
STORY COUNTY CONSERVATION BOARD
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

AGENDA - February 10, 2020 - 5:30PM

Story County Conservation Center – 56461 180 th Street, Ames, Iowa

CALL TO ORDER

ROLL CALL

REVIEW AGENDA AND HANDOUTS

PUBLIC COMMENTS

STAFF REPORT

APPROVE MINUTES

Praeri Rail Trail Listening Session

PRAERI RAIL TRAIL LISTENING SESSION.PDF

January 13, 2020 Minutes

JANUARY 13, 2020 MINUTES.PDF

APPROVE CLAIMS AND RECEIPTS

Claims

CONSERVATION CLAIMS DEC 18 TO DEC 30 PAID JAN 9.PDF
CONSERVATION CLAIMS DEC 31 TO JAN14 PAID JAN 23.PDF
IRVM CLAIMS DEC 18 TO DEC 30 PAID JAN 9.PDF
IRVM CLAIMS DEC 31 TO JAN 14 PAID JAN 23.PDF

FINANCIAL REPORTS AND UPDATES

Expenses And Revenue

CONSERVATION EXPENSE UPDATE - JANUARY 2020.PDF
IRVM EXPENSE UPDATE - JANUARY 2020.PDF
REVENUE BY MONTH - JANUARY 2020.PDF

SCHEDULE OF UPCOMING EVENTS/MEETINGS

Events

SCC EVENTS FOR BOARD MEETINGS SPRING 2020.PDF

ACTION:

Action Forms
Natural Resource Specialist new hire effective 2/16/2020, Brandon Clough @20.00/hr. 

Consideration Of Contract With Conservation Corps Of Iowa For Trail Enhancement At 
McFarland Park For $3,675.00.

CCI CONTRACT - MCFARLAND PARK.PDF

Consideration Of Contract With Conservation Corps Of Iowa For Natural Resource And 
Water Quality Improvement Project At Hickory Grove Park In The Amount Of $4,900.00.

CCI CONTRACT - HICKORY GROVE PARK.PDF

Approval To Purchase Dock Mounting Systems For Hickory Grove Park From Iowa 
Prison Industries In The Amount Of $2,535 Unbudgeted

HGP DOCK MOUNTING.PDF

Consideration Of The Website Linking Policy

WEBSITE LINKING POLICY.PDF

Consideration Of First Reading Of Revisions To The Story County Conservation Rules 
And Regulations

SCC RULES REGULATIONS 2020.PDF

Consideration Of A Memorial Bench To Be Installed At McFarland Park

ABBOTT MEMORIAL.PDF

Approve Story County Conservation FY19 Annual Report

FY19 ANNUAL REPORT.PDF

Consideration Of Payment To The Army Corps Of Engineers In The Amount Of $36,000 
To Fund Completion Of The Phase 1 Cultural Study On The Lands Being Transferred To 
Story County From The Army Corps Of Engineers

USACE CULTURAL STUDY.PDF

Consideration Of Real Estate Contract - Installment With Jerald And Carol Ryerson For 
Real Property In Section 32 Of Grant Township 

RYERSON CONTRACT.PDF

Consideration Of Firewood Contract With Finco Tree/Wood Service, LLC

FINCO FIREWOOD CONTRACT.PDF

Consideration Of State Recreational Trails Grant Agreement With The Iowa Department 
Of Transportation.

IDOT SRT GRANT.PDF

Consideration Of Tedesco Environmental Learning Corridor Phase #3 Final Plans, 
Specifications And Form Of Contract And Authorization To Release Bids

HTTPS://WWW.STORYCOUNTYIOWA.GOV/DOCUMENTCENTER/VIEW/10572/TELC
-BP3-PLANS
HTTPS://WWW.STORYCOUNTYIOWA.GOV/DOCUMENTCENTER/VIEW/10573/TELC
-BP3-MANUAL

TELC PH3 PLANS SPECS FORMCONTRACT BID.PDF

UPDATES:
A. General Updates - Michael Cox, Director
B. Liaison Assignments, Committee Meetings Updates, and Announcements from the 
Board
C. Other

ADJOURNMENT

Story County strives to ensure that its programs and activities do not discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, national origin, sex, age or disability. Persons requiring assistance, auxiliary aids or 
services, or accommodation because of a disability may contact the county's ADA coordinator at 
(515)382-7204. 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

A.

Documents:

B.

Documents:

7.

A.

Documents:

8.

A.

Documents:

9.

A.

Documents:

10.

A.

B.

Documents:

C.

Documents:

D.

Documents:

E.

Documents:

F.

Documents:

G.

Documents:

H.

Documents:

I.

Documents:

J.

Documents:

K.

Documents:

L.

Documents:

M.

Documents:

11.

12.



STORY COUNTY CONSERVATION BOARD
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

AGENDA - February 10, 2020 - 5:30PM

Story County Conservation Center – 56461 180 th Street, Ames, Iowa

CALL TO ORDER

ROLL CALL

REVIEW AGENDA AND HANDOUTS

PUBLIC COMMENTS

STAFF REPORT

APPROVE MINUTES

Praeri Rail Trail Listening Session

PRAERI RAIL TRAIL LISTENING SESSION.PDF

January 13, 2020 Minutes

JANUARY 13, 2020 MINUTES.PDF

APPROVE CLAIMS AND RECEIPTS

Claims

CONSERVATION CLAIMS DEC 18 TO DEC 30 PAID JAN 9.PDF
CONSERVATION CLAIMS DEC 31 TO JAN14 PAID JAN 23.PDF
IRVM CLAIMS DEC 18 TO DEC 30 PAID JAN 9.PDF
IRVM CLAIMS DEC 31 TO JAN 14 PAID JAN 23.PDF

FINANCIAL REPORTS AND UPDATES

Expenses And Revenue

CONSERVATION EXPENSE UPDATE - JANUARY 2020.PDF
IRVM EXPENSE UPDATE - JANUARY 2020.PDF
REVENUE BY MONTH - JANUARY 2020.PDF

SCHEDULE OF UPCOMING EVENTS/MEETINGS

Events

SCC EVENTS FOR BOARD MEETINGS SPRING 2020.PDF

ACTION:

Action Forms
Natural Resource Specialist new hire effective 2/16/2020, Brandon Clough @20.00/hr. 

Consideration Of Contract With Conservation Corps Of Iowa For Trail Enhancement At 
McFarland Park For $3,675.00.

CCI CONTRACT - MCFARLAND PARK.PDF

Consideration Of Contract With Conservation Corps Of Iowa For Natural Resource And 
Water Quality Improvement Project At Hickory Grove Park In The Amount Of $4,900.00.

CCI CONTRACT - HICKORY GROVE PARK.PDF

Approval To Purchase Dock Mounting Systems For Hickory Grove Park From Iowa 
Prison Industries In The Amount Of $2,535 Unbudgeted

HGP DOCK MOUNTING.PDF

Consideration Of The Website Linking Policy

WEBSITE LINKING POLICY.PDF

Consideration Of First Reading Of Revisions To The Story County Conservation Rules 
And Regulations

SCC RULES REGULATIONS 2020.PDF

Consideration Of A Memorial Bench To Be Installed At McFarland Park

ABBOTT MEMORIAL.PDF

Approve Story County Conservation FY19 Annual Report

FY19 ANNUAL REPORT.PDF

Consideration Of Payment To The Army Corps Of Engineers In The Amount Of $36,000 
To Fund Completion Of The Phase 1 Cultural Study On The Lands Being Transferred To 
Story County From The Army Corps Of Engineers

USACE CULTURAL STUDY.PDF

Consideration Of Real Estate Contract - Installment With Jerald And Carol Ryerson For 
Real Property In Section 32 Of Grant Township 

RYERSON CONTRACT.PDF

Consideration Of Firewood Contract With Finco Tree/Wood Service, LLC

FINCO FIREWOOD CONTRACT.PDF

Consideration Of State Recreational Trails Grant Agreement With The Iowa Department 
Of Transportation.

IDOT SRT GRANT.PDF

Consideration Of Tedesco Environmental Learning Corridor Phase #3 Final Plans, 
Specifications And Form Of Contract And Authorization To Release Bids

HTTPS://WWW.STORYCOUNTYIOWA.GOV/DOCUMENTCENTER/VIEW/10572/TELC
-BP3-PLANS
HTTPS://WWW.STORYCOUNTYIOWA.GOV/DOCUMENTCENTER/VIEW/10573/TELC
-BP3-MANUAL

TELC PH3 PLANS SPECS FORMCONTRACT BID.PDF

UPDATES:
A. General Updates - Michael Cox, Director
B. Liaison Assignments, Committee Meetings Updates, and Announcements from the 
Board
C. Other

ADJOURNMENT

Story County strives to ensure that its programs and activities do not discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, national origin, sex, age or disability. Persons requiring assistance, auxiliary aids or 
services, or accommodation because of a disability may contact the county's ADA coordinator at 
(515)382-7204. 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

A.

Documents:

B.

Documents:

7.

A.

Documents:

8.

A.

Documents:

9.

A.

Documents:

10.

A.

B.

Documents:

C.

Documents:

D.

Documents:

E.

Documents:

F.

Documents:

G.

Documents:

H.

Documents:

I.

Documents:

J.

Documents:

K.

Documents:

L.

Documents:

M.

Documents:

11.

12.



STORY COUNTY CONSERVATION BOARD
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

AGENDA - February 10, 2020 - 5:30PM

Story County Conservation Center – 56461 180 th Street, Ames, Iowa

CALL TO ORDER

ROLL CALL

REVIEW AGENDA AND HANDOUTS

PUBLIC COMMENTS

STAFF REPORT

APPROVE MINUTES

Praeri Rail Trail Listening Session

PRAERI RAIL TRAIL LISTENING SESSION.PDF

January 13, 2020 Minutes

JANUARY 13, 2020 MINUTES.PDF

APPROVE CLAIMS AND RECEIPTS

Claims

CONSERVATION CLAIMS DEC 18 TO DEC 30 PAID JAN 9.PDF
CONSERVATION CLAIMS DEC 31 TO JAN14 PAID JAN 23.PDF
IRVM CLAIMS DEC 18 TO DEC 30 PAID JAN 9.PDF
IRVM CLAIMS DEC 31 TO JAN 14 PAID JAN 23.PDF

FINANCIAL REPORTS AND UPDATES

Expenses And Revenue

CONSERVATION EXPENSE UPDATE - JANUARY 2020.PDF
IRVM EXPENSE UPDATE - JANUARY 2020.PDF
REVENUE BY MONTH - JANUARY 2020.PDF

SCHEDULE OF UPCOMING EVENTS/MEETINGS

Events

SCC EVENTS FOR BOARD MEETINGS SPRING 2020.PDF

ACTION:

Action Forms
Natural Resource Specialist new hire effective 2/16/2020, Brandon Clough @20.00/hr. 

Consideration Of Contract With Conservation Corps Of Iowa For Trail Enhancement At 
McFarland Park For $3,675.00.

CCI CONTRACT - MCFARLAND PARK.PDF

Consideration Of Contract With Conservation Corps Of Iowa For Natural Resource And 
Water Quality Improvement Project At Hickory Grove Park In The Amount Of $4,900.00.

CCI CONTRACT - HICKORY GROVE PARK.PDF

Approval To Purchase Dock Mounting Systems For Hickory Grove Park From Iowa 
Prison Industries In The Amount Of $2,535 Unbudgeted

HGP DOCK MOUNTING.PDF

Consideration Of The Website Linking Policy

WEBSITE LINKING POLICY.PDF

Consideration Of First Reading Of Revisions To The Story County Conservation Rules 
And Regulations

SCC RULES REGULATIONS 2020.PDF

Consideration Of A Memorial Bench To Be Installed At McFarland Park

ABBOTT MEMORIAL.PDF

Approve Story County Conservation FY19 Annual Report

FY19 ANNUAL REPORT.PDF

Consideration Of Payment To The Army Corps Of Engineers In The Amount Of $36,000 
To Fund Completion Of The Phase 1 Cultural Study On The Lands Being Transferred To 
Story County From The Army Corps Of Engineers

USACE CULTURAL STUDY.PDF

Consideration Of Real Estate Contract - Installment With Jerald And Carol Ryerson For 
Real Property In Section 32 Of Grant Township 

RYERSON CONTRACT.PDF

Consideration Of Firewood Contract With Finco Tree/Wood Service, LLC

FINCO FIREWOOD CONTRACT.PDF

Consideration Of State Recreational Trails Grant Agreement With The Iowa Department 
Of Transportation.

IDOT SRT GRANT.PDF

Consideration Of Tedesco Environmental Learning Corridor Phase #3 Final Plans, 
Specifications And Form Of Contract And Authorization To Release Bids

HTTPS://WWW.STORYCOUNTYIOWA.GOV/DOCUMENTCENTER/VIEW/10572/TELC
-BP3-PLANS
HTTPS://WWW.STORYCOUNTYIOWA.GOV/DOCUMENTCENTER/VIEW/10573/TELC
-BP3-MANUAL

TELC PH3 PLANS SPECS FORMCONTRACT BID.PDF

UPDATES:
A. General Updates - Michael Cox, Director
B. Liaison Assignments, Committee Meetings Updates, and Announcements from the 
Board
C. Other

ADJOURNMENT

Story County strives to ensure that its programs and activities do not discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, national origin, sex, age or disability. Persons requiring assistance, auxiliary aids or 
services, or accommodation because of a disability may contact the county's ADA coordinator at 
(515)382-7204. 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

A.

Documents:

B.

Documents:

7.

A.

Documents:

8.

A.

Documents:

9.

A.

Documents:

10.

A.

B.

Documents:

C.

Documents:

D.

Documents:

E.

Documents:

F.

Documents:

G.

Documents:

H.

Documents:

I.

Documents:

J.

Documents:

K.

Documents:

L.

Documents:

M.

Documents:

11.

12.

https://www.storycountyiowa.gov/DocumentCenter/View/10572/TELC-BP3-Plans
https://www.storycountyiowa.gov/DocumentCenter/View/10573/TELC-BP3-Manual
http://www.storycountyiowa.gov/ed65ed1e-3090-4219-ba39-ab1e2bf1a274


Praeri Rail Trail Listening Session 

Story County Board of Supervisors-Story County Conservation Board 

McCallsburg American Legion 

January 14, 2020 at 6:00pm 

 

Jim Pease and Linda Murken called the meeting to order at 6:07 pm. 

 

Roll Call: 

Story County Conservation Board Members  

Present: Jim Pease, Craig Meyers, Nancy Franz 

Absent: Ted Tedesco, Christine Laumer 

Story County Board of Supervisors 

 Present: Linda Murken, Lisa Heddens, Lauris Olson 

Story County Conservation staff 

 Mike Cox, Pat Shehan, Ryan Wiemold 

Guests 

 Morgan Wright – adopt a trail volunteer 

 Jeff White – co chair Story County Trails Advisory Committee 

 Norm Tjelmeland – Zearing Volunteer Fire Department 

 Dustin Ingram – Story County Community and Economic Development Outreach 

 

Introduction of those present and their trail affiliation 

 

Purpose of this session: Gather community feedback on present and future collaborative efforts to 

improve the Praeri Rail Trail 

 

Countywide trails overview – Ryan Weimld 

 This presentation included information on Story County Conservation trail usage, trail types, trail 

development process, trail maintenance and longevity, Story County Trails Advisory Committee, details 

about major trails, economic impact of trails, trail costs, recent trail projects, and trail volunteers. 

 

Praeri Rail Trail Updates – Mike Cox 

 This presentation included information on the Story County long range plan (C2C) to pave the 

PRT trail, extend it to Story City, and provide hard surface trails between all cities in the county. The PRT 

is currently being extended safely across Hwy 65 into downtown Zearing and to the trail end destination 

of Dakins Lake Park. Community input on the PRT is being sought (including this listening session), 

limestone sections are being updated, and some improvements to the McCallsburg trail section. A rough 

cost projection to fund future PRT initiatives are over $9 million. The presentation concluded with 

critical elements needed for successful trail development and use. 

 

Praeri Rail Trail Community Feedback – facilitated by Nancy Franz 

 Reality check for partners on the trail development process and potential trail impacts 

 Define, develop, and promote destinations, amenities, and town identity 

 Plan for family trail use 



 Conduct asset mapping of trail cities (spaces, buildings, etc.) 

 Highlight the “prairie” aspect of the trail 

 Determine and promote trail “connections” 

 Develop trailheads, maps, signage, parking, food, gas, and restrooms 

 Improve “rideability” and “walkability” of grass sections of the trail 

 Keep on top of trail maintenance (i.e. mowing and brushing) 

 Become familiar with PRT community demographics and infrastructure 

 Reveal the less tangible aspects of trail development and success 

 Use SCC PRT Powerpoint slides in economic and community development conversations 

 Look seriously at a Roland to Story City connector trail 

 

What next steps are most important for us to work on together and why? – facilitated by Nancy Franz 

 Use SCC trail talking points/Powerpoint slides with economic and community development groups 

and across Story County departments 

 Conduct asset mapping in each trail community and then determine trail development synergies 

 Analyze trail community assets (spaces, destinations, amenities, etc.) 

 Identify and use community-based trail champions 

 Prioritize practical next steps for trail development 

 “Meet on” (keep trail momentum going) 

 

Immediate next steps 

 Listening session proceedings shared with key partners 

o SCC- Trail Advisory Committee, Trailgate Party 

o SC Board of Supervisors- trail city elected officials, economic development groups, across 

county departments 

 Trail city elected officials- respond to the proceedings 

 

Meeting adjourned 7:30 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Story County Conservation Board 

January 13, 2020 

Story County Administration Building, Nevada, Iowa 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER:  5:30 PM 

 

2. ROLL CALL 

 BOARD MEMBERS   STAFF   GUESTS 

 Craig Meyers - present   Mike Cox   Mike Meetz 

 Christine Laumer – absent  Marianne Harrelson   

 Nancy Franz – present   Joe Kooiker    

 Ted Tedesco – present    Tyler Kelley     

 Jim Pease – present        

 Linda Murken – absent 

 

3. ADMINISTER OATH OF OFFICE TO NEW BOARD MEMBERS 

 Meyers administered the Oath of Office to Nancy Franz, who will serve through 2024. 

 

4. REVIEW OF AGENDA AND HANDOUTS 

 

5. PUBLIC COMMENTS-  
Mike Meetz thanked the board members for serving on the conservation board.   

 

6. ELECT 2020 OFFICERS 

MOTION by Tedesco, SECOND by Franz, nominating Pease as Chair.  MOTION by 

Tedesco, SECOND by Franz, that nominations close with a unanimous ballot cast for Pease.  

MCU. 

 

Meyers turned the gavel over to Pease, who chaired the remainder of the meeting. 

   

MOTION by Franz, SECOND by Tedesco, nominating Laumer as Vice-Chair.  MOTION by 

Tedesco, SECOND by Franz, that nominations close with a unanimous ballot cast for 

Laumer.  MCU. 

 

MOTION by Meyers, SECOND by Tedesco, nominating Franz as Secretary.  MOTION by 

Tedesco, SECOND by Meyers, that nominations close with a unanimous ballot cast for 

Franz.  MCU. 

 

7. STAFF REPORT – Moved to after Action Items. 

 

8. APPROVAL OF MINUTES   

DECEMBER 9, 2019. MOTION by Franz, SECOND by Meyers.  MCU. 

 

9. APPROVAL OF CLAIMS AND RECEIPTS  

 MOTION by Franz, SECOND by Meyers.  MCU.  

 

 

 

 



10. FINANCIAL REPORTS AND UPDATES 

Pease questioned the budget item for the IRVM shop addition that we are going to approve 

later in Action Items.  Harrelson clarified that the budget dollars were moved to the insurance 

claim and county wide budget during the FY20 budget worksession.   

 

11. CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS/MEETINGS 

Pease mentioned that we had great attendance for the OWLS meeting held on January 7th 

and reminded everyone about the Common Ground Recording Sessions.  Franz commented 

that April is the 50th anniversary of Earth Day and we are not doing anything.  She would like 

to encourage our staff to do some “pop-up” things for Earth Day.  Pease reminded the board 

that the Praeri Rail Trail meeting is tomorrow night.  The Trails Advisory Committee is 

scheduled for January 30th.   

 

12. ACTION ITEMS: 

 

A. Consideration of Sprayer System Purchase.  MOTION by Meyers, SECOND by Tedesco.  

Pease stated that we did not receive the grant for the GPS system and the cost for the 

sprayer system was higher than the original budgeted amount.  Cox indicated that we will 

probably have some other areas that will not be fully expensed or we can ask for a budget 

amendment later in FY20 for the additional costs.  Pease asked Kooiker to give an 

explanation about the sprayer nozzle he chose as part of the purchase.  MCU. 

 

B. Consideration of Grant of Limited Easement with Iowa Regional Utilities Association. 

MOTION by Tedesco, SECOND by Franz.  Franz questioned if the easement conveyed 

temporary or permanent easements.  Cox state that this agreement conveys both.  MCU   

 

C. Placement of Memorial Pergola for Roger Spaete at Hickory Grove Park.  MOTION by 

Franz, SECOND by Meyers.  MCU. 

 

D. Consideration of IRVM Shop Addition.  MOTION by Tedesco, SECOND by Meyer.  

Harrelson indicated that there was money budgeted in FY20 for the shop addition but the 

County Auditor moved the funds into an insurance account and will be paid out of that 

account. It was mentioned that the electrical work is not included in this quote and a 

separate contract will be issued at a later date.  MCU. 

7.  STAFF REPORT – move from above - Joe Kooiker, Vegetation Management Biologist and 

Tyler Kelley, Vegetation Management Specialist updated the board on IVRM operations the 

past year.  Kooiker provided information on how they are going to track their work orders in 

the future since they have a tablet to record their data electronically.  They are using the same 

work order system that secondary roads is using and the data is being tracked county wide.  

He gave statistics on planting, erosion control, seed harvesting and noxious weed/brush 

control.   

 Kelley reported on drainage district work.  They have been able to cut brush back almost 

every day since December 11th.  He will be burning the brush from the past couple years in 

the next couple months and will do some additional cleanup.  We have had several 

discussions with the Board of Supervisors regarding contact spray programs for the drainage 

ditches.  He is working to get rough estimates to contract spray each individual drainage 

ditch.  We are hoping to be able to consider contract spraying prior to the April levy 



deadline.  Kelley has a list of the property owners he will contact regarding the “No Spray” 

program to inform them about the program.  Kelley indicated that he is on the Story County 

Safety Committee and they are working on “Job Safety Analysis” for all county operations.   

Tyler Kelley was elected to be a delegate at the REAP Congress.  At the Congress held on 

January 4th, they voted to keep the formula for REAP, to keep the REAP asking amount a 

minimum of $20 million, and to support the Iowa Natural Resource and Outdoor Trust Fund.   

13. UPDATES: 

A. General Updates:  Director Cox indicated the FY21 budget worksession is scheduled for 

this Wednesday, January 15th at 9:00AM.  Pease, Tedesco and Franz are planning to attend.  

Pease asked if there were any changes that the board needs to be aware of.  Cox updated the 

board on the Dakins cabin and the Hickory Grove Park sewer projects.  The U.S. Army 

Corps of Engineers determined that there are more cultural findings than anticipated and they 

need more funding to finish the cultural work.  Our agreement with them states that we are 

committed to paying the additional money.  Cox reviewed the agenda for the Praeri Rail Trail 

listening session scheduled for tomorrow night with the Board of Supervisors.  He and board 

members discussed their roles and responsibilities for the meeting.  

B. Liaison Assignments, Committee Meetings Updates, and Announcements from the Board:  

Tedesco visited Whiterock Conservancy and indicated that they have a good brochure with all 

of their amenities and costs.  Franz was impressed with the way that the Hannum’s Mill 

meeting was done and she continues to work with our partners on the 2020 conference.  

Meyers is planning on attending the council meeting in Colo and he attended a meeting with 

the Outdoor Alliance and asked them to contribute to the 2020 conference.  Pease mentioned 

that he presented at the OWLS meeting and at the Ames Public Library.   

     C. Other – none. 

14. ADJOURNMENT 

MOTION by Franz, SECOND by Meyers, to adjourn. MCU.  The meeting was adjourned at 

7:12 PM. 

 

 ____________________________ ______________________________ 

 Recording Secretary Story County Conservation Board 



Date -  1/08/20       Story County - Accounting Program - AA31121
Time -  8:42:25        Disbursement Register by Department Page -    1

Disbursement Date 01/09/2020

Claim # Vendor# Payee Name Invoice# Description Fund Funct Obj Dpt Prj Sub Line Amount

Department  22 Conservation Board

   4526 V     129 Alliant Energy Sccb 11/15-12/16 uti 01000   06999   430  22       324.19
Disbursement#  178358 Total         324.19

   4528 V    7342 Ames Tribune     179411 Sccb notice 01000   06999   260  22        83.28
Disbursement#  178362 Total          83.28

   4530 V    5274 Blue Tarp Financial     178249 Sccb power washer gu 01000   06999   215  22        78.47
Disbursement#  178370 Total          78.47

   4531 V     900 Brekke's Town & Country Store      47937 Sccb straw/HGP beach 01000   06999   440  22        23.85
Disbursement#  178375 Total          23.85

   4645 V    1681 Copyworks    A106028 SCCB copies 01000   06999   223  22        94.50
Disbursement#  178384 Total          94.50

   4534 V    2018 Draintech     109800 Sccb clean out/river 01000   06999   441  22       118.75
Disbursement#  178391 Total         118.75

   4535 V    2145 Electronic Engineering   80042153 Sccb tower srv 1/1-1 01000   06999   414  22        74.00
Disbursement#  178393 Total          74.00

   4536 E    3227 Marianne S Harrelson Sccb reimb. exp 12/1 01000   06999   260  22        45.00
Disbursement#  178404 Total          45.00

   4537 V    3134 Houston Engineering Inc.      46315 Sccb prof srv thru 1 01000   06999   471  22     12370.09
Disbursement#  178410 Total      12,370.09

   4538 E    1894 Heather L Hucka Sccb reimb exp/camp 01000   06999   223  22        42.57
Disbursement#  178412 Total          42.57

   4540 V    3198 IACCBE     101093 Sccb reg 2020 winter 01000   06999   422  22       805.00
Disbursement#  178413 Total         805.00

   4542 V    3344 Iowa Dept of Natural Resources        #11 Sccb HGLR proj. 11/1 01000   10220   624  22    153202.42
Disbursement#  178416 Total     153,202.42

   4541 V    1363 Iowa Regional Utilities Assoc. Sccb water/Nov/Dec. 01000   06999   430  22       280.07
Disbursement#  178421 Total         280.07

   4647 V    3496 Iowa State University SCCB consulting/TELC 01000   06999   471  22      5000.00
Disbursement#  178422 Total       5,000.00

   4648 V    3505 ISU Treasurer's Office     000001 SCCB water quality a 01000   06999   471  22      7098.36
Disbursement#  178424 Total       7,098.36

   4539 V    2282 John Deere Financial 1111257987 Sccb parts/tolls/uni 01000   06999   215  22       184.64
   4539 V    2282 John Deere Financial 1111257987 Sccb parts/tolls/uni 01000   06999   250  22       157.97
   4539 V    2282 John Deere Financial 1111257987 Sccb parts/tolls/uni 01000   06999   294  22       420.33



Date -  1/08/20       Story County - Accounting Program - AA31121
Time -  8:42:25        Disbursement Register by Department Page -    2

Disbursement Date 01/09/2020

Claim # Vendor# Payee Name Invoice# Description Fund Funct Obj Dpt Prj Sub Line Amount

Disbursement#  178426 Total         762.94

   4543 V    6277 Lo-Mar Farms, Inc. Sccb locate damaged 01000   06999   440  22       250.00
Disbursement#  178432 Total         250.00

   4621 V    4237 Lowes Companies Inc. 8001172695 Sccb batteries/drywa 01000   06999   241  22        52.62
Disbursement#  178435 Total          52.62

   4649 V    4743 Menards   33560252 SCCB shop supplies 01000   06999   215  22        35.68
   4649 V    4743 Menards   33560252 SCCB health/safety s 01000   06999   308  22        24.97
   4649 V    4743 Menards   33560252 SCCB repair/maint 01000   06999   441  22       238.73

Disbursement#  178444 Total         299.38

   4544 V    4797 Midland Power Cooperative Sccb Util. McFP 11/1 01000   06999   430  22       803.40
Disbursement#  178448 Total         803.40

   4651 V    6720 Snyder & Associates   03840118 SCCB HOINT phase 1 t 01000   10220   627  22      2557.00
   4651 V    6720 Snyder & Associates    0985011 SCCB HOINT phase 2 t 01000   10220   627  22     18119.02

Disbursement#  178474 Total      20,676.02

   4548 V    6794 Staples Credit Plan 7820376316 Sccb calendars 01000   06999   260  22       173.58
Disbursement#  178475 Total         173.58

   4550 V    6340 Van Wall Equipment     140931 Sccb parts/safety 01000   06999   250  22       546.72
   4550 V    6340 Van Wall Equipment     140931 Sccb parts/safety 01000   06999   308  22        50.80

Disbursement#  178491 Total         597.52

   4594 V      77 Verizon Wireless 9844733710 Sccb civil/new sim/x 01000   06999   414  22       160.04
Disbursement#  178492 Total         160.04

   4551 E    3033 Elizabeth L Waage Sccb reimb exp 12/17 01000   06999   223  22        17.45
   4552 E    3033 Elizabeth L Waage Sccb reimb FLOAT V e 01000   06999   223  22       683.64
   4652 E    3033 Elizabeth L Waage SCCB reimb exp 01000   06999   223  22        41.44

Disbursement#  178496 Total         742.53

   4553 V    7633 Wal Mart Community/SYNCB 2000314368 Sccb supplies 01000   06999   223  22        23.98
Disbursement#  178497 Total          23.98

Department  22 Total     204,182.56
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Disbursement Date 01/23/2020
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Department  22 Conservation Board

   4731 V     549 A & M Services Inc Sccb laundry service 01000   06999   232  22       206.01
Disbursement#  178506 Total         206.01

   4812 V     129 Alliant Energy Sccb util. rivrsde 1 01000   06999   430  22       106.63
Disbursement#  178509 Total         106.63

   4813 V     339 Ames Municipal Utilities Sccb util riverside1 01000   06999   430  22       458.66
Disbursement#  178511 Total         458.66

   4884 V    8063 Aureon  789006335 Sccb January charges 01000   06999   414  22       636.83
Disbursement#  178519 Total         636.83

   4732 V    3970 Border States Industries Inc.     213540 Sccb wire/supplies 01000   06999   241  22       189.60
Disbursement#  178524 Total         189.60

   4733 V    1210 Capital Sanitary Supply    0821885 Sccb Custodial suppl 01000   06999   232  22        46.07
Disbursement#  178527 Total          46.07

   4735 V    6534 Central Iowa Broadband  488000151 Sccb January chrgs 01000   06999   414  22      1024.44
Disbursement#  178530 Total       1,024.44

   4814 V    7474 Century Link 5152326989 Sccb phn/lng dist. 1 01000   06999   414  22       156.08
Disbursement#  178533 Total         156.08

   4816 V    1580 Colo Telephone Co. Sccb Jan/phone HGP 01000   06999   414  22        75.60
Disbursement#  178537 Total          75.60

   4817 V    6851 Nancy Franz Sccb reimb. mlg. 6/2 01000   06999   126  22        74.00
Disbursement#  178551 Total          74.00

   4818 V    3055 Hokel Machine Supply     STOBOA Sccb coupler/flr jac 01000   06999   250  22        84.84
   4818 V    3055 Hokel Machine Supply     STOBOA Sccb coupler/flr jac 01000   06999   215  22         4.59

Disbursement#  178567 Total          89.43

   4872 V    3331 Iowa Weed Commissioners Assoc. Sccb 3/11-3/13 regis 01000   06999   422  22       280.00
Disbursement#  178581 Total         280.00

   4819 V    2912 Key Cooperative      14454 Sccb Dec fuel 01000   06999   250  22      1831.95
Disbursement#  178594 Total       1,831.95

   4751 V    3791 Kinzler Construction Services    CS00541 Sccb ceiling tile 01000   06999   241  22       401.28
Disbursement#  178596 Total         401.28

   4820 V    4237 Lowes Companies Inc. 00114288 8 Sccb roller/dishwash 01000   06999   441  22       322.97
Disbursement#  178600 Total         322.97

   4839 V    8100 Marco   26245691 Sccb usage 11/25-12/ 01000   06999   444  22       375.42
Disbursement#  178603 Total         375.42



Date -  1/22/20       Story County - Accounting Program - AA31121
Time -  7:41:00        Disbursement Register by Department Page -    2

Disbursement Date 01/23/2020

Claim # Vendor# Payee Name Invoice# Description Fund Funct Obj Dpt Prj Sub Line Amount

   4821 V    4743 Menards   33560252 Sccb sup. 01000   06999   215  22        37.28
   4821 V    4743 Menards   33560252 Sccb sup. 01000   06999   223  22         4.90
   4821 V    4743 Menards   33560252 Sccb sup. 01000   06999   440  22       205.11
   4821 V    4743 Menards   33560252 Sccb sup. 01000   06999   441  22        80.51

Disbursement#  178613 Total         327.80

   4756 V    6892 Moody Electric, Inc.      70130 Sccb electrical work 01000   06999   241  22      3881.77
Disbursement#  178621 Total       3,881.77

   4822 V     193 MyCountyParks.com       1038 Sccb 1/19-12/19 reg 01000   06999   223  22       468.00
Disbursement#  178622 Total         468.00

   4823 V    5175 Nevada Hardware Inc      19760 Sccb thermostat/bulb 01000   06999   441  22        11.69
Disbursement#  178624 Total          11.69

   4762 V    5474 Orkin Sccb pest control 01000   06999   232  22        73.71
Disbursement#  178631 Total          73.71

   4824 E    2873 Erica L Place Sccb reimb. deposit/ 01000   06999   383  22       440.00
Disbursement#  178636 Total         440.00

   4825 V    5173 Portable Pro, Inc.      51159 Sccb restroom rent/D 01000   06999   441  22       220.00
Disbursement#  178640 Total         220.00

   4826 V    5960 R.J. Thomas Mfg. Co. Inc.     217706 Sccb plaque/Shall 73000   06999   223  22  21       208.00
Disbursement#  178646 Total         208.00

   4864 V    6562 Sherwin-Williams      59305 Sccb paint 01000   06999   241  22       235.35
Disbursement#  178662 Total         235.35

   4828 V    6904 State Bank & Trust Sccb token fee Nov-D 01000   06999   260  22        29.00
Disbursement#  178671 Total          29.00

   4829 V    7330 Terracon Consultants, Inc.    TD08435 Sccb annual rprt/DL 01000   06999   471  22      3500.00
Disbursement#  178685 Total       3,500.00

   4895 V    6367 VISA       2888 Sccb recreatopm 01000   06999   223  22       186.15
Disbursement#  178702 Total         186.15

   4830 V    7687 Waste Management of Ames Sccb Dec. garbage se 01000   06999   441  22      2115.45
Disbursement#  178704 Total       2,115.45

   4831 V   72118 City of Zearing     128700 Sccb water 11/17-12/ 01000   06999   430  22        59.76
Disbursement#  178712 Total          59.76

Department  22 Total      18,031.65
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   4646 V    3414 Ecolab Pest Elim. Div    8231543 IRVM pest control-se 11000   06010   610  24        82.62
Disbursement#  178392 Total          82.62

   4541 V    1363 Iowa Regional Utilities Assoc. Irvm water/Nov/Dec. 11000   06010   430  24       172.72
Disbursement#  178421 Total         172.72

   4591 V     179 SYNCB/Amazon 81021544 8 Irvm supplies 11000   06010   308  24        39.95
Disbursement#  178484 Total          39.95

   4550 V    6340 Van Wall Equipment     140931 Irvm parts/safety 11000   06010   250  24       224.51
   4550 V    6340 Van Wall Equipment     140931 Irvm parts/safety 11000   06010   215  24        29.90
   4550 V    6340 Van Wall Equipment     140931 Irvm parts/safety 11000   06010   308  24        27.90

Disbursement#  178491 Total         282.31

Department  24 Total         577.60
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   4861 V     129 Alliant Energy 7287711000 Irvm Util. range 12/ 11000   06010   430  24        91.32
Disbursement#  178509 Total          91.32

   4884 V    8063 Aureon  789006335 Irvm January charges 11000   06010   414  24        42.57
Disbursement#  178519 Total          42.57

   4815 V    3570 Chitty Garbage Service Inc.    2772189 Irvm bin rent/Dec 20 11000   06010   610  24        11.00
Disbursement#  178536 Total          11.00

   4872 V    3331 Iowa Weed Commissioners Assoc. Irvm 3/11-3/13 regis 11000   06010   422  24       280.00
Disbursement#  178581 Total         280.00

   4819 V    2912 Key Cooperative      12587 Irvm Dec fuel 11000   06010   250  24       399.99
Disbursement#  178594 Total         399.99

   4820 V    4237 Lowes Companies Inc. 00114288 8 Irvm thermostat 11000   06010   610  24        24.21
Disbursement#  178600 Total          24.21

   4823 V    5175 Nevada Hardware Inc      19760 Irvm thermostat/bulb 11000   06010   610  24        20.69
Disbursement#  178624 Total          20.69

   4894 V    2688 Windstream Communications   91124979 Irvm 12/7-1/6/20 pho 11000   06010   414  24        14.26
Disbursement#  178710 Total          14.26

Department  24 Total         884.04



FY20 CONSERVATION BUDGET UPDATE - AS OF 1/31/20 --claims paid through 1/23/20; payroll paid through 1/24/20

AMOUNT % SUB-TOTALS TOTAL AMOUNT TARGETED DATE
ACC'T NO. ACCOUNT DESCRIPTION BUDGETED USED REMAINING REMAINING COMPL. BY/DATE

(01000-06999):
100-22-52 Salaries - Bargaining Unit Staff ($610,145 x 95% = $580,000) ------------------------------------------------------------- $246,145.93

Administration $34,020.83 60% $13,482.14
Environmental Education $213,304.64 61% $84,239.84
Rangers $50,961.04 61% $20,013.04
Field Staff $281,351.24 54% $128,048.66
Extra/salary adjustments $362.25 0% $362.25

100-22-52 Salaries-Non-Bargaining Unit ($383,665 x 95% = $364,500) ------------------------------------------------------------- $143,180.10
Administration $137,232.14 61% $53,918.09

 Environmental Education $61,509.65 61% $24,155.60
Rangers $99,629.92 61% $39,125.92
Parks Superintendent $66,110.04 61% $25,962.24
Extra/salary adjustments $18.25 0% $18.25

100-22-53 Salaries - Extra Help ($99,200) ------------------------------------------------------------- $58,565.82
Summer Naturalists $15,352.00 40% $9,282.62
Conservation Aides/ICU $27,576.00 39% $16,713.87
Conservation Aides/SRU $25,134.00 55% $11,421.41
Conservation Aides/Natural Resource $12,910.00 48% $6,773.05
Outreach Intern $4,488.00 2% $4,406.44
Park Ranger Aides $6,600.00 57% $2,828.43
Waterfront Aides $0.00 0% $0.00
Work Study Students $7,140.00 0% $7,140.00

104-22 Overtime Pay $6,800.00 40% $4,053.82 $4,053.82

106-22 Taxable Fringe Benefits  $4,360.00 53% $2,051.98 $2,051.98

2000-110-22 FICA  $87,200.00 52% $41,817.96 $41,817.96

2000-111-22 IPERS  $100,600.00 55% $45,617.01 $45,617.01

2000-113-22 Employer's Flex Benefits $34,944.00 55% $15,764.40 $15,764.40

2000-114-22 Employee's Insurance $256,572.00 49% $129,797.90 $129,797.90

********** Sub-total Salaries & Benefits $1,534,176.00 55% $686,994.92 $686,994.92



FY20 CONSERVATION BUDGET UPDATE - AS OF 1/31/20 --claims paid through 1/23/20; payroll paid through 1/24/20

AMOUNT % SUB-TOTALS TOTAL AMOUNT TARGETED DATE
ACC'T NO. ACCOUNT DESCRIPTION BUDGETED USED REMAINING REMAINING COMPL. BY/DATE

126-22 Conservation Board Expenses ($1,500) $1,500.00 116% -$242.60 -$242.60

215-22 Shop Supplies ($9,500) ------------------------------------------------------------- $1,191.85
Misc. Shop Supplies $6,500.00 113% -$817.42
Stihl FS360 brush saw x 2 $2,000.00 0% $2,000.00
Stihl 441 36" bar $1,000.00 99% $9.27

223-22 Environmental Education ($54,980) ------------------------------------------------------------- $34,895.95
Public Programming $19,000.00 60% $7,674.81
Supplies, Subscriptions $9,050.00 22% $7,051.34
On-cell fees $2,400.00 59% $975.00
Media - Prairie Horizons, flyers, ads $11,500.00 46% $6,164.80
Photo contest expenses/prizes $680.00 0% $680.00
3 Person backpacking tents (2) $900.00 0% $900.00
Composter for Conservation Center $850.00 0% $850.00
Oriental bittersweet workshop $600.00 0% $600.00
Watershed Assesment Impl $10,000.00 0% $10,000.00

232-22 Custodial Supplies ($6,000) ------------------------------------------------------------- $3,363.62
Cleaning supplies for conservation center $2,000.00 51% $981.05
New equipment/repair $1,000.00 0% $1,000.00
Laundry services $2,000.00 55% $898.54
Pest Control $1,000.00 52% $484.03

241-22 Equipment Parts and Supplies ($56,000) ------------------------------------------------------------- $27,507.31
General repairs - conservation center $10,000.00 34% $6,605.55
Inspections/fire & security alarm testing, repairs $750.00 182% -$616.32
Keyless entry & video monitoring $1,250.00 100% -$2.68
Multipurpose Room Ceiling & Lights $10,000.00 110% -$970.24
Multipurpose Room Flooring $21,000.00 0% $21,000.00
Multipurpose Room South Windows $13,000.00 89% $1,491.00

250-22 Vehicle Fuels & Maintenance ($87,300) ------------------------------------------------------------- $44,826.59
General Maintenance/repairs $38,000.00 38% $23,601.50
Fuel $43,500.00 55% $19,468.69
UTV fire slip-in for ICU $3,750.00 94% $214.89
Landscape rake attachment - King Cutter 72" $550.00 92% $41.51
Tires for Special Projects Ranger patrol truck #33 $1,500.00 0% $1,500.00
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AMOUNT % SUB-TOTALS TOTAL AMOUNT TARGETED DATE
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260-22 Office/Administration ($17,200) ------------------------------------------------------------- $7,427.95
Office supplies $6,000.00 47% $3,205.57
Stationery supplies (Partners) $500.00 0% $500.00
Dues/memberships/subscriptions/notices $4,500.00 15% $3,822.38
ArcView license/maintenance fees $900.00 0% $900.00
Transaction fees for on-line registrations $2,000.00 150% -$1,000.00

292-22 Recreational Supplies  ($900) ------------------------------------------------------------- $900.00
Supplies $900.00 0% $900.00
Food and provisions $0.00 --- $0.00

294-22 Uniforms & Equipment ($6,000+$10,300) ------------------------------------------------------------- $971.31 Aug 2019 Amend
Permanent staff $2,000.00 133% -$659.33
Summer staff t-shirts & hats $1,000.00 12% $883.60
Safety-toed shoes $2,000.00 36% $1,274.27
Law Enforcement Equipment $11,300.00 105% -$527.23

308-22 Health & Safety  ($6,900) ------------------------------------------------------------- $4,668.92
Supplies, Hep B shots, drug tests, hearing tests $3,500.00 64% $1,268.92
Equipment; CPR & safety training $1,500.00 0% $1,500.00
Chaps & helmets $700.00 0% $700.00
Triage kits for rangers $1,200.00 0% $1,200.00

383-22 Volunteer Management ($7,000) ------------------------------------------------------------- $4,643.01
Supplies for recruitment, training, and recognition $4,500.00 12% $3,943.01
Master volunteer training & supplies $700.00 0% $700.00
Cervis annual fee - @ $150/month $1,800.00 100% $0.00

411-22 Marketing ($10,040) ------------------------------------------------------------- $7,875.22
Brochures, advertising, Partners magnets, job fair $9,000.00 17% $7,435.21
Iphone, microphone, & Gimbal for live streaming $1,040.00 58% $440.01

412-22 Postage & Mailing ($4,000) $3,000.00 20% $2,400.68 $2,400.68

414-22 Communication Services ($29,300) ------------------------------------------------------------- $14,419.32
Phone service at McFarland Park $9,840.00 56% $4,301.72
Phone service at Hickory Grove Park $850.00 63% $316.96
Broadband service at McFarland & Hickory $12,300.00 58% $5,128.92
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Unlimited Data for live streaming $960.00 0% $960.00
Two-way radio service $900.00 58% $382.00
Internet service for Toughbooks $2,100.00 53% $979.72
Iowa Systems billing - electronic citations $1,200.00 0% $1,200.00
MCT license fee $900.00 0% $900.00
Body-worn camera license fees $250.00 0% $250.00

422-22 Education & Training ($10,610) ------------------------------------------------------------- $3,084.50
Permanent staff $9,500.00 73% $2,561.50
General all-staff training $1,000.00 0% $1,000.00
CDL & pesticide applicator training/testing fees $110.00 534% -$477.00

430-22 Utilities ($68,720) ------------------------------------------------------------- $39,763.07
Water - McFarland & Dakins primitive $2,500.00 43% $1,428.41
Water & Sewer - Hickory Grove $3,000.00 48% $1,565.22
Water & Sewer - Dakins Lake $3,000.00 33% $2,014.26
Water, sewer, electricity, natural gas - TELC houses $6,600.00 52% $3,174.50
LP - CC, ranger residences, shops $8,120.00 1% $8,048.00
Electricity - McFarland Park $10,000.00 38% $6,163.77
Electricity - Indian Creek Unit $25,000.00 35% $16,128.38
Electricity - Dakins Lake $10,500.00 88% $1,240.53

440-22 Grounds Maintenance ($133,950+$14,400) ------------------------------------------------------------- $93,232.16 Aug 2019 Amend
General maintenance $8,000.00 59% $3,277.90
TELC - signs, chemicals, trees, cons. practices $1,500.00 3% $1,451.90
Gravel  $12,000.00 19% $9,700.59
Calcium chloride - PP, HG, Dakins $6,000.00 29% $4,269.84
Picnic table repairs, grills $1,200.00 27% $877.00
Signs & posts $4,500.00 115% -$690.73
Machinery/Equip. Rental $750.00 134% -$255.04
Soil Cons./Tile/Watershed $4,200.00 34% $2,792.25
Chemicals  $5,500.00 31% $3,802.22
Farm Operations (seed, shrubs, trees) $1,000.00 54% $458.93
Wildlife nesting structures $500.00 41% $294.89
Fencing, maintenance, & repairs $2,000.00 15% $1,708.90
Water testing kits x 20 $6,000.00 0% $6,000.00
Tree replacement at Hickory Grove $2,500.00 0% $2,500.00
Dakins Lake - freezeless hydrants x 12 $2,000.00 0% $2,000.00
McFarland shop - shop\repairs\updates $12,000.00 42% $6,951.15
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Jennett Heritage Area - install parking lot off S14 $3,500.00 72% $974.45
McFarland Park - connect-a-dock $16,500.00 101% -$178.18
McFarland Park - Trails & wayfinding signs $3,400.00 0% $3,400.00
W Peterson Park - parking lot reduction $10,000.00 0% $10,000.00
W Peterson Park - connect-a-dock $11,000.00 0% $11,000.00
W Peterson Park - speed bumps $7,000.00 0% $7,000.00
Dakins Lake - ADA ramp @ shelter $2,000.00 146% -$921.11
PRT - seed McCallsburg prairie w/diverse natives $2,000.00 0% $2,000.00
Outer Parks - replace wooden entrance signs x 5 $4,500.00 13% $3,908.84
Hickory Grove - mulch for playgrounds x 2 $4,200.00 102% -$103.50
Hickory Grove - rock for beach parking lot $3,700.00 97% $111.86
Hickory Grove - injections for trees effected by bur oak blight $900.00 0% $900.00
HOINT & PRT - trail resurfacing trouble spots $10,000.00 0% $10,000.00

441-22 Building Maintenance ($59,090) ------------------------------------------------------------- $25,663.48
Cleaning and paper supplies $4,000.00 7% $3,710.59
Garbage service $23,000.00 81% $4,352.68
Portable toilet $11,000.00 42% $6,385.00
Alarm system monitoring $1,240.00 100% $5.80
Building repairs/maintenance $13,000.00 42% $7,599.41
TELC Residence - 2809 S Riverside gutters $750.00 0% $750.00
TELC Residence - 2809 S Riverside soffit\facia $1,500.00 0% $1,500.00
TELC Residence - 2919 S Riverside alarm system $1,000.00 0% $1,000.00
Hickory Grove Residence - painting exterior $3,600.00 90% $360.00

444-22 Equipment Rent/Maintenance (Marco copier) ($3,780) $3,780.00 78% $816.76 $816.76

471-22 Contractual Labor ($182,700+$44,877) ------------------------------------------------------------- $135,127.76 Aug 2019 Amend
Hickory campground attendant $7,200.00 34% $4,731.42
Dakins Lake campground attendant $7,200.00 60% $2,880.00
Wetland mitigation monitoring - Dakins $3,500.00 100% $0.00
CCI Contract  - replace trail steps at McFP $4,700.00 0% $4,700.00
CCI Crew - remove invasives at HGP $4,700.00 0% $4,700.00
CCI Crew - NR work at HGP & Robison Acres $9,400.00 0% $9,400.00
Emerald ash borer treatment @ HGP $4,000.00 0% $4,000.00
Repairs to Gladys Leui Preserve fence $5,000.00 0% $5,000.00
Repairs to Longnecker fence $20,000.00 0% $20,000.00
Culvert extnsn\rock armoring @ outlets HGP $10,000.00 0% $10,000.00
Armor slopes, install check dams-stblztn HOINT & 630th St $24,000.00 0% $24,000.00
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Hannums Mill Dam mitigation $53,000.00 92% $4,163.70
ICCS 2020 Conference Planning $7,000.00 0% $7,000.00
Sensitive Areas Inventory Update $54,877.00 39% $33,651.00
McFarland Watershed Assessment $13,000.00 55% $5,901.64
CyBiz Lab - TELC economic inpact analysis $0.00 #DIV/0! -$5,000.00

623-22 Taxes, Leases, Easements ($480) $480.00 191% -$435.38 -$435.38

********** Sub-Total Operating Expenses $821,227.00 45% $452,101.48 $452,101.48

CAPITAL ACCOUNTS 

10210… CONSERVATION LAND ACQUISITION ($10,000 + $428,164 + $71,000) -$1.00
601-22 Land Acquisition (Osheim) $0.00 #DIV/0! -$1.00

10220… OTHER CAPITAL PROJECTS
610-22 Buildings & Equipment ($53,600+$654,223) ------------------------------------------------------------- $379,419.98 Aug 2019 Amend

TELC Rsdnc - 2809 S Riverside - Replace windows $7,200.00 0% $7,200.00
Generators, elec., trnsfr switch, elec pump for fuel $17,400.00 0% $17,400.00
Praeri Rail Trail - finish resurfacing in McCallsburg $10,000.00 0% $10,000.00
Praeri Rail Trail $189,986.00 16% $159,165.18
HGP - concrete n. boat ramp to island bridge $19,000.00 0% $19,000.00
HGP - new beachhouse $223,667.00 123% -$51,129.12
Dakins Lake Cabin $240,570.00 9% $217,938.92
McFarland Park - new entrance sign $0.00 #DIV/0! -$155.00

624-22 Watershed Improvement at HG ($0+$391,338) $391,338.00 185% -$332,928.88 -$332,928.88 Aug 2019 Amend

625-22 Wildlife Habitat Grants  ($400) ------------------------------------------------------------- $30.00
Breeding Bird survey @ Jennett $400.00 93% $30.00

627-22 Heart of Iowa Trail ($390,000+$554,941) $944,941.00 71% $272,542.34 $272,542.34 Aug 2019 Amend

629-22 Fish Habitat Grants ($101,000) ------------------------------------------------------------- -$431.65
Hickory Grove Lake Restoration Project Phase 3 $54,800.00 100% $53.28
HG Lake - rock & hauling - fish structure $46,200.00 101% -$484.93

********** Sub-Total Capital Accounts $2,145,502.00 85% $318,630.79 $318,630.79
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(23000) REAP $0.00
23000-10220-640-22 REAP Development Grant - TELC, Phase 2 $421,724.00 --- $0.00

********** Sub-Total REAP $421,724.00 0% $0.00 $0.00

(68000) CONSERVATION ACQ. & CAPITAL PROJECTS ------------------------------------------------------------- $450,000.00
10210-610-22 Buildings & Equipment ($450,000) $450,000.00 0% $450,000.00

10220-624-22 Other Capital Projects ($0) $0.00 #DIV/0! $0.00

********** Sub-Total Conservation Reserve $450,000.00 --- $450,000.00 $450,000.00

(73000) TRUST FUND 
223-22-21 Friends of Conservation - Enviro. Education Supply ($53,000) ------------------------------------------------------------- $47,426.84

Miscellaneous Expenditures $50,000.00 11% $44,426.84
Partners youth service projects $3,000.00 0% $3,000.00

440-22 Friends of Conservation - Grounds Maintenance ($40,000) ------------------------------------------------------------- $39,500.00
HGP - Replace 3 docks $24,000.00 0% $24,000.00
McFarland Park - Connect-a-dock $500.00 100% $0.00
HGP - Prairie seed btw Breezy Bay & trail $3,000.00 0% $3,000.00
HGP - sand for beach $3,500.00 0% $3,500.00
HGP - material for expanded trail system $9,000.00 0% $9,000.00

610-22 Friends of Conservation - Buildings & Equipment ($20,000) ------------------------------------------------------------- $0.00
HGP Beach House $20,000.00 100% $0.00

********** Sub-Total Trust Fund $113,000.00 23% $86,926.84 $86,926.84

TOTALS -  FY20 $5,485,629.00 63.64% $1,994,654.03 $1,994,654.03



FY20 IRVM BUDGET UPDATE -  as of 1/31/20 - claims paid through 1/23/20; payroll through 1/24/20

AMOUNT % SUB-TOTALS TOTAL AMOUNT 

ACC'T NO. ACCOUNT DESCRIPTION BUDGETED USED REMAINING REMAINING

(11000-06010):

100-24-05 $39,500.00 60% $15,625.60 $15,625.60

100-24-09 ------------------------------------------------------------- $9,228.73

$10,575.00 85% $1,545.00

$9,320.00 103% -$306.27

$7,990.00 0% $7,990.00

100-24-52 $55,700.00 61% $21,926.30 $21,926.30

104-24 $600.00 0% $600.00 $600.00

106-24 $970.00 46% $520.00 $520.00

110-24 $10,300.00 57% $4,433.46 $4,433.46

111-24 $11,500.00 61% $4,529.84 $4,529.84

113-24 $3,500.00 58% $1,465.80 $1,465.80

114-24 $20,950.00 58% $8,725.20 $8,725.20

$170,905.00 61% $67,054.93 $67,054.93

202-24 $8,000.00 52% $3,856.75 $3,856.75

204-24 ------------------------------------------------------------- $15,484.07

$3,000.00 0% $3,000.00

20 acres permanent seed, cool $4,000.00 107% -$277.49

$15,000.00 25% $11,261.56

$1,500.00 0% $1,500.00

215-24 ------------------------------------------------------------- $1,000.15

$1,600.00 37% $1,000.15

250-24 ------------------------------------------------------------- $16,892.47

$9,000.00 52% $4,320.57

$15,000.00 34% $9,871.90

$1,000.00 0% $1,000.00

$1,700.00 0% $1,700.00

260-24 ------------------------------------------------------------- $147.59

$300.00 334% -$702.41

$850.00 0% $850.00

294-24 ------------------------------------------------------------- $620.03

$800.00 31% $550.02

$150.00 53% $70.01

308-24 $800.00 45% $438.39 $438.39

Salaries - Bargaining Staff (appropriated at 95%)

Aug 2019 Amend

Office Supplies ($1,150)

Repairs & maintenance

Shop Supplies ($1,600)

Tools and equipment

- tires (2) for hydroseeder

1 ArcView, 1 ArcPad license

Uniforms & Equipment ($950)

SCC shirts, outerwear, and boot reimbursement

SCC shirts & hats for seasonal staff

Health & Safety ($800)

Educational materials, envelopes, letterhead

- tires & tune up for #53

Sub-total Salaries & Benefits

Chemicals ($8,000)

Seed ($23,500)

10 acres native seed, warm season

Mulch & tackifier, erosion control products

Cover crop and stabilizer seed

Vehicle Fuels & Maintenance ($26,700)

Fuel

- Spring (680 hrs)

COMMENTS

Salaries - Staff (appropriated at 95%)

Salaries - Extra Help           

Overtime Pay

FICA

Taxable Fringe Benefits

- Summer (900 hours)

- Drainage District (480 hrs)

Employee's Insurance ($10,100+$10,850)

IPERS

Employer's Flex Benefits



FY20 IRVM BUDGET UPDATE -  as of 1/31/20 - claims paid through 1/23/20; payroll through 1/24/20

412-24 $50.00 11% $44.55 $44.55

414-24 ------------------------------------------------------------- $124.89

$570.00 64% $205.37

$240.00 134% -$80.48

422-24 ------------------------------------------------------------- $457.71

$1,000.00 67% $332.71

$200.00 38% $125.00

430-24 $3,000.00 52% $1,426.45 $1,426.45

452-24 $100.00 0% $100.00 $100.00

471-24 $50,000.00 69% $15,714.61 $15,714.61

610-24 ------------------------------------------------------------- $2,227.25

$900.00 64% $321.66

$1,100.00 38% $682.59

$360.00 38% $223.00

$1,000.00 0% $1,000.00

633-24 $2,000.00 --- $2,000.00 $2,000.00

633-24-24 ------------------------------------------------------------- $91,600.00

$58,000.00 0% $58,000.00

$26,500.00 0% $26,500.00

$7,100.00 0% $7,100.00

Sub-Total Operating Expenses $214,820.00 29% $152,134.91 $152,134.91

TOTAL FY20 BUDGET $385,725.00 43% $219,189.84 $219,189.84

Communication Services ($810)

Postage & Mailing ($50)

Machinery & Equipment Rental ($100)

Buildings & Equipment ($3,360)

Equipment & Machinery ($2,000)

Equipment & Machinery - LRTF grants ($91,600)

Seasonal employees

Utilities ($3,000)

Dumpster rental & service

Gravel, herbicide, general maint

Cab-over dual rear wheel truck

Norstar sprayer

Matrix 840GS Pro GPS

Safety shower

Office phone service

Hot spot

Education & Training ($1,200)

Permanent staff - $500 x 2

Pest Control

Contract Services ($50,000)



YTD BUDGETED
Description Jul 19 Aug 19 Sep 19 Oct 19 Nov 19 Dec 19 Jan 20 Feb 20 Mar 20 Apr 20 May 20 Jun 20 REVENUE FY20

Bldg. Rents (MP Room) $225.00 $255.00 $25.00 $900.00 $300.00 $0.00 $0.00 $1,705.00 $5,000
Miscellaneous $42.00 $7.10 $5.00 $0.00 $376.00 $4,546.18 $0.00 $4,976.28 $6,000
FEMA $0.00 $0.00 $16,940.63 -$16,940.63 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $166,600 Amended Aug 2019
Other State Grants ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ----
- CIRTPA (PRT Extension) $0.00 $8,555.70 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $8,555.70 $420,000 Amended Aug 2019
- IDNR (Fish Habitat Grant-HG) $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $46,580
- ISU (Federal Work Study) $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $5,360
- CIRTPA (HOINT Paving-Phase 1) $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $190,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $190,000.00 $200,000
- State Rec Trails (HOINT Paving-Phase I) $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $275,067.62 $0.00 $0.00 $275,067.62 $300,000
- IDNR (Fish Habitat Grant-HGL fish structure) $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $41,580
- IDNR (Wildlife Diversity Grant-bird survey Jenette)$0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $400 This grant was not applied for.
Environmental Education Fees $1,116.50 $1,330.39 $4,503.25 $2,323.25 $817.75 $1,004.75 $1,722.75 $12,818.64 $38,000
Donations (Other/Grants) $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0
Boat Rentals $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0
Rec. Fac. Rents (lodges/shelters) $50.00 -$200.00 $50.00 $0.00 $0.00 $75.00 $0.00 -$25.00 $1,150
Other Rec. Fees (Waterfront) $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0
Land Rent $0.00 $400.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $400.00 $0
Firewood $113.00 $178.00 $198.00 $0.00 $70.00 $0.00 $0.00 $559.00 $1,000
Fuel Tax Refunds $0.00 $3,370.90 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $3,370.90 $3,150
Boat Titling Fees $160.00 $180.00 $95.00 $60.00 $45.00 $30.00 $5.00 $575.00 $1,000

Sub-total - Gen. Rev. $1,706.50 $14,077.09 $21,816.88 -$13,657.38 $466,676.37 $5,655.93 $1,727.75 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $498,003.14 $1,235,820

REAP per co/capita $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $28,601.00 $0.00 $28,601.00 $28,750
REAP, Interest $605.65 $548.41 $580.70 $124.98 $126.95 $110.03 $139.37 $2,236.09 $500
REAP - Other state grants $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0
Sub-total - REAP $605.65 $548.41 $580.70 $124.98 $126.95 $28,711.03 $139.37 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $30,837.09 $29,250

Camping - Hickory Grove $4,488.00 $11,382.00 $2,152.00 $0.00 $0.00 $3,080.00 $1,940.00 $23,042.00 $76,000
Camping - Dakins Lake $3,771.00 $8,770.00 $6,143.00 $5,245.00 $983.00 $196.00 $1,208.00 $26,316.00 $50,000
Camping - Other $35.00 $28.00 $21.00 $7.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $91.00 $0
Sub-total - Cons. Resrv 8,294.00$   20,180.00$  $8,316.00 5,252.00$   983.00$        3,276.00$ 3,148.00$    $0.00 -$          -$           -$            -$             $49,449.00 $126,000

FOC - Donations/Misc. $1,412.00 $2,075.00 $3,550.00 $230.00 $1,100.00 $3,500.00 $5,706.61 $17,573.61 $15,000
FOC - Donations/Leui $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $90,000
FOC - Donations/Partners $355.00 $1,395.00 $1,340.00 $1,260.00 $2,210.00 $3,845.89 $1,820.00 $12,225.89 $22,000
FOC - Easements $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00  
FOC - Interest $1,105.91 $1,000.75 $1,063.34 $1,000.15 $1,017.20 $883.91 $899.64 $6,970.90 $7,000
FOC - Other State Grants $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0
FOC - Miscellaneous $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0

Sub-total Trust Funds $2,872.91 $4,470.75 $5,953.34 $2,490.15 $4,327.20 $8,229.80 $8,426.25 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $36,770.40 $134,000.00

TOT. CONS. REVENUE $13,479.06 $39,276.25 $36,666.92 -$5,790.25 $472,113.52 $45,872.76 $13,441.37 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $615,059.63 $1,525,070

IRVM Miscellaneous $213.15 $176.49 $0.00 $1,842.45 $165.00 $185.59 $255.50 $2,838.18 $2,470
Sale of Fixed Assets $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $4,000
Drainage Dist. Services $0.00 $0.00 $5,356.60 $605.16 $1,774.56 $0.00 $4,820.00 $12,556.32 $27,000
Other State Grants $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $19,100 Amended Aug 2019
Weed Violations $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $100
Fuel Tax Refunds $0.00 $719.55 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $719.55 $1,000

TOT. IRVM REVENUE $213.15 $896.04 $5,356.60 $2,447.61 $1,939.56 $185.59 $5,075.50 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $16,114.05 $53,670

STORY COUNTY CONSERVATION - REVENUE BY MONTH - FY20
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— CALENDAR OF EVENTS —
Date   Time  Event          Location
FEBRUARY 
Saturday, February 1 10:00 a.m. Snakes Alive!           Conservation Center
Tuesday, February 4 11:00 a.m. O.W.L.S.: Gym-N-Eat Crickets         Conservation Center
Monday, February 10 5:30 p.m. SCC Board Meeting             Conservation Center
Wednesday, Feb 12 1:00 p.m. Common Ground Recording Session         Ames Public Library
Thursday, Feb. 13 1:00 p.m. Common Ground Recording Session         Ames Public Library
Saturday, Feb. 15 9:00 a.m. Great Backyard Bird Count     McFarland Park
Monday, February 17   SCC offices closed
Wednesday, Feb. 19 7:00 p.m. Winter and Wildlife           Ames Public Library

MARCH
Tuesday, March 3 11:00 a.m. O.W.L.S.: The Cats of America         Conservation Center
Friday, March 6  7:00 a.m. National Day of Unplugging: Community Coffee      Conservation Center
Friday, March 6  12:00 p.m. National Day of Unplugging: Lunch and Learn   McFarland Park
Friday, March 6  6:30 p.m. National Day of Unplugging: Community Campfire  McFarland Park
Sunday, March 8 2:00 p.m. Ames Reads Leopold           Ames Public Library
Monday, March 9 10:00 a.m. Common Ground Recording Session         Ames Public Library
Monday, March 9 5:30 p.m. Story County Conservation Board Meeting       Conservation Center
Thursday, March 12 1:00 p.m. Common Ground Recording Session         Ames Public Library
Friday, March 20 7:30 p.m. Luminary Hike       McFarland Park
Thursday, March 26 5:30 p.m. Learn to Compost and Vermicompost        Conservation Center

APRIL
Thursday, April 2 6:30 p.m. Story County Conservation Partners Meeting       Conservation Center
Sunday, April 5  1:30 p.m. Trailgate Party: Adventures in Alaska        Conservation Center
Tuesday, April 7  11:00 a.m.  O.W.L.S.: The Brenton Arboretum        Conservation Center
Saturday, April 11 10:00 a.m. Geocache Egg Hunt      McFarland Park
Monday, April 13 5:30 p.m. Story County Conservation Board Meeting       Conservation Center
Saturday, April 25 1:00 p.m. TEAM Day          Christiansen Forest Preserve
Thursday, April 30 7:00 p.m. Story County Trails Committee Meeting       McFarland Park Shop

Due to scheduling 
conflicts, 
environmental 
literature is taking 
a break. We hope 
it will return next 
winter.
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  Education/Outreach 
 

• 26,000+ program contacts annually 

• 1,000+ public and school programs 

• Programs for tots to seniors 

• In all Story County school districts 

• Named Best Environmental Education Program 

in Iowa (counties with more than three naturalists) 

• 2,000 volunteer hours 

• 3,500+ Prairie Horizons newsletters quarterly 

 

Recreation/Parks 
 

• 3,300+ acres under management 

• 2,100+ acres public hunting 

• 89 miles of trails including new Skunk River 

Water Trail 

• Campgrounds, lakes, picnic areas, meeting spaces, 

playgrounds 

Integrated Roadside Vegetation Management 

(IRVM) 
 

• Conservation focused right of way and drainage 

ditch maintenance 

• 63 miles of drainage ditch management 

• Roadway park and prairie management 

• 5,700 acres under management 

At A Glance 

Current Projects 
 

• Tedesco Environmental Learning Corridor – 

Phase #3 (trail connector) in design 

• Praeri Rail Trail extension to Dakins Lake 

• Hickory Grove Lake Watershed Project Phase 

#3 (dredging and access improvements) 

• Hickory Grove Lake trail expansion 

• Sensitive Areas Inventory Phase #2 (county-

wide) 

• New beach house at Hickory Grove Park – in 

design 

• Heart of Iowa Nature Trail Paving Phase #2 – in 

design 

• Dakins Lake cabin – in design 

• Oriole Ridge Lodge renovation 

• Habitat restoration at multiple properties 

• Common Ground Stories of the land 

 

 

Recently Completed Projects 
 

• Tedesco Environmental Learning Corridor – 

Phase #2 

• Hickory Grove Lake Watershed Project Phase #2 

(shoreline and gully stabilization) 

• “Designate the Skunk” – South Skunk River was 

designated as a state water trail 

• Heart of Iowa Nature Trail Paving Phase #1 

• Carroll Prairie acquisition 

• Ronald “Dick” Jordan Family Wildlife Area 

acquisition 

• Peterson Access improvement 

• Askew Access improvement 

• Advancement of our conservation heritage 

through non-toxic ammunition requirement 

 
 
 

 

 

Upcoming Projects 
 

• Hannum’s Mill Dam mitigation 

• Hickory Grove Park sewer replacement 

• Hickory Grove Park road resurfacing 

• Army Corps of Engineers land acquisition 

• Hosting the 2020 ICCS Conference 

• McFarland Park watershed assessment 

• Wicks & Osheim land acquisitions 

 
 

 

Connecting people with nature and improving 

natural resources - making Story County a great 

place to live, work, and recreate. 
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712,893* annual visits x $25.37/person average expenditure* = 

6015 Camper Nights x $59.60* = $358,494 

 

49,639* visitors x $8.80* = $436,826 Heart of Iowa Trail only 

 

1800 acres x $400/acre** = $720,000 

 

Hickory Grove Lake 

71,123 annual visitors = $6.46 mil*** 

 

Statewide County Parks add $291 mil to the GDP and 5,789 jobs to Iowa* 

* The Economic Value of Iowa’s Natural Resources – ISU Study, December 2012 
**REAP Statistical Information - DNR 
***Iowa Lakes Valuation Project – DNR 
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Introduction   

 

The mission of Story County Conservation is to connect people with nature and improve our natural 

resources – making Story County a great place to live, work, and recreate.  There are numerous ways 

in which we try to accomplish this and all involve meeting people where they are to provide 

opportunities or outlets for engaging nature.  We know that time outdoors is important to our social, 

physical, and economic wellbeing. When we are engaged in nature our communities are healthier, our 

water is cleaner, and our environment is more resilient. 

Fiscal year 2019 was a momentous year.  It marked dedications of new wildlife areas, the Tedesco 

Environmental Learning Corridor, significant updates to our parks and facilities, commencement and 

continuation of environmental initiatives, and a heightened level of community outreach and 

environmental education. 

We continue our commitment to provide outstanding outdoor recreation, environmental education, and 

natural resource management services.  We look forward to continuing to work with individuals and 

communities to connect people with nature and improve our lives. 

 

 

 

 

Michael Cox      

Director, Story County Conservation  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Craig Meyers 

Chair, Story County Conservation Board 
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Boards and Staff 

Story County Board of Supervisors 

Lauris Olson (2018-2019) 

Rick Sanders (2018-June 2019)  

Linda Murken (2018-2019) 

Lisa Heddens (June 2019) 

 

 

 

Story County Conservation Board 

Dr. Nancy Franz (2018-2019) 

Christine Laumer (2018-2019) 

Craig Meyers (2018-2019) 

Dr. Jim Pease (2018-2019) 

Ted Tedesco (2018-2019) 

Rick Sanders, ex-officio (2018-June 2019) 

Linda Murken, ex-officio (June 2019)

Story County Conservation Staff

Administration 

Michael Cox, Director 

Melissa Johannes, Administrative Assistant 

(July 2018 to February 2019) 

Jolene Van Waus, Financial Data Manager 

(July 2018 to January 2019) 

Marianne Harrelson, Financial Data Manager 

(March 2019 to June 2019) 

Elizabeth Jackson, Administrative Assistant 

(March 2019 to June 2019) 
 

Environmental Education 

Rebekah Beall Warburton, Naturalist  

Heather Hucka, Naturalist 

Jerry Keys, Environmental Ed. Coordinator 

Jessica Lancial, Naturalist 

Erica Place, Outreach Coordinator   

Elizabeth Waage, Naturalist 
 

Field Operations 

Russ DeWall, Conservation Technician II 

Luke Feilmeier, Park Ranger  

Joe Hill, Conservation Technician 

Beau Hoppe, Conservation Technician  

Dustin Horne, Conservation Technician 

Benjamin Marcus, Conservation Technician 

Patrick Shehan, Special Projects Ranger  

Danny Simcox, Park Ranger  

Ryan Wiemold, Parks Superintendent  

Amy Yoakum, Natural Resource Specialist  
 

Integrated Roadside Vegetation Mgmt. 

Tyler Kelley, Vegetation Mgmt. Specialist  

Joe Kooiker, Vegetation Mgmt. Biologist  

 

 

Seasonal Employees – 2018 

Eric Baldwin, Park Ranger Aide 

Tanner Christiansen, Conservation/IRVM Aide 

Tracy Christiansen, Conservation Aide 

Megan Donovan, Conservation Aide 

Nicholas Hadaway, Conservation Aide 

Kaitlyn Hardin, Waterfront Aide 

Hannah Kroeger, Conservation Aide 

Ted Lenaerts, Vegetation Mgmt. Aide 

Kathryn Diane Maxwell, Naturalist 

Joseph Olberding, Waterfront Aide 

Tim Schoppe, Conservation Aide 

Taylor Smith, Naturalist 

Donovan Snodgrass, Conservation Aide 

Chance Steffes, Vegetation Mgmt. Aide 

Allison Stegmann, Conservation/IRVM Aide 

Sam Van De Berg, Conservation Aide 

Kara Welch, Waterfront Aide 

 

Seasonal Employees – 2019 

Bryce Andresen, Park Ranger Aide 

Kaleb Angell – Conservation Aide 

Greg Bolhous – Conservation Aide 

Ian Chapman – Conservation Aide 

Tanner Christiansen – Vegetation Mgmt. Aide 

Tracy Christiansen – Conservation Aide 

Leslie Du – Conservation Aide 

Emily Lemons – Conservation Aide 

Jacob Puckett – Conservation Aide 

Robin Jackson – Naturalist 

Kaylee Reynolds – Naturalist 

Brennen Reysack – Conservation Aide 

Devin See – Conservation Aide 

Allison Stegmann – Vegetation Mgmt. Aide 
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Annual Highlights 

Recreation Enhancements 

• The Hickory Grove Lake Restoration entered 

Phase 2, which was the in-lake renovation.  

Lake draw down and dredging started while the 

island was expanded and a bridge was installed 

allowing access to the new island.  Major 

project hurdles included placing a standpipe 

through the dam and finding sites for the spoils.  

The lake project also included connecting 

sections of the existing off-road trail around the 

perimeter of the lake.   

 

 
Hickory Grove Lake Restoration 

 

• A new Hickory Grove beach house was 

designed in a central location overlooking the 

beach.  This new facility will replace the 

original building built in 1969 and have four 

family style restrooms as well as a storage room 

and concession area.  Project construction will 

be completed in FY20.   

 

• The Hickory Grove shower house building at 

Breezy Bay got a new sidewalk.  Online 

reservations were first used for the camping 

season.  New Story County Conservation 

entrance monuments were installed at Hickory 

Grove with lighting to match the SCC large park 

theme used at Dakins Lake. 

 

 

• A majority of Tedesco Environmental Learning 

Corridor (TELC) phase 2 construction, trail and 

amenity work was completed. The park features 

stream stabilization and water quality 

demonstrations, seating and gathering areas, a 

wetland boardwalk, two large pedestrian 

bridges and miles of concrete, permeable and 

soft trails.  This project had a huge partnership 

component and staff spent much time on 

community engagement as public interest in the 

project was at an all-time high for Story County 

Conservation.  Staff engaged volunteers and 

spent much time with in-house portions of the 

project including live stakes, tree and prairie 

planting and walnut benches.  Phase 3, a trail 

connection from the park to the County Road R-

38 bike lanes, of the TELC project started.  This 

trail extension has many private and public 

partners.   

 

• Phase 1 of the Heart of Iowa Nature Trail 

(HOINT) was designed and construction was 

completed.  A ribbon cutting was held for this 

momentous occasion.  Phase 1 paving was from 

the R-38 bike lanes to 535th Ave.  The ¼ mile 

gravel connection to the E-63 bike lanes is 

planned for 2020 construction.  The trail also 

was included in the newly created cross country 

trail, the Great American Rail Trail by Rails to 

Trails Conservancy.     

 

• The Zearing connection of the Praeri Rail Trail 

from Highway 65 to Zearing’s Main Street was 

finally started after delays from property 

acquisitions with the railroad.  Clearing and 

grubbing took place with paving planned for 

FY20.   

 

• Conceptual design work was started for 

Hannum’s Mill Dam mitigation.  Staff worked 

with engineers to explore options and goals for 

the project.  A public survey was given to gather 

feedback.  Design options will be completed in 

FY20.   
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• Dakins Lake Cabin exploration continued as 

design plans were completed for a sustainable 

use cabin.  Cabin features included solar power, 

geothermal powered utilities, low use water 

amenities, two restrooms, two bedrooms, 

kitchen, living room, ADA compatibility and 

room to sleep up to twelve people.  After much 

discussion and deliberation, the Story County 

Conservation Board decided that the 

construction cost for this design was too much 

and other options would need to be explored.   
 

• Skunk River Water Trail access improvements 

were completed at Peterson Access and Askew 

Bridge/Cambridge Ponds.  Improvements 

included signage, parking lots and paved access 

to the river.   

 

• Oriole Ridge Lodge at Hickory Grove Park 

started a makeover as interior improvements 

were in order.  New wiring, lighting, entrance 

and exit doors, sliding windows and shelving 

were started on the facility.  A sliding patio door 

facing the lake was also installed.   

 

• New sidewalks were installed at McFarland 

Park Conservation Center. 

 

• The Bear Creek suspension bridge was removed 

and an alternative route was selected.  

Volunteers constructed a new bridge. 

 

• The Carroll Prairie property was acquired and a 

grand opening was held.  This 49 acre location 

features remnant prairie, oxbow wetlands and is 

bisected by West Indian Creek. 

 

Carroll Prairie 

• The Ronald “Dick” Jordan Family Wildlife 

Area was also brought on board through several 

partnerships.  This project was the largest 

federal EQUIP program allocated in Iowa.  This 

wild life area sits on 175 acres along the South 

Skunk River and contains reconstructed prairie, 

riparian floodplain, savanna/timber, and 

restored oxbow wetlands.   

 

 
 

• The Trails Advisory Committee updated bylaws 

and switched to a three times a year format.  

Goals and strategies were developed.  A 

trailgate event was hosted at the Conservation 

Center focusing on waters as trails and guest 

speaker, Dr. Elizabeth Andre, spoke about her 

experience as an educator and hosting water 

trail trips in the northeast United States.   

 

• Repair work funded by FEMA, was completed 

on the HOINT and at TELC for stream repairs.  
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Natural Resource Enhancements 
 

• Major restoration work was completed by staff 

at several locations including: Hickory Grove 

around gullies, Jordan Wildlife Area in the oak 

savannah, tree and shrub removal at Carroll 

Prairie, timber stand improvements at 

McFarland Park and Christiansen Forest 

Preserve. 

 

• Conservation Corps Minnesota & Iowa crews 

completed natural resource management 

projects at the Jordan Wildlife Area, 

Christiansen Forest Preserve, Hickory Grove 

Park and Robison Wildlife Acres. 

 

Conservation Corps at Robison Wildlife Acres 

• Botanical and Ecology Consulting was 

contracted for Phase II of the sensitive areas 

inventory.  The work includes field surveys on 

over 5,000 privately owned acres. 

 

• Food plots were installed at Skunk River Flats, 

Cambridge Ponds and the Skunk River 

Greenbelt to be used as a restoration tool and 

also provide quality recreational hunting 

opportunities.  

 

• Story County Conservation received 2nd place 

for the Isaac Walton League’s Habitat 

Improvement Awards for large counties. 

 

 

 

 

• The Conservation Board and the Board of 

Supervisors together adopted a countywide 

watershed assessment and implementation plan.  

Development of a countywide water quality 

monitoring plan with initiated. 

  

 
Lilium Philadelphicum at a cemetery prairie remnant 

 

 

 
Park users enjoying the recently restored Ronald “Dick” 

Jordan Family Wildlife Area 

 

Natural Resource Statistics for 2019: 

• Planted 726 acres of prairie seed 

• Planted 70 trees and 40 shrubs 

• Performed 315 acres of prescribed fires 

• Acquired 240 acres of conservation areas 

• Harvested 300 lbs. of combined run and 20 

lbs. of hand harvest 
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Environmental Education 

 

• Story County Conservation conducted 1,000 

education and outreach programs resulting in 

over 26,000 contacts through 607 indoor 

presentations, 387 outdoor experiences and 6 

service learning opportunities.  

 

  
Snowshoe Hike at McFarland Park 

 

• Seven cosponsored events were conducted 

that reached an additional 692 people.  They 

include the Ada Hayden February trout 

stocking and public fishing event, a booth at 

National Night Out in Ames, the annual 

SOAR (Save Our Avian Resource) Release, 

a wingshooting clinic and a fall hunter 

education class targeted towards women with 

the Iowa Department of Natural Resources.   

 

 
Women’s Hunter Education Class 

• Wild Tots, a program for 18 months to 5 year 

old youth and their adult was led by a 

dedicated volunteer at McFarland Park.  Five 

sessions in May and June of 2019 were 

attended by 163 participants.  

 

• Story County Conservation hosted “Beat the 

Blues Winter Activity Marathon”.  

Participants were challenged to complete a 

full marathon – 26 miles between January 1 

and March 1, 2019.  They could walk, run, 

ski, snowshoe, bike or play (30 minutes 

equaled one mile) outdoors at their own pace.  

Completed and returned mileage logs earned 

$10 off any Story County online registration 

or reservation.   

 

• Several new public programs were held this 

year.  A luminary walk around McFarland 

Lake was so successful, the one evening 

event had to be expanded to three nights to 

accommodate the interest.  Get Outdoors Day 

was held in conjunction with Iowa’s free 

fishing weekend.  Activities included fishing, 

canoeing, creek walks, flower hikes, insect 

gathering and bird watching.  A family “pizza 

and trivia night” was held at the Conservation 

Center.   

 
Luminary Walk at McFarland Park
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Integrated Roadside Vegetation Management 

• Staff completed thirty-one work orders.  

These requests primarily dealt with weed and 

brush control along with seeding needs. 
 

• 204 centerline roadside miles were sprayed 

with herbicide to address noxious weed and 

brush concerns. 
 

• Brush was sprayed by contractor in Sherman, 

Richland and Milford townships.  Site 

distance issues were addressed at 

intersections and bridges by staff. 
 

• The prescribed fire program focused on 

gateway plantings, remnant roadsides and 

pioneer cemeteries. 
 

• Fifteen noxious weed complaints were 

addressed by phone or in person. 
 

• Brush re-sprouts were treated with aquatic 

labeled herbicides in seven drainage districts, 

covering over thirteen miles of open ditches.  

Trees and brush were cut and piled on Warren 

#11, New Albany #75 and Hardin-Story #3 

open ditches.  A cost analysis was researched 

for contract spraying of the drainage district 

projects.  A one acre access lane was planted 

by staff along Hardin-Story #3. 

 

• Two seed nurseries produced 372 pounds of 

usable prairie seed.  Hand-harvested forbs 

from volunteer events added to the diversity 

of the seed harvested by combines.     
 

• Approximately 970 pounds of native grass 

and forb seed was distributed to landowners 

by working with the local Pheasants Forever 

chapter. 

 

• Staff assisted approximately thirty-five 

landowners/operators with implementation 

of conservation practices along open ditches 

and on private ground.  This includes a 3 acre 

native seeding and erosion control practices 

at the Couser Modern Agriculture Experience 

farm. 

• Staffed developed a “No Spray” Program for 

citizens of Story County concerned about 

herbicide use. 

 

• Several grant requests were submitted for the 

Living Roadway Trust Fund to assist with the 

purchase of a new roadside spray system. 

 

 
 

• Community involvement included 

presentation to the Story County Township 

Trustees, Conservation Corp of Iowa, 

Nevada Kiwanis and a Nevada Senior 

Citizens group.  This also included several 

press releases, an article with the Nevada 

Journal promoting internships and being 

active with the local NRCS and Pheasants 

Forever Chapter. 

 

• Staff served on a panel discussion at the 

annual Roadside Conference and provided 

continuing education at the annual Invasive 

Species Conference. 
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Prairie planting by IRVM near S14 

 

IRVM FIELD OPERATIONS COMPARISON BY FISCAL YEAR 

  FY17 FY18 FY19 

Work Orders Completed 81 79 31 

Roadside Plantings (sites) 44 70 34 

Roadside Plantings (acres) 20 44 23 

Custom Plantings (sites) 4 0 3 

Custom Plantings (acres) 17 0 4.5 

Conservation/Other Plantings (sites) 1 2 0 

Conservation/Other Plantings (acres) 3 40.6 0 

Roadside Burns  (sites) 8 3 5 

Roadside Burns (acres) 25 8.72 10.4 

Roadside Weeds Sprayed (miles) 194.5 202 225 

Foliar Brush Sprayed (miles) 122.5 48 15 

Equipment Rentals (landowners) 13 20 15 

Equipment Rentals (acres) 170 310.5 91 

Pounds of Seed Harvested 372 325 372 

Volunteer Hours 172.25 257 118.25 
  

    

 

Drainage District (amount billed)  $14,255.08  $12,512.30 $17,168.39 

Drainage District Revenue Received  $14,931.20  $11,214.80 $18,252.75 
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Outreach 

The quarterly Prairie Horizons newsletter provides articles and a schedule of SCC programs, events, 

and meetings. It was distributed in both printed and electronic versions, and reached over 3,000 

individuals and families. An additional 535 copies were distributed to area libraries, city halls, and 

businesses. Event fliers were created and distributed to schools, groups, and local businesses to publicize 

programs.  

Press releases and paid advertisements with various local publications also helped us spread news of our 

programs and projects. Social media continues to be a large component of our outreach efforts. By the 

end of FY19, SCC had 2,623 "fans," an 21% increase over FY18. Instagram also rapidly grew (nearly 

500 additional followers). Twitter and YouTube were also utilized – plans to better analyze the specific 

benefits and uses of each social media platform will take place in FY20.  

Because we 

recognize the 

room to continue 

to grow, we will 

be seeking an 

outreach assistant 

in FY20. This 

will be a 

temporary, part-

time position 

focused on 

enhancing our 

outreach efforts. 

  

Some of the most 

popular social 

media posts in 

FY19.  
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Volunteers 

Volunteers are integral in attaining SCC’s mission. Volunteer hours logged in FY19 included: serving 

on boards and committees (Story County Conservation Board, Story County Trails Advisory 

Committee, and Story County Conservation Partners), providing office/clerical help, cleaning SCC 

parks through the Adopt-A-Park program, providing natural resource and land stewardship work, 

collecting prairie seed, and helping with environmental education programs. 

SCC also provided volunteer opportunities at scheduled events, including TEAM (Trail Enhancement 

and Management) workdays and seed harvests. “Master volunteers” took on highly skilled projects like 

GIS projects or leading prairie walks.  

The volunteer program saw a big change with the switch to CERVIS, a cloud-based volunteer database 

system. This system will be integrated into our website so volunteers can view opportunities in real time. 

Once they sign up for a project they can log their own hours. The system also has a much greater 

capacity for reporting and should be helpful in better quantifying various metrics. The training process 

and movement of data was still underway at the close of FY19. In addition to advertising opportunities 

through CERVIS, we also used social media, Prairie Horizons newsletter, and the Volunteer Center of 

Story County website.  

 

The 1,966 volunteer 

hours recorded in 

FY19 roughly equate 

to 1 full-time staff. 

Using the Independent 

Sector volunteer 

service value of $23.41 

per hour, volunteers 

provided $46,024.06 

of service to SCC in 

FY19. 
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Story County Conservation Partners 

Story County Conservation Partners Membership levels range from Great Horned Owl at $30/year to 

Red-tailed Hawk at $1,000/year.  Partners averaged 176 memberships during FY19 and raised a total of 

$21,549 towards the construction of a new beach house at Hickory Grove Park.   
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Story County Conservation Board Meeting Summaries 

July 9, 2018 

The board approved the following:   

• Salary adjustments for seasonal staff 

• Federal Work-Study Program Agreement with Iowa State University  

• Fee-for-service work orders Between Story County Conservation and Conservation Corps 

Minnesota & Iowa for natural resource and park infrastructure work in Story County Parks and 

Wildlife Areas 

• Placement of a bench at Hickory Grove Park in memory of Nancy Reimers 

• Placement of a bench at McFarland Park in memory of Roger Anderson 

• Acceptance of the Countywide Watershed Assessment 

• Establishment of liberalized fishing regulations for Hickory Grove Lake 

 

Patrick Shehan, Special Projects Ranger, provided an update on grant results, past projects, work in 

progress and future goals/ideas.   

 

Director Cox updated the board on the watershed planning assessment maps, flood damage assessments, 

the staff appreciation event, TELC paving, Jordan open house, the Carroll Prairie acquisition, and that 

the Ames Town and County Kiwanis will be donating electric scooters for use at McFarland Park.   

 

August 13, 2018 

The board approved the following: 

• Placement of a bench at Dakins Lake in memory of Brent Carvera 

• Resolution #2018-6 endorsing a grant application from the City of Slater to REAP for funding to 

hard surface the Heart Of Iowa Nature Trail in Slater 

• Change order #3 for Tedesco Environmental Learning Corridor Bid Package #1 with Peterson 

Contractors, Inc. 

• Change order #3 for The Tedesco Environmental Learning Corridor Bid Package #2 with 

Boulder Contracting, LLC 

• Purchase Agreement for Carroll Prairie 

• Purchase Agreement for Ronald “Dick” Jordan Family Wildlife Area 

 

Danny Simcox, Park Ranger, gave a report on activities for the Skunk River Unit including staff 

development, project tracking, park improvements, building repairs, equipment purchases, law 

enforcement training and an update on upcoming project for the current year. 

 

Director Cox gave updates on the drawdown of Hickory Grove Lake and the PRT extension.   

 

September 10, 2018 

The board approved the following: 

• Employment of one Conservation Aide and two Vegetation Management Aids 

• Agreement with K-Korner Inc. for construction and a Perpetual Easement for the extension of 

the Praeri Rail Trail through Zearing 

• Professional Services Agreement with WHKS & Co. for survey and design services for a site 

plan and foundation design for Hickory Grove Beach House and accessible parking 

• Revisions to the Story County Conservation Employee Handbook 
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• Resolution #2018-7 temporarily suspending the refuge status at Hickory Grove Park for a 

controlled goose hunt for the period of September 29-October 14, 2018, October 20-December 

11, 2018, and December 22, 2018-January 19, 2019 

• Resolution #2018-8 endorsing a grant application to the Federal Recreational Trails program for 

improvements on the Heart Of Iowa Nature Trail 

• Change order #4 for Tedesco Environmental Learning Corridor Bid Package #2 with Boulder 

Contracting, LLC 

 

Director Cox updated the board on funding options for an exploratory phase for removal or 

modifications of the Hannum’s Mill Dam, indicated that the DNR will be presenting plans for the 

Hickory Gove Lake renovation and he distributed a handout regarding non-toxic ammunition policy and 

a “Leading the Way” brochure. 

 

September 17, 2018 

The board approved the following: 

• Amendment to agreement for Tedesco Environmental Learning Corridor Bid Package #3 with 

Shive-Hattery, Inc. 

• Change order #5 for Tedesco Environmental Learning Corridor Bid Package #2 With Boulder 

Contracting, LLC 

• Resolution #2018-9 endorsing conducting exploratory phase of the removal or modification of 

the Hannums Mill Dam on the South Skunk River water trail 

 

Board member Franz announced that the sixth annual Wild Women of the Wood event was a success.  

Seventy-three women from five states attended.   

 

October 8, 2018 

CyBIZ Lab team members gave a PowerPoint presentation summarizing their findings regarding 

surveys completed at Dakins Lake, Hickory Grove Park and TELC. 

 

The board approved the following: 

• Employment of a Conservation Aide/ISU Work-Study Program student 

• Correct salaries for two staff members with longevity adjustments 

• Resolution #2018-10 approving an agreement with the Iowa Department of Transportation for a 

refurbished Truax drill 

• Change order #6 for Tedesco Environmental Learning Corridor Bid Package #2 with Boulder 

Contracting, LLC 

• Agreement with Iowa State University Extension and Outreach Conference Planning & 

Management for the 2020 Iowa Association of County Conservation Boards fall conference 

 

Jerry Keys, Environmental Education Coordinator, gave a report on school and public programs, awards 

and staff events over the past year. Staff is planning to co-sponsor more events with other conservation 

related groups and they are working on future public outreach and team building programs.  

 

Director Cox gave updates on the Bear Creek bridge, bid letting for HOINT Phase I paving and the PRT 

extension, and that several land acquisition projects are being researched. 
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November 5, 2018 

The board approved the following: 

• Resolution #2018-11 supporting a fish habitat grant application for Hickory Grove Park 

• Story County Conservations FY20 Capital Improvement Project plan 

• Story County Conservation Donor Recognition plan 

• Change order #7 for Tedesco Environmental Learning Corridor Bid Package #2 with Boulder 

Contracting, LLC 

 

Updates were given on the Countywide Watershed Assessment Implementation Matrix, Story County 

Conservation strategic plan, and FY20 budget proposal.   

 

Director Cox gave updates on the Praeri Rail Trail extension, Hickory Grove Lake restoration, Dakins 

Lake and Tedesco Environmental Learning Corridor. 

  

December 10, 2018 

The board approved the following: 

• Story County Conservation FY18 Annual Report 

• FY20 Conservation and IRVM budget proposal 

• Federal-Aid agreement with the Iowa Department of Transportation for an Iowa Transportation 

Alternatives Program (TAP) – CIRPTA grant for completing hard surfacing and trail 

improvements on the Heart of Iowa Nature Trail 

• Construction contract with the Iowa Department of Natural Resources for Hickory Grove Lake 

restoration project 

• Countywide Watershed Assessment Implementation plan 

• Change order #8 for Tedesco Environmental Learning Corridor Bid Package #2 with Boulder 

Contracting, LLC 

• Timeline for FEMA-funded repairs to the Heart of Iowa Nature Trail caused by the June 2018 

flooding 

• Story County Conservation board meeting dates for 2019 

 

Director Cox updated the board on some land near Gilbert that is being considered for rezoning, that the 

Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation purchased the Wicks and Longnecker properties, and bid letting for 

the Praeri Rail Trail would be in mid-January.     

 

January 7, 2019 

Chair Pease administered the oath of office to Ted Tedesco, who will serve through 2023.  Officers 

elected for 2019 were:  Craig Meyers, chair; Christine Laumer, vice-chair; and Nancy Franz, secretary. 

 

Vegetation Management Biologist, Joe Kooiker and Vegetation Management Specialist, Tyler Kelley 

gave a report on the IRVM operations for the past year.  Kooiker gave statistics on planting, noxious 

weed control, weed complaints, prescribed fires and seed harvesting.  Kelly reported on work in the 

drainage districts. 

 

The board approved the following: 

• Resolution #2019-01 endorsing a CIRTPA grant application for a paving project on the Heart of 

Iowa Nature Trail from Huxley to Cambridge 

• Contract with Jensen Excavating, Inc. for tree/brush removal in Hardin-Story #3 drainage district 

• Contract with Jensen Excavating, Inc. to demolish a building at IRVM 
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• Supplemental agreement with Snyder & Associates Inc. pertaining to the Heart of Iowa Nature 

Trail paving project from Slater to Huxley 

• Amendment #4 to agreement for Tedesco Environmental Learning Corridor Bid Package #2 with 

Shive-Hattery, Inc. 

• Agreement with Avec Design, Inc. for design of sustainable energy cabin at Dakins Lake 

 

Director Cox gave updates on the Heart of Iowa Nature Trail and the Praeri Rail Trail bid lettings, 

Tedesco Environmental Learning Corridor grand opening, the FY20 budget, Army Corps of Engineers 

land and the Hannum’s Mill projects.  

 

February 14, 2019 

The board approved the following: 

• Change order #9 for Tedesco Environmental Learning Corridor Bid Package #2 with Boulder 

Contracting, LLC 

• Amendment to agreement with Shive-Hattery, Inc. for additional design services and 

construction administration for the Praeri Rail Trail 

• Contract with Peterson Contractors Inc. for construction of a paved trail on the Praeri Rail Trail 

• First reading of revisions to the Story County Conservation Rules and Regulations 

• Firewood contract with Finco Tree/Wood Service, LLC 

• Employment of a Conservation Aide for the Skunk River Unit 

• FY20 Conservation and IRVM budget proposal 

 

Director Cox gave updates on co-sponsoring a wing-shooting clinic with the Izaak Walton League, 

administrative staff openings, land acquisitions, phase 3 of Tedesco Environmental Learning Corridor, 

FY20 budget changes and Skunk River Water Trail dedication. 

 

February 20, 2019 

The board approved the following: 

• Employment of a temporary Financial Data Manager 

• Employment of a Financial Data Manager 

 

March 11, 2019 

Ryan Wiemold, Parks Superintendent, gave an update of field operations including the Hickory Grove 

Park lake restoration, beach house and sewer projects as well as numerous other projects this past year.  

 

The board approved the following: 

• Employment of an Administrative Assistant 

• Two campground attendant contracts at Dakins Lake 

• Contract with Finch Livestock Exchange for management grazing 

• Contract with Iowa State University on behalf of the Water Quality Research Laboratory for 

Watershed Assessment work at McFarland Park 

• Fish Habitat Stamp grant agreement with the Iowa Department of Natural Resources 

• Purchase of a brush grapple bucket 

• Second reading of revisions to the Story County Conservation Rules and Regulations 

• Heart of Iowa Nature Trail Master Plan 

• Revisions to the Story County Conservation Operations Manual 

• The Trails/Natural Resources Technician position for Story County Conservation 
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Director Cox notified the board that Story County Conservation will be accepting a stormwater 

management award for Tedesco Environmental Learning Corridor. 

 

April 8, 2019 

The board approved the following: 

• Employment of one Park Ranger Aide, six Conservation Aides, two Naturalist, a pay correction 

and two pay adjustments 

• Purchase of a furnace and heat pump from C&K 

• Contract with ConStruct, Inc. for repairing flood damages along the Heart of Iowa Nature Trail 

sustained during the summer of 2018 

• Contract with Howrey Construction, Inc. for the paving of the Heart of Iowa Nature Trail 

between R38 and 535th Avenue 

• Contract with Snyder & Associates for construction services in regards to the paving of the Heart 

of Iowa Nature Trail between R38 and 535th Avenue 

• Memorandum of Understanding with the cities of Ankeny, Madrid, Sheldahl, Slater, Woodward 

and the Conservation Boards of Boone and Polk County for the High Trestle Trail 

• No Spray request permit 

• Purchase of a fleet vehicle – Toyota RAV 4 Hybrid from Wilson Toyota 

• Watershed Assessment Implementation matrix and working group program 

• FY19 budget amendments 

 

Director Cox gave an update on land acquisitions. 

 

May 13, 2019 

Amy Yoakum, Natural Resource Specialist, gave an update on the natural resource program including 

Weed Wrangles, research permits, natural resource projects, cemetery prairie remnant protection, 

watershed assessment/water quality, seed harvesting and other programs.   

 

The board approved the following: 

• Contract with Houston Engineering, Inc. for the exploratory phase of the removal or 

modification of Hannum’s Mill low-head dam 

• Employment of a Conservation Aide, two pay corrections and two pay adjustments 

• Acknowledgement of purchase of Toyata RAV4 from Wilson Toyota 

• Campground attendant contract at Hickory Grove Park 

• Story County Conservations Law Enforcement Policy 

• Request to engage the Trust for Public Lands for technical assistance in identifying potential 

sustainable funding measures for land and water conservation 

• 2019 LRFT grant application submissions 

• Purchase of patrol rifles, vehicle mounts and ammunition 

• Purchase agreement with Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation for the purchase of the Sleepy 

Hollow Addition 

• Hickory Grove beach house plans, specifications and form of contract 

• Contract with Applied Art and Technology for the creation of an interactive touch screen for 

Tedesco Environmental Learning Corridor 

 

Director Cox gave updates on the Heart of Iowa Nature Trail being named as part of the nationwide 

Great American Rail Trail, seasonal staff orientation, Hickory Grove project, the Trails/Natural 

Resources position and the TELC grand opening. 
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 June 10, 2019 

 

Pat Shehan, Special Projects Ranger, presented an annual report that included a review of the past year’s 

grants, projects completed, in-progress and planned projects for the next year. 

 

The board approved the following: 

• Resolution #2019-2 approving FY20 salaries for Story County Conservation employees 

• Employment of the Trails/Natural Resource Technician, one pay adjustments, step and longevity 

adjustments for FY20 and one merit adjustment 

• Contract with Weed and Brush Control Specialists for brush control 

• Contract services from Terracon for fifth annual Dakins Lake wetland monitoring  

• Change order #9 for Tedesco Environmental Learning Corridor Bid Package #2 with Boulder 

Contracting, LLC 

• Resolution #2019-3 endorsing a grant application to the State of Iowa Recreation Trails program 

for hard surfacing/trail improvements on the Heart of Iowa Nature Trail from Huxley to the 

Scenic South Skunk River bridge 

 

Director Cox gave updates on Hickory Grove Lake, Praeri Rail Trail, Army Corps of Engineers and 

Dakins Lake cabin design.   

 

June 28, 2019 

The board approved the following: 

• Bid Award to Vieco Development and Construction for the Hickory Grove beach house 
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 Grants Awarded 

The following grants and agreements were awarded in FY19.  Expenditures and reimbursements may 

occur in the year awarded or over several years. 

 

 

FUNDING SOURCE TITLE  AMOUNT 

AWARDED  

Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation Pollinator seed mix for Wicks $6,000 

Iowa Department of Transportation 

-  State Recreational Trails Grant 

Heart of Iowa Nature Trail 

Slater - Huxley – Hard Surfacing and 

Trail Improvements – Phase I  

$300,000 

Iowa Department of Transportation 

- Transportation Alternatives Program 

Project (CIRTPA) 

Heart of Iowa Nature Trail 

Huxley – South Skunk River Bridge – 

Phase II 

$200,000 

Iowa Department of Natural Resources   

- Fish Habitat Stamp Grant 

Hickory Grove Park Lake Restoration – 

Rock Pile Construction 

$41,580 

Iowa Department of Transportation 

- Living Roadway Trust Fund  

Refurbished Truax No-till Drill $100 

 

Total Grants/Agreements – FY19 

  

$547,680 

 

 

 

 

Additional Leadership Roles 

 

Michael Cox – County Conservation Directors Association Vice President; Prairie Rivers of Iowa Vice President 

Ryan Wiemold – County Conservation Peace Officers Association Board Member 

Patrick Shehan – County Conservation Peace Officers Association Board Member 

Elizabeth Waage – National Association for Interpretation Heartland Region Secretary 

Joseph Kooiker – Association for Integrated Roadside Management Board Vice president; Living Roadway Trust 

Fund Steering Committee 

Tyler Kelley – Association for Integrated Roadside Management Board Member at Large; Iowa Weed 

Commissioners Association Board Member at Large 
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Financial Reports 

 

 

• General Basic – fees, building and equipment rentals, miscellaneous ($60,885); state grants  

and payments ($436,846). 

• Friends of Conservation Trust Fund – donations ($119,284); Partners memberships ($21,819); 

interest earned ($9,083). 

• Conservation Acquisition & Capital Projects – camping fees ($97,645). 

• REAP (annual per county and per capita distributions from the state ($23,763); interest  

earned ($1,605); grant reimbursement ($421,724). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friends of 

Conservation

$150,186

Conservation 

Acquisition & Capital 

Projects

$97,645

Resource & 

Enhancement

$447,091

General Basic

$497,731

CONSERVATION REVENUE - FY19 = $1,192,653
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• Salaries & Benefits – 19 full-time and 14 seasonal staff. 

• Operating Expenses – shop, office, programming, and recreational supplies; vehicle, building and 

grounds maintenance; utilities; education and training; new equipment.  

• Capital Projects – Carroll Prairie, Jordan Wildlife Area and Sleepy Hollow Addition land acquisitions 

($476,261); expand sidewalk and parking lot at Hickory Grove Park Breezy Bay Campground shower 

house ($4,000); design and engineering of new Hickory Grove Park new beach house ($26,333); 

lighting and electrical work at new entrance monument/sign at Hickory Grove Park ($4,110); new 

entrance sign at McFarland Park ($3,271); finish sidewalk replacement at McFarland Park ($23,900); 

planning and design of Dakins Lake cabin ($9,430); Heart of Iowa Nature Trail paving ($42,754); 

design and engineering of Praeri Rail Trail extension ($5,015); Hickory Grove Lake Restoration 

($170,862); Peterson Park canoe access ($57,870); seed planting at Tedesco Environmental Learning 

Corridor ($9,650). 

• Friends of Conservation Trust Fund – Carroll Prairie land acquisition ($58,715); miscellaneous 

expenditures from donations and memorials ($27,215); Partners administration and projects ($844).   

• REAP – $0 expended in FY19. 

• Conservation Acquisition & Capital Projects – $0 expended in FY19. 

 

Operating Expenses

$885,691 

Capital Projects

$833,446 

Friends of Conservation Trust Fund

$86,774 

Conservation 

Acquisition & Capital 

Projects

$0 REAP

$0

Salaries & Benefits

$1,416,636 

CONSERVATION EXPENDITURES - FY19 = $3,222,547
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• Grants - reimbursement for two Living Roadway Trust Fund grants.  

• Drainage District Services – fees collected for brush control in the county’s drainage districts. 

• Miscellaneous – fees for equipment rentals ($1,566); custom planting and mowing ($1,312); weed 

violations ($0); other ($768).  

• Fuel tax refund ($915). 

 

Drainage District Services
$18,253

Miscellaneous
$3,646

Fuel tax refunds
$915

Grants
$7,039

IRVM REVENUE FY19 = $29,853
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• Salaries & Benefits – 2 full-time and 2 seasonal staff. 

• Operating Expenses – shop and miscellaneous supplies; vehicle, building, roadsides, and drainage 

district maintenance; utilities; contract services; education and training; new equipment. 

• Grants – $0 expended in FY19. 

Operating Expenses

$97,469

Grants

$0

Salaries & Benefits

$155,969

IRVM EXPENSES FY19 = $253,438
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FY17 FY18 FY19

Dakins Lake Main Campground Revenue $35,853 $38,252 $33,603

# camping nights 1,770 1,678 1,632

# people 5,318 5,183 3,840

Dakins Lake Primitive Campground Revenue $3,139 $5,162 $5,470

# camping nights 224 342 388

# people 731 1,162 908

Hickory Grove Breezy Bay Campground Revenue $94,938 $108,359 $53,821

# camping nights 6,224 5,967 3,660

# people 18,641 18,042 9,779

Hickory Grove Primitive Campground Revenue $5,908 $4,387 $4,052

# camping nights 476 364 301

# people 1,484 1,299 882

Miscellaneous Camping Revenue $450 $502 $699

# camping nights 18 18 34

# people 261 440 170

Total Camping Revenue $140,288 $156,662 $97,645

Total Camping Nights 8,712 8,369 6,015

Total Number of People 26,435 26,126 15,579

Multipurpose Room Revenue $4,210 $5,160 $3,945

# paid rentals 25 19 14

# rentals with fee waived 26 50 51

Dakins Shelter Revenue $735 $300 $691

# reservations 21 13 12

Oriole Ridge Revenue $3,775 $1,817 $450

# reservations 66 65 6

Snow Bunting Revenue $874 $710 $546

# reservations 22 25 9

Total Lodge Revenue $5,384 $2,827 $1,687

Firewood Revenue $448 $1,160 $1,210

Special Events Permits Revenue $375 $450 $225

# permits 8 13 3

Boat Rental Revenue $4,939 $4,406 $1,435

# rentals 988 881 216

Waterfront (Concessions) Revenue $2,399 $2,574 $894

FACILITIES REVENUE AND USAGE - FY17-FY19
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Story County Conservation Properties Map 
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Story County Conservation Parks and Natural Areas Matrix 

 



  

 

 
 

 

Memorandum 

 

To:  Story County Conservation Board 

 

From:  Michael D. Cox, Director 

 

Date:  February 10, 2020 

 

Re: Consideration of Payment to the Army Corps of Engineers in the amount of $36,000 to fund 

completion of the Phase 1 Cultural Study on the lands being transferred to Story County from 

the Army Corps of Engineers   

               
 

Story County entered an agreement with the Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) in October 2017 to pay the Corps 

for disposal costs associated with transferring title of Corps owned property to Story County. The County paid the 

Corps $152,000 at that time and acknowledged in the Agreement that if additional funds were necessary for a 

cultural survey, the County would provide them.  The Corps contracted for a cultural survey last fall and has spent 

all available funds from the original payment.  An additional $36,000 is necessary in order to complete the cultural 

survey. This funding is available in the Energy Transfer Fund.  Pending completion of the study, and final 

approvals from the Corps, property transfer will be in 2021.   

The property is being transferred to Story County at no direct land cost.  The land consists of 197 acres of land 

originally acquired for Interstate Highway 35 ROW.   

Staff urges your approval and recommendation to the Story County Board of Supervisors.  

 

             

Approval      Disapproval 

 

             

Date       Date 

Story County Conservation Board     -    McFarland Park 56461 180th St.    -    Ames, Iowa 50010-9451 

Phone (515) 232-2516    -    Fax (515)232-6989    -    Email: conservation@storycounty.com 

www.storycountyconservation.org 

mailto:conservation@storycounty.com


































































  

 

 

Memorandum 

 

To:  Story County Conservation Board  

 

Through: Michael D. Cox, Director  

 

From:  Ryan M. Wiemold, Parks Superintendent 

 

Date:  February 10, 2020 

 

Re:  Consideration of Tedesco Environmental Learning Corridor Phase #3 Final Plans, 

Specifications and Form of Contract and Authorization to Release Bids  

 

              

 

We are seeking the approval on the final plans, specifications and form of contract of Tedesco Environmental 

Learning Corridor- Phase 3. The design was provided by Shive-Hattery and includes almost 2.5 miles of paved 

trails. All easements and permitting have been secured.  

We would also like the board to authorize the release of the bid letting materials and set a bid opening date of March 

3, 2020. 

Staff urges your recommendation to the Story County Board of Supervisors.  

 

             

Approval      Disapproval 

 

             

Date       Date 

 

 

Story County Conservation Board     -    McFarland Park 56461 180th St.    -    Ames, Iowa 50010-9451 

Phone (515) 232-2516    -    Fax (515)232-6989    -    Email: conservation@storycounty.com 

www.storycountyconservation.org 

mailto:conservation@storycounty.com



