Franklin Fire District, is opposed.  Sonya Dodd, Gilbert City Clerk, asked questions about individual use.  The 
Franklin Township Trustees (Doug Moore, Art Fleener, Thomas Hackett) submitted a letter stating their opposition.  
Murken and Heddens reported on emails and phone calls received, including from Lindsey Beecher, Gilbert School 
District Superintendent; Steve Mahoney, Gilbert resident; Jon Popp, Gilbert Mayor; and Teri Gallahan, Gilbert City 
Council member (see minute packet for emails).  Lucy Martin, Story County Auditor, reported on reasons to oppose the 
proposal.  Dave Zeisneiss, Gilbert/Franklin Township Fire Chief, reported residential development is not comparable to 
a wind farm.  Discussion took place.  Ethan Anderson, Story County Attorney, reported on legalities and options.  
Additional discussion took place.  Olson moved that the Board to direct staff to look at issues involved in a legal time and 
administrative perspective to produce a report back to the Board about amending the Economic Development policies 
for Urban Renewal Areas and TIF policy to add third party payments on select residential housing development.  
Motion failed for a lack of a second.  Heddens commented she wants a recommendation from the housing study; it may 
change what she may consider.   
UPDATE ON CURRENT AND NEAR-TERM NEEDS OF UNHOMED AND AT RISK OF HOMELESSNESS STORY 
COUNTY RESIDENTS – Olson reported on groups responding to homelessness issues.  Karla Webb, Community 
Services Director, reported on the Emergency Residence Program (ERP) assisting un-sheltered people to receive 
stimulus money.  Webb stated that she will have ERP contact Jan Flora at AMOS in response to his questions from the 
5/1/20 meeting.   
CLOSED SESSION PURSUANT TO CODE OF IOWA §21.5(1)(c) – Heddens moved, Olson seconded to go into closed 
session at 1:50 p.m.  Roll call vote. (MCU) 
Murken reconvened the Board in open session at 2:10 p.m. 
PETER GILLIN’S REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL TIME (BEYOND AUGUST 2020) TO COMPLY WITH THE 
COURT ORDER TO REMOVE THE EXTRA MOBILE HOMES AT THE HICKORY GROVE MOBILE HOME 
PARK – Ethan Anderson, Story County Assistant Attorney, gave a brief history of the issue.  He recommended the 
Board deny the request.  Moved by Olson, seconded by Heddens to deny Peter Gillin’s request for an extension.  Roll 
call vote.  (MCU) 
Heddens moved, Olson seconded to adjourn at 2:14 p.m.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 




















































































































































































































