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Environmental  Health  Department 
Report  to  the Board  of  Supervisors

February 11, 2020

Margaret Jaynes, Director

Well Activity  CalendarYear 2019

•Well Pluggings – 19  ($500/well)

•Cisterns – 5  ($300/cistern)

•Well Rehabs – 3 ($1,000/well)

•Water samples – 118 (cost)

Grants to counties award:  $31,000
Remaining:   $21,000

Well permits issued:  
10 water supply
12 geothermal
1 other 
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Septics for calendar year 2019

The image part with relationship ID rId3 was not found in the file.
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Contract with DNR to inspect 
septic pumpers
INSPECTED:

• Draintech

• AAA

• Kopel

LAND APPLICATION in STORY COUNTY:

Draintech

Roto‐Rooter

Earl’s

Proposed Septic Regulations

Main changes to regulations:
•Mandatory septic tank pumping every five years for 
existing and future septic systems.

•Engineer or soils professional will be required to
conduct the site reviews and do the soils analysis, 
county will only be doing oversite.
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Status of proposed regulations:

•Stakeholder meeting in November, 2019

•Changes made to draft

•BOH voted unanimously to recommend BOS 
adopt proposed septic regulations, contingent 
on Attorney’s review

•Attorney’s office is doing final review

•Will be placed on the BOS agenda in late 
February or March for first reading

Pool –Tattoo –Tanning for 2019

Pools
 47  facilities
 15 violations
 2  closures

Tattoo 
 6  facilities
 5 violations

Tanning
 21  facilities 
 20  violations
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PROPOSED REGULATIONS ‐TANNING FACILITIES

•Iowa Department of Public Health’s regulations are still on the 
books but will not be enforced.  IDPH will still issue permits, to 
be renewed annually ($5).  Dropped contracts with counties. 

•Proposed county regulations follow the existing IDPH 
regulations very closely with two main exceptions:

• The inspection fees will be set by the BOH.

• No one under age 18 will be allowed to use a tanning device as described 
in the proposed ordinance.

https://www.ncsl.org/research/health/indoor‐tanning‐restrictions.aspx

Radon Awareness

• Kits are purchased from the 
American Lung Association for 
$8, sold at cost

• January was free kit month, 53 
kits handed out

• Best time to test is winter

• Recommend radon resistant 
housing for new construction

• Anything above 4.0 pCi/L is 
considered unsafe.
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• Open burning
• Mold in apartments (Nevada, Gilbert, Ames)
• Dumping concrete in storm drain
• No septic system
• Septic installer performance
• Chicken manure stockpiled
• Open burning of cleared trees on construction sites
• Bats in the apartment (Ames)
• Sewage backing up
• Burnt trailer never removed f
• Animal confinement runoff to creek

Complaints:

The image part with relationship ID rId3 was not found in the file.

Notices of Violations:

•27 issued in 2019

•20  failure to maintain a maintenance contract

• 1 pool violation

• 2 nuisances

• 1 well

• 3 septic installer error

The image part with relationship ID rId3 was not found in the file.
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Committee & Board Activities:

•Iowa Onsite Waste Water Association (IOWWA); Board 
member 

•Watershed Assessment Working Group
•Squaw Creek snapshot

•Sampling at Herrington Park

•Watershed working group meetings

•Ames/Prairie Rivers/Story County water monitoring workgroup

•MAPS committee

•EOC

•Conceptual Review Team

•Mission Statement Committee
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Farewell to Rewerts Well Company

Thank you Justin!

Foreign Animal Disease Preparedness
(African Swine Fever)

• Emergency Management is heading up preparedness
• Environmental Health is involvement:
 Mapping capabilities
 Knowledge of wells, locations
 Knowledge of MMPs
 Assist with identifying carcass disposal sites
 Provide assistance as needed
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LongView Pork ‐ Richland 10

CAFO baseline water quality testing
LAB

• BOD5

• Ecoli

• Ammonia

FIELD TEST KIT

• Nitrate

• Chloride

• Phosphate

• Dissolved oxygen

• pH

• Temperature

• Turbidity
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Number of Rooms 10 above; 5 below
Number of Bedrooms 4 above; 1 below

Fernald
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MISCELLANY

•Ames Golf & Country Club

•The Irons

•Iron Bridge

•Worked with Nevada Fire Department (nuisances) 

•DOT well plugging compliance

•ISU poultry facility

•Mound trouble shooting

•Hickory Grove wastewater treatment

Coming up?

•Septic regulations and transitioning new 
procedures

•Outreach for new septic maintenance
requirements

•Tanning facility passage

•Pool regulation change proposals

•Review EH’s data management

•Data Management

•Draining theCrestview lagoon

•Fernald
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Thank you!


